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Travelling in the train reeently T conversed
with a gentleman who told me that a friend
of his in England, a manufacturer, had
viritten to him to say that he had bought
wool two wonths previously and had nét seen
anything of it yet.  Surely the transport
trouble in ngland is causing very great diffi-
enities, All those factors tend to produee
high prices, and we have very little contrel
over those factors. I fear the earrying of
this Bill will do very little good. However,
for the reasons given by Bir Edward Wit-
tenoom, 1 shall support the measure. 1f this
Bill does not pass, the people will say that
we are standing behind the profifeers. I re-
peat, however, that I would much prefer, to
this BHI, a short measure to prevent restraint
of trade by combinations and trusts which
are aguinst the interests of the general com-
munity.

On motion by Hon. .J. J. Hohnes debate
adjourned.

BILL — MINING ACT
AMENDMENT,

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read & first time.

HTouse adjourned at 9.35 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,

Wedncsday, 12th November, 1919.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair af 4.30

pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION-—WATER' FOR AGRI-
CULTURAL DISTRICTS.

Mr. HUDSON agked the Minister -for
“Water Supply: 1, Have the Goyernment re-
.eently reduced the priece of water, to be sup-
plied from the Goldfields Water Scheme to
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congumers in the . agricultural distriets: =z,
Is it intended to reduce the variovg prices
charged in the mining districta? 3,'If so,
when and to what extent? 4, Yf not, why
not?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUPPLY
replied: 1, Yes, 2 and 3, The whole ques-
tion of the incidence of water charges will
be dealt with when the Coolgardie Goldfields
Water Supply Loan Aet Amendment Bill
becomes an Act. 4, Angwered by 2 and 3.

Ay, HMudson interjeeted.

The MINISTER TOR WATER SUPPLY:
The hon, member had hebter give notice of
another question if he requircs further in-
formation.

QUEBTION—REFORMATORY TREAT-
MENT, CASE OF LARNER,

Hon, T. WALEKER asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What treatment for his wound
is Larner receiving? 2, What reformatory
is he at? 3, What prospect is there of his
speedy reecovery and releasc?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The same treatment as he was receiving at
the Base Hospital. 2, At Fremantle. 3, Hie
prospect of recovery is good; release depends
entirely on himself. .

QUESTION—WHEAT CARTING,
NORTH BAANDEE.

Mr. HARNISON agked the PPremier: 1,
Has he been advised that whent harvesting
has been commenced at North Baandeef? €,
Doas ‘he know that two or three mounths of
earting is nccessary cach year to deliver crop
to existing railways? 3, Seecing that the
period oceupied in earting should be spent in
preparation of sced bed, will he authorise a
seleetion of sites for wheat dumps, pending
railway eonnection fo Yorkrakine and North
Baandee areas?

The PREMIER replied:
3, This cannot he done,

1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASES,
SANDSTONE,

Mr. ANGELO asked the Minister for
Landa: 1, Referring to answors given by the
Minisgter {0 questions asked on 10th Septem-
ber re P.I. 2740/97 of 600,000 acres near
Sandstone, held by E. J. Church, ia he aware
that the lessee is now offering this lease,
through Messrs. Elder, Smith & Co., to re-

_ turncd soldiers gt £2,750, although he has

held it for less than a year and has not im-

“proved it in any way? &, What action does

he intend to take to prevent such expleiting
of repatriation concessions by one who is in
no way entitled to suveh.benefita? 3, Cannot
this lease be resumed under the discharged

" soldiee’ settlement seheme by refunding the

rent paid to datet
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Neo. 2, The department will see that it is
not exploited. 3, No,

QUESTION—FRUIT CASES.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Miniater for
Works: 1, Has his attention been drawn
to the report by Mr. J. E. Pearce, London
representative of the A.F.L., on the relative
values of the cases used for packing West-
ern Australian fruit, more particularly that
part in which he eondemns Poweli’s pateot
coliapsible cases? 2, If so, what action does
he intend to take? 3, If not, will Le eall
for the report and take the necessary steps
to remedy the position?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Xa. 2, Answered by No. 1, 3, Tngniries
will be made, and if found necessary, action
will be taken.

QUESTION—ESPERANCE
WARDS RATLWAY.

Hon, T. WALKER asked the Minister for
Works: Are any steps of any kind heing
taken to resume the construction of the Es-
perance-Northwards line?

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
No steps can be taken uutil rails are avail-
able ot a reasonable cost.  Inguiries arc
afloat with the object of procuring rails for
this and other linea.

NORTH-

QUESTION—KALGOORLIE
ARRESTS.

Mr. GREEN agked the Attorney General:
1, Is he awara that eleven men of the
A W.U. (Indnstrial Mining Branch) were ar-
rested in Kalgoorlie on Monday evening? 2,
Is he further aware that Mr, G. Callanan,
who is president of the unjon, and seerctary
of the Eastern Goldfields Australian Labour
Federation, was one of those arrested? 3,
Is he further aware that one W, Schwaa,
who i3 alleged to be a notoricus bully in
Kalgoorlie, told a certair shopkeeper in Kal-
goorlic on Thursday morning last, that if
he Aid not paint his shop another colour by
1 pm., he would bring a body of rcturned
soldiers to smash uwp his premises? 4, Is he
further aware that Schwan’s conduct was
reported to the police by the proprictor and
others? 5, If the facts are as stated, why
were the arrests made in the case of the
members of the miners’ union, and@ why was
this man allowed to remain at larget

The ATTORNEY GENERAL veplied: 1,
Yes. 2, Yes. 3, No. 4, No, 5, Answered
by Nos 1, 2, 3, end 4. .

BILL—PRESBYTERIAN
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STATE CHILDREN AND CHARITIES
DEPARTMENT SELECT COMMITTEE..

Extension of time.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [437}: L
regret that I have to erave the indulgence
of the House for a further extension of time-
for the Select Committee. Although we have
gat almost continuously, we lhave not beew
able to finish the work and bring in a re-
port. We have yet to visit a number of in-
stitutions and many homes and this will
take a considerable time. I move—

That the time for bringing uvp the re-
port of the Scleet Committee be extended.
for three weeks.

If we are able to bring in the report at an
earlier date, we shall certainly do so.

Question put and passed.

CHURCH ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Attorney General and
read a first time,

MOTION—ESTIMATES, METHOD OF
PRESENTATION,

Mr, SMITH (North Perth) [440]: I

move—

That this House is of opinion that the
Treasurer, when presenting his IEstimates.
in future, shouid separate departmental ex-
penditure on rent, postage and telegrams,.
stationery, printing, travelling, and motor
cars, and specify same_ as items.

Other -members must have come to a similar
‘conclusion when they were dealing with the

Estimates as placed before the Committee of
this FMouse last session. One has only to take-
up the Estimates for any particular depart-

ment to see how the various items are
lumped together, so that it is quite impos-

gible for anyone to ascertain exactly what

amount has been expended on any partieular

item. I maintain that, if the Committee are-
to give serions eonsideration to the Esti-

mates or to be of assistance to the Treasurer-
they should kmow what amount has been ex-
pended on these individual items. Otherwise-
it is impossible to nssist the Treasurer in

any way, aud wc shall be passing amounts:
blindy. * To pass the Estimates as we are-
doing at present is purely a farce. We might -
ag well take eneh department and vote one

amount for it, as thereby wc shonld save

members’ time as well as expense to the.
conntry.

The Premier: Let us have some cxamples..

Mr. SMITH: T shall give some, Page 82
of the Fstimates deals with gaols.

The Premier:
how,

The Minister for Works:
no experience of gaols.

That-is a bad start, any--

Members have-

"
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Mr. SMITH: Included in the vote for
gaols arc contingencics to the amount of
£9,493 and they are thus deseribed—

Provisions, bedding and clothing, uni-
forms, fuel, water, machinery and tools,
materials for manufacture, general repairs
and alterations, gaols and quarters, sub-
sidy to St. John’s Ambulance Society for
instruction, assistance to prisoners on dis-
charge, earnings of prisoners, and inei-
dental, iucluding postage, statiomery, up-
keep of horses and carts, travelling, trans-
pert and not otherwise provided for.

Is it reasonable to ask any member to give
an intelligent vote when items are lumped
together in that way?

The Premicr: 1 think so.

Mr., SMITH: The Promier hag the in-
formation, but he should realise that mem-
bers are not in the same position to know
the faets,

The Minister for Works:
confidence in the Ministry.

Mr. SMITH: I maintain we ought to
have the detnils. Previously the Colonial
Treasurer always supplied the information
but, year after yoar, somcone is clipping away
the privileges of the House. If members
lock at the Estimates for gaols for the year
1918-19 they will find that instead of one
item ecovering contingencies, there were 30
or 40 items. Tor instance, the subsidy to the
St. John Ambulance Bociety is shown as
£15 and thus we know the exnet amount of
the Government aonalion to this society. Un-
der the Estimates for the current financial
year, the Government may be granting that
society £1,500 for all we know.

Mr. Voley: Was that item under the head-
ing of gaols?

You have ne

Mr. SMITH: Yes. I am not complaining

of the amounts, but I wish the Treasurer to
ghow on his Fstimates exactly how much is
being voted for each item year after year so
that we shall be able to ascertain whether
there is any extravagant or wasteful expen-
diture, and shall know thc real position.
There will be no difficulty in supplying such
information if the departments are Kkeeping
their neeounts in a proper way. WMembers
are entitled to the information, and I have
every eonfidence in moving the motion stand-
ing in my name.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.47]: T have no doubt that the hon.
member is perfectly justified in asking for
information, but the passing of the motion
will be an instruction to the Treasurer to
supply all these defails in future. It ia, of
course, quite true that the House ought to
have the fullest possible information. I
have no quarrel whatever with that conten-
tion.

Mr, Foley; You have many times asked
for such information.

The PREMIER: I do not think that
when sitting in opposition I gave those on
the Treasury bench any frouble at all. I
believe that the information: now' supplied is
all that is neeessary. True, some of the par-
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ticulars have been cut out; but I give on the
items all the information that has ever been
given. I daresay I could reply to the hon.
member on the very item which he has in-
stanced. The various items of expenditure
are merely grouped together under one head-
ing. In Jast year’s Estimates they were
more separated.

Mr. Smith: This year the whele thing is
lumped together.

The PREMIER: I have no desire whatever
to withhold information., If the hon. mem-
ber thinks the House would be bhetter in-
formed in the event of the items being
divided into several groups, we c¢an very
easily oblige,

Mr. Smith: You would not be satisfied
with the accounts of 2 company presented
in that form.

The PREMIER: If each of the items men-
tioned by the hon. member became a vote,
it woukl mean a tremendous addition to the
work. No doubt it "Would be quite possible
to state what was spent on provisions, what
on bedding and clothing, what on uniforms,
what on fuel, what on water, and so on; but
it would mean considerable trouble and ex-
pense to do so. I do not think the House
ghould ask for all thoge details, at all events
not until stationery becomes much cheaper
than it is now. The one item to which the
hou. member has specially referred would,
if split up as he suggests, require a consider-
able amount of printing and spaee. If the
House considers that for the proper contral
of finance it is necessary to supply all these
details, I must meet the wishes of hon. mem-
bers. My own view is that it would be of
great assistance if we could divide the ex-
penditure generally over the various depart-
ments, 30 as to show how muel altogether the
State spends on travelling, how much alto-
gether on pestage, how much altogether on
telegrams, how much altogetlier on clerical
assistance, and so forth. Information grouped
in that way might be of use. But I doubt
if the House ought to order that each of
these various matters for each department
should e provided with an item on the Esti-
mates, All the departments have contingen-
cies, and the supplying of information as
agked for by the motion would entail a great
deal of work and considerahle expenditure. Tf
the .hon. member will explain exactly what
he requires, and if the House understands
exactly what the cost of the information will
be, T shall of ecourse be prepared to meet the
wishes of the Fouse. I will listen to what
the hon. member has to say further on the
matter. I think I ought to explain that the
preparation of these Estimates has to be
very carefully undertaken because of the
Auditor General’s requirements, whieh have
to be met. The late Colonial Treasurer had
the Estimates preparcd in this form bhecause
he found that it saved a considerable amount
of work to the Audit Department. It is be-
eanse of that reason that so few.votes are
found on the Estimates.
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Mr. Johnston: But the IHouge is not get-
ting much information,

The PREMIER: There is a considerable
saving of expeunse.

Mr. Smith: How much?

The PREMIER: I cannot say exactly how
much, but the saving is considerablae. Under
the old system chere were many voies; now
there are comparatively few votes,

Mr. Smith: Why not go further and save
all the expense and just have one item?

The PREMIER: I should be very glad if
the House would agree to that, It would save
a good deal of time and argument, If the
hon. member will move in that direction, I
shall have muech pleasure in supporting him.

Mr, GARDINER (Irwin) [4.55]: I quite
understand the desire of the mover. As a
former Treasurer, I may say that it was my
desire to get as much information as pos-
sible congerning some of these items, and
that I found great difficulty in obtaining
it. Under the Edueation vote there is an
item ‘‘Government schools, forage, lodging,
district, cleaning, and retiring allowances
and proportion of leave and war bonuses,
£274,435."” I venture to say there is not
a man in this House knows how much of that
is spent on school teachers’ salaries, T
know the present Treasurer’s desire is the
same as mine—to have as few items on the
Estimates as possible, beeause it means an
immense saving of bookkeeping. When the
Estimates were before Parliament T ex-
plained that by putting certain salaries for
clerks in the votes the heads of the various
departments were enabled to use such votes
for clerical assistance, and that course saved
about 40,000 or 50,000 needless entries in
the course of a year. The desire of the
Treasurer, in pregenting the Estimates in
this form, is net merely to save printing, but
also to save in the actnal working of the
whole schenie. Nevertheless, I think there is
o good deal of foree in the contention of the
member for North Perth if that conten-
tion is not carried too far. If it is carried
to cxtremes, we shall have Estimates of
about five times the size of these, and to
get them through Parliament, instead of tak-
g five wonths, will take five years. How-
ever, when we came to such an item as I
have instanced, or to such an item as £23,000
simply for Government hospitaly under the
Health vote, one would like to have an ides
how the amounts arc distributed. In some
instances we find that eontingencies absorb
more than one-half of the total depart-
mental vote. In the case of Education there
is £274,000 eovered up out of a total of
£366 000. I tried to get that information.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But youn did not try
to give it to Parlizment.

Mr. GARDINER: Tf I had got it myself,
T would have given it to the House. However,
the hon. member interjecting, having heen
a Mihnister, knows that Parliament shonid not
he given too mueh information, I think there
are items on the Tstimates concerning which
inore information should he furnished, -be-
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cause the tenden'cy of heads of departments
is to take advantage of the contingencies
item and iamp the expenditure.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon,
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [4.59]:
What the member for North Perth had in
view is undoubtedly on business lines. Hew-
ever, I well remember from my early days
in Parliament that when the Estimates were
brought before us every officer had an item
of his own, with the resuit that the diseus-
sion of the Estimates resolved itself very
largely into a discussion of the merits of par-
ticular officers, those merits being placed be-
fore the Committee by some member en-
trusted by the particular officer with that
task. Bit by bit, year by year, the items
and matter shown in the Estimates began to
be reduced. The late Colonial Treasurer has
explained what he had in view in connection
with this agpect of affairs, and I may say
that be and I tried to put before Parlia-
ment all necessary matters, cspecially with
regard to the payment of money for ser-
vices whiech brought no material benefit to
the State. In connection with these Esti-
mates, the officers who worked under the late
Colonial Treasurer tried to carry out hig
views, and perhaps they tried to go a little
further, The member for North Perth maust
bear in mind that in connection with all these
items of expenditure the Auditer General
can be relied upon not enly to draw the
attention of Ministers to anything that
may strike him as being eontrary to the re-
quirements of the Act or against econowmical
management,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What good is that
after the money has heen spentd

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
wight just as well nsk what is the good of
raising the question mow  when at least
four months of the year’s expenditure has
been disbursed. If what the hon. member
desires is ecarried out, I do not think it
will entail a very large amount of trouble
on the different departments. The Educa-
tion Department has been referred to. That
is an item which the hon. member has only
to sec to fall in with the view expressed
by the member for Irwin (Mr. Gardiner).
But in the smaller departments I do not
know that the information wonld lead to
much good. These incidental expenses can-
not be gauged by a fixed standard, but
must be jneurred according to the exig-
encies of the department. And, after all,
the Estimates on these points arc made up
by the Under Secrctary and the accountant
on the expenditure of the previous year and
on what they cxpect will he a reasomable
aount for the ensning year. In regard to
the itém the hon. member has been speak-
ing of, particanlarly if a question is asked,
he gets all the information that can be given
him, There is not the detailed information
on the expenditure of this year, but in re-
spect of last vear the Minister has it, and
if the two totals are compared it will
be found that there is a reduction of £400
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or £500. Tf the House lecides that the
fullest details are required, there is no rea-
s0n why they should be kept back, but I
ask whether the result is likely to be com-
mensurate with the expense of preparing
the information,

Mr. Johuston: We would at least know
what we ‘were voting,

The MINISTER IOR WORKS: VYes,
‘but to-day you vote n lump sum as against
voting the zame total on 2 number of de-
Tails. .

Mr. Johnston: We do not know, and we
«an only rrust the Government.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: You
might do much worse than that. The Pro-
micr has said that if it is desired to have
the fullest information, it will be given.
The late Treasurer has told us that the
Jumping of some of these Kstimates has
resulted in considerable saving in respeect
of bookkeeping. If the member for North
Perth has his attention fived on the Water
Supply Department and the issue of ae-
counts for excess water, I may inform him
that cutting out the excess water accounts
helow the sum of 6. has saved the de-
partment 20,000 entries.

L]

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.57: The member for North
Perth is on the right track. Faney the
Minister for Works telling us that he ean
give us the defails of the expenditnre for
Iast year’s Estimates! What is the good
of that? As a matter of fact we are not
permitted to discuss any of last year’s
items.

The Minister for Works: T have not yet
seen anything that eannot be discussed here.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But it is prohi-
hited nuder the Standing Orders. To give
ug the details of what we spent last year
would be ridievlous. 'We want to know the
details of what we are to spend this year.
The Minister, when he has his Estimates
before him, should have alse a complete list
of items. Previons to the present Minis-
fer for Mines taking office as Treasurer it
was cmestomary to transfer one veote to an-
-other without showing the trangfer. To-
day each vote has to show whether or
not it has been exeessed. Previously if there
wag an itew of, say, £1,000 and if £1500
had heen expended on the work, and if in the
Fistimates of the same deparfment there
wag another item of £5,500 of which only
£5,000 had been apent, the balances were
transferred and the Hounse was kept in
ignoranee of the transfer, That has since
heen altered.  Fvery Minister will try to
keep back fram Parvliament information on
the Estimates,

The Minister for Works: No, certainly
not.

. Hon. W. ¢ ANGWIN: It enables him
to get his Estimates through more rapidly.
“There are mattera of importance concern-
4ng which Qetails should be on the FEsti-
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mates. Take the officers in the various de-
partments:  We used to have it shown ex-
actly what was paid to each. To-day ne
member can tell what the position is in re-
gard to any officer.

Mr. Gardiner: A very good job.

Hon. Wi. €. ANGWIN: If I were a Min-
ister I should say the same, but as a pri-
vite member I say it i3 a very bad job.

Mr. Poley: Now the dirt is coming out.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: There is no dirt
about it. A DMinister’s onc idea is to get
hig Istimates through, and the sconer he
gots them throuyh, the better is he satisfied.
A Mipister is never in too much ot a hurry
to rise and give the iuformation asked for.
On the same rcasoning, the taking out of
the details from the Estimates saves the
Minister from being interrogated in regard
to them,

Mr. Smith: The other night one Minis-

ter walked out of the House hefore his Esti-
mates were through.
"Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Treasurer has
promised to frame next year’s Estimates so
a% to give more information than has been
afforded during the last two years.  Per-
sonally, I do not think anything is to be
gained.

Mr. S8mith: Will anything be lost?

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN: There is o possi-
bility of that, When the Treasurer asks the
House to assist him in getting his Estimates
through, it is impossible for the House to
belp him in regard to the financial position
unless members are in possession of all the
facts relating to the various items.

Mr. Qavdiner: You are making a rvod for
vomr own hack.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not care.
The same argument was used when we were
over there. In the Honse of Commons, while
the votes are shown as lump sums, full de-
tailed information is attached to the Esti-
mates, and although those details eanuot be
discugsed cxcept under the general discus-
sion, hen. members are aware of the nature
of the expenditure. Here it is not so. 1
hope the member for North Perth will ae-
cept the promise of the Treasurer and give
him an opportunity to carry out the desires
of hon. members.

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [510]: Y find
the total asked for this year wader the head-
ing of contingeneies for the various depart-
ments, but not including business undertak-
ings, is £587,638. In respect of thizs sum
very little information has been afforded.
Certainly some items have hecn ecxplained,
but in regard to many the Homse ig left in
the dark. Y agree with the Premier, bow-
ever, that if special information was asked
for under all these various headings, the dis-
cussion would be unending. I can suggest
a scheme by which the object of the member
for North Perth would be achieved without
extra cost in the way of printing, ete. - The
suggestion is that each Minister, when intro-
dneing his Estimates, should give uns item
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after item what these varvious ameunts have
cost in the past year, together with his esti-
mate of the cost in the eoming year. Any
op. member interested could jot down the
informiption as the Minister introduced the
Listimates, and i€ he thonght it worth while
io ask questions Iater, he counld do so.

My, GRIFFITHS (York) [5.12]: I am
quite in aceord with the member for North
Perth. The consideration of the Estimates
partakes very much of the natuve of a farce,
It is of no use trying to intelligently grasp
wlhat has been {dune in the past or is contem.
plated in the foture. Take an item like rents:
e member for Williams-Narrogin, 13 months
ago, asked for a return of rents paid by the
varions deypnrtments.  The analysis of that
return shows that between £5,000 and £6,000
has been spent in rents every year Ly the
Government. We never see anything of those
rents in  the [Estimates. There are the
AP, offices, for which we are paying
£1,020 per annum, and there is the Public
Service Commissioner’s office also. Then 59
vents are paid for educational purposes
throughout the State, and it is probable that
that mumber has been greatly increased sinee
then,  One eannot properly apportion those
iteins to the various departments.

Mr, JOHNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[5.313): I intend ro support the motion, it
appears to me that the control of the House
over the finanees is bhelag gradually whit-
tled away by the fact that the detailed in-
formation which uged to he available te hon.
members 15 no longer so available. Tt is the
most important <uty of the Tlouse to cn-
deavour to control the finances. Without
this detailed information it is absolutely im-
posible for us to excreise any proper control
over the expenditure of the conntry.

The TIremier: T have already promised
that detailed information will he given next
year,

Mr, JOHNSTON: That promise will meet
my wighes entirely, and rendera further com-
ment from me upon this matter unnecessary.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [5.16]: T oppose
the motion. T eannot sec that there is any
use in it. T sce n wire leok on the face of
the member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker). T
have a vivid recollection of the time when,
in jutroducing his Estimates, he was asked
about an item for clerieal assistanee. Tt tonk
hiim about an honr amd a half to tell us what
il meant, namely that clerieal assistanee im-
pliesl that some permanent cemployee had
been given a rise that was dve to him as an
ordinary increment, Tf we are to waste the
time of the House in getting that informa-
tion, for my part T do not want it, During
the disenssion on that portion of the Bsti-
mates that 1 have lhad to do .with not one
hon. ‘member has asked any question as fo
the meaning of any partieular item,

My, Joblmston: Yon have been away most
of the time.
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M. FOLEY: T did not apply that remark
only to these Estimates, 1 have heavd Esti-
mates discussed for many years, and have
very seldom heard members ask any gues-
tions abont the itews. I diave, of course,
Learil disenssions about motor cars, chiefly
raigedd by the member for Novth Perth (M.
Smith) who hns continued to ask them as
long as hiz wind has lasted. | have heard
the Premier ask for information alout the
expenditute on land, and the reply of the
Minister tn charge of the Lamds BDepare-
ment,  After listening to the question and
alse very patiently to the reply, ong has come
to the conclusion that one has gone very lit-
tle forther than iff there had heen no reply.
If any hion, member wants to ask a question
on any item the Minister who will go to the
expense of having that reply printed would
he wasting the money of the comnbry, T
there is aw item, say In connection with eler-
ical aseistancee, all that is needed to explain
that item is for the Alinister to say who are
actnally engnged in his office and that jg all
that the Tlouse is entitled to know., If we
get that we ean very well do without this
extri expense in printing. Se long ng Min-
igters ean tell us how the money is spent,
we do not want to know what the girl ia
the Kitehen lhas had to eat.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [5.191:
I intend to support the motion, in view of
what the member for Leovorn (Mr. BFoley)
has just said. That hon.  member has
spoken ¢hicfly on the question  of items.”
Membhers have been guite (issatisfied with
this year’s Estimntes on  acconnt of the
paneity of the infermation givén in them.

The Premier: And always will he dissatis-
fied.

Mr. LUTEY: We have had & promise
from the Premicr that in fntwre the items
will appear as they have done in former
years. After listening to the member for
Leonora, T lhope the Premier will not with-
draw the promise he has made with rogaed
to next vear’s Estimates, Tf thev are 1u-
trodneed again, as they have heen intre-
doeed this year, I am sure we shall all be
most (issntisfied. 1 wish to sece the Fsti-
mates brought down in itemised form, ns has
been the ease in previons years, | trust
that the Premier will not be carried away
by -the cloquence of the member for T.eonora
and go back on his promise, For fear of
anything like that happening T will support
the motion. ’

Mr, PICKERING (Suasex) [5.21]: As the
finaneial House of the Parliament of West-
ern Australia, we should have full informa-
tion on these items given to mns. The Esti-
mates have not been full enough thiz year,
but we now have a promise that there will
be an alteration for next year. I am sure-
that the member for Leonora has heard very
little of the great amount of eriticism that
has been levelled at some of these items, T
know that he boasts that when he is in the-
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Chair le is able to get through the different
departments very rapidly.

Mr. Foley: [ muost ask the hon. member to
withdraw that. I have never made & boast
of that kind, and the statement is an in-
correct one,

Mr. PICKERING: I withdraw the state-
ment. I evidently misunderstood the hon.
member, I always thought that this was
his view upon the subjeet. I support the
motion. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [5.25]: We may go on
from now until the crack of doom in our de-
giro to get information on these Estimates,
and find that at the end we are no wiser than
we were at the beginning. The control of the
finances is largely a responsibiliy that must
rest upon the Treasurer. After all, he sup-
plies the forms for the irformation of the
llouge in order to show how lump sums that
arg made available to him are expended, and
to receive the endorsement of the House
for such expenditure.

Mr. Lutey: We had a promise from the
Treasurer last year that the Estimates would
be itemised this year.

The MIN{STER FOR MINES: I am not
compinining about that except that I want to
tell hon. members that they will not be any
the wiser when they do get the information.
Tt is impossible to explain why one depart-
ment has had to spend more on stationery
than another department, and some other de-
partment has had to spend more on postage
or telegrams than another department, by
merely printing all these items on the Es-
timates, as we do for the information of
hon. members. I found that out when, for a
short period, I was Treasurer of the State
and understood the difficulty of the position
from the point of view of the Treasurer.

Hen, W. Q. Angwin: In making the revenne
and expenditure meet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but
I found the diffieulty of getting information
that would be of any assistance to the Treas-
urer in enabling him to satisfy himself that
the expenditure under eontingencies was jus-
tified and warranted, The Treasurer has to
depend almost entirely upon the Aundit De-
partment, who gives him an assurance that
each department is using the money pro-
vided by Parliament wigely and in aceord-
anee with the Aundit Act, No Minister can
be expected, mueh less hon. members, to sit
down and say by the figures put before him
that such and suchk is a fair amount to allow
a deépartment. Hpn. members, at all events,
nmust depend upon the Minister in this mat-
ter:  The main feature from the point of
view of the consideration of the Estimates
ig'as to whether a department, which is
earrying on certain functions allotted to it
under the control of the Minister, iz doing
that work “economically, judging it largely
from. the results achieved and from the point
of view of the State generally. There are
hon. members who are condueting their own
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business in the town who Kknow that they
could not possibly from information, such as
is suggested here, being placed before them,
gay whether expenditure in certain direc-
tions was warranted or not, There are States
in the Commonwealth where members of Par-
liament form themseives into finance ¢ommit-
tees. These committees go from time to time
into the Treasory and the Audit Department
and get information of all items, but not-
withstanding that it will be found that even
there there is less information of a detailed
character provided on the Estimates for the
information of hon. members,
Mr. Foley: It costs a lot to get it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. On
the question of finance, it is necessary to
make the Treasurer responsible for the
conduet of the departments, giving him power
through the controller of acconnts to ree
that the money is wisely and economically
expended, and ask him to show by resulis
that the expenditure has been economically
made.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Would you suggest
coming down with Estimates for four mil-
lion pounds to give to the Treasurer to
spend ¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member now wants to go to the other ex-
treme, and the result is that we get just as
far off from achieving that which we desire
as when we first started. I do not suggest
that we should come down with estimates of
four million pounds to give to the Treasurer
to spend. We should ask the Treasurer to
tell us in what ditreetion he proposes to spend
tho money, and hon. members would say
whether that was a fair amount to allow
him for the purpose. Hon, members would
then say to the Trcasurer that they expect
him, with the Treasury officials and the
Audit Department officials, to expend that
money wisely and well. If the member for
North Perth knows of any extravagant ex-
penditure in connection with postage, tele-
grams, or motor cars, ete., all he requires to
do is not to wait until the Estimates
arvive bnt to go to the Treasurer and say
that such and such a waste of money is tak-
ing place, and the Minister will at once take
action to remove that waste.

Mr. Smith: How could you get an idea of
that by the items on the Estimates®

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member cannot do it and the Minister can-
not do it either.

Mr. Smith: The Minister must have a
good idea, when comparing the items with
those of previous years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member is gquite wrong in regard to his state-
ment abont comparing items with those of
previous years, In preparing these Estimates
we try, as Ministers controlling the depart-
ments, and in the case of the Treasurer in
particalar, to make a comparison with pre-
vious years, The Treasurer will make in-
guiries from the officials as to whether ae-
tivities have extended during the period, or
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whether they have fallen off. If there has
been an extension of operations we naturally
expeet an increase in the expenditnre, We
then ask if the increase is warranted from the
point of view of the revenue of the depart-
ment, whether directly or indireetly. If we
find that there is any diffcrence either in the
matter of an increase or a decrease, we en-
deavour to ascertain the reason for this. It
may be that a department, in order to get
consideration for having introduced econo-
mies, would put an amount on the Estimates
which it knows will not meet the expenditure
for the ensning year. The Treasurer is en-
titled to bring down to the House as nearly
ag possible the Estimates of expenditure tor
the year, whether they are large or small.
T have had experience of cases where officers
have deliberately claimed that if they bad
not during the last month or two of the year
kept up the expenditore on contingencies, it
might happen that there would be a slacken-
ing off when the next year started and the
Minister would say, *‘ You had so much last
year and yon have to do with a thousand this
year.”” The result is that instead of encour-
aging them to do something to economise we
are putting obstacles in their way, and are at
the same time getting misleading informa-
tion on these items. If that happens with re-
gard to a Minister, who from nine to five
is keeping his eye on all the operations of
the department, and yet eannot get a com-
plete grasp of every penny that is spent on
postabe and so forth, how can any hon. mem-
ber on the items that are put before him ar-
rive at a satisfaetory conelusion? It would
be a bad day for the House if we gave all
these items, and there would be a great waste
of time in discossing them, when we ought
. to eoneern ourselves more about discussing
those items which mean something to the ae-
tivitics of the departments as they affect the
general welfare of the community. Al T am
suggesting i that Parliament shounld he sup-
plicd with details on matters of prineiple,
not on matters that do not eonnt. No one
has suggested that public officiale tear up
postage stamps and throw them into the
waste paper basket. Take the present posi-
tion. There are certain activities to-day in
the departments which previonsly did not ex-
ist, and if we are to make progress as an or-
dinary business house would do instead of
waiting to send letters, and then waiting for
a reply, we have to despateh telegrams and
¢ables and often have to employ motor ears.
A few days ago we sent an officer of the
Mines Department to the North-West in
order to obtain information on the spot. It
is items of that description which increase
votes. The incidental item from which will
be taken the cost of sending Mr. Mont-

gomery, the State Mining Engineer, to the
North-West, will be increased to the extent
of the expense incurred. The North-Wast
members would not suggest that the State
Mining Engineer should remain in Perth so
85 to keep the contingency vote down. Tt is
items such as this that tell o
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Mr. Foley: Hon. members can get all the
information they want, even if the items do
not appear on the Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course
they ean and at any time. Ever since I have
been in this House, if there has been one
complaint more than another, it has been in
the direction that we have kept the officials
in their offices instead of sending them out to
make inquiries on the spot.

Mr. Duff: Tt is a pity that was not re-
alised long ago.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Surely
hon. members do not desire that we should
itemise matters which arc of no value ard
about whieh they can get information at any
time. In regard to matters of salaries we
know cxnctly what it is going to ¢ost to
maintain an officer in his position,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We do not get that
now,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We do,
with the exception of a few departments,
To-day salaried officers are controlled by the
Pnblic Service Commissioner and every year
hon. members are given the Public Service
liat which containa details about the position
occupied by every officer, his elassification,

* the amount he receives, ete., so that the in-

formation supplied to-day is as complete as
it ever was, T do not suggest it is desirable,
wlhile perhaps not qnite satisfied with' the
form in which the Estimates are presented,
that we should let that position make us
move from one extreme to the other. Hon.
members will find that to-day we discuss
in a general way how a department may
assist an indwvstry and we pay little or no
regard to amall matters of detail. At the
same time there are members who year after
year waste hours of valuable time in dig-
cussing items of practically little or no
valne. These members overlook hig prinei-
ples and if we do what the memher for North
Perth suggests, I warrant that there will be
nmore distussion on a question as fo why a
motor ear was employed to run from the bar-
racks to the Premier’s office than on a ques-
tion affecting the maintenance of 2 big
distriet in one of the mining argas. These
small matters of detail can well be left to
the officials, and the Auditor General will sae
that the money is properly spent. By item-
tsing a3 the hon. member suggests, the Gov-
ernment will not secure hetter control. We
mnst depend on the Auditor General to see
that the money is spent in-the manner that
Parlinment desires,

Mr. SMITH (North Perth—in reply)
[5.36]: T am pleased to find that so many
hon. members are of the same opinion as my-
gelf in regard to this wmatter. What the
Premier hag promised is something different
from what T desire to see breught abont,
I also ask hon. members not to pay too
muneh attention to what has been told them
by the Minister for Mines. His effort has
been’ to eloud the issue. The Minister stated
that no one would imagine a civil servant
deliberately tearing up a postage stamp and
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throwing it in the wastepaper bhasket. [ can
tell the Minister that I have seen with my
own eyes something nearly approaching that,
1 was in the telegraph oiffice recently and 1
saw a ejvil servant hand in a telegram. Hisg
attention was drawn to the faect that there
was 1s. too much on it. What did he do$
He said, ‘“Oh, never mind, let it go
through.”’ If that is & sample of how post-
age can be inflated it is time that we had
some information in regurd to details.  [e
has DLeen said that year after vear the de-
partments are gradvally whittling away our
control aver the finanees and T think that is
very true. T have taken the trouble to turn
up the Estimates presented to the House in
1895. Hon, members will gee that in these
days every oflictu]l was montioned in the Esti-
mates and the amount he received was shown
as well as the amount it was proposed to
vote, That, T Aaresay was going to the
other extreme, bot as yewrs went on that
information was  gradually  curtailed until
to-day we lave simply one item, Every-
thing is lumped under the onc beading. As
I have already said, it is impossible for hen.
members to give an intelligent vote if they
are goeing to pass items in this way,

Mr. Johnstou: We abways have the amount
of last year’s vote.

Mr, SMITIH: Yes, bt my motion is not
in that direction. Tt is to scparate the ex-
penditore that is continually recnrring in the
various departments,  Thé  object of the
motion is to separate all the small items in
connertion with which  expenditure is in-
cirred by every department. T do not say
that we shonld give the amoeunts paid to
cach individual so as to rise  discussion
every time we are dealing with the Esti-
mates, but notwithstanding that I wmaintain
that i' the information is supplied it will
have the effect of curtailing discnssion. Re-
ference has been made to the extra printing
which  wonld be  involved by giving
all the details. In 1918 the Estimates
covered 1145 pages while this vear they run
into 107 pages and the great saving we have
heard so much abont by the hWumping of the
various items roms into seven pages. Is it
wortlt while for that saving to deprive hon,
members of an amonnt of neeessare infor.
mation?  The House is entitled to the £oll-
est intormation with eegard to cvery sueb-
jeed. 1 oddu bot ask that each item shounld be
printed, but what T desire to sec is the ex-
penditure set out wmler the varions head-
ings,

The Attorney Cleneral: What is the diffor-
cnee?

Mr. SMITH: Take the salaries as they
were shown in  the previons TEstimates.
Fvery mun on the salary list was mentioned
as well as the amount dravwn by him, whereas
at the present time all salavies are lumped,
as well as the amounts paid for motor cars,
posiage, tolegrams, rent, and all such items,
The Attorney Cleneral knows very well that if
he were pssociated with o company and he
hud a balanee sheet put before him in the
manner in whkich we have the Fstimates now
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prepared le would net Le satisfied. He
would require to have full information soc a3
1o be able tu make comparison with the ex-
penditure of previous years. We are sup-
posed to conduci the business of the eoun-
try on business lies, and it is not asking teo
mneh to request thag members be informed
what expenditure takes place in the depart-
ments year by year, It is enly by making-
comparisons that we can ascertain whether
we are living extravagantly, It is quite pos-
sible that there is o reascnable explanation
for any large inerease which may be shown
in a partienlar sum, and the Minister comes -
along tolly armed with the information
typel out.  Why could he not supply this
information on  the Estimates? Tha-
Minister stated that the Auditor General
kept a wateh over the aecounts. I have no
faith in the Auditor General. I would ' re-
mind hon, members that Inst session we re-
dueed the salary of the Public Service Com-
missioner’s secretary, and notwithstanding-
that, the Auditor General passes the increase,.
and thus ignores the vote of this House.

My, Johnston: His duty is quite different
fiom that.

My, SMTTH: Netwithstanding the Pre-
mier's promises, I hope the motion will be-
¢arried. T have ne desire to inerease the-
vost of producing the Estimates, but I wish
to DLe supplied with this very desirable im-
formation so that I may form something
like an aceurate opinion on the items of ex-
penditure.

Question put and passed.

HOSPITAT, FOR INSANE.

Constderntion of Select Committee’s
Report.

Hou, W. C. ANGWIN
mantle) {65.47]: T move—

That the consideration of the report of’
the select eommittee, appointed té inquire
into the control and management of the-
Claremont Hospital for the Imsane, be-
made ai Order of the Day for Tuesday,.
the 18th November.

My reason For mentioning that date is that
the yeport and evidenee will be in print be-
fore then and membors will have an oppor-
fenity to pernse it.

{North-East Fre--

Question put and passed.

BILL—MINING ACT
AMENDMENT,

Stauding Orders Suspension,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (1lon. J.
Seaddan—Athany) [5.48]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders:
he suspended as is necessary to permit of
the introduection and passing through all
its stages in one day of a Bill for an Ack
to mmend Part VII, of the Mining Aet,
1004,
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Me. DGR (Claremont) [5.48]: 1 should
like to know ut this stage whether I shall
have an opportunity to move the adjourn-
ment ot the debate. This Bill deals with
“too serious o omatter to be passed through all
its stages in onc day. Moest members will
remenler a similar flooding trouble at the
Bdng  May. Severnl court cases - resulted,
and the doeigion in those cases has eaused
much trouble and  anxicty. Therefore T
should like to know, before this motiou is
passed, whether T shall have an opportunity
to move the adiournment of the dehate on
the Rill.

Mr. BPEAKER [549): The suspension
of the Standing Orders will enahle the Bill
to he passed through all its stages at one
sitting provided the Honse will permit it;
but there will he no obligation upon mem-
bers to pass the Bill through all its stages,
and the hon. member may, at any stage,
moye the adjournment of the debate.

Ale.  JOHNSTON  (Willinns - Narrogin}
[5.80}: What nce the wrgent reasons to
justify  the suspension of the Standing
‘Ordeors?

The Minister for Mines: I told you last
night.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: You know how many .

members were present last might when you
told us.
Question put and passed.

Rill introduced, ete.

Bill introditced and,. on motion by the
Minister For Mines, read a first time.

Becond Reading.

The MINISTER POR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Alhany) [5.52] in moving the see-
ond ieading said: WMembers are entitled to
know the reasons why such a course of aetion
is necossary and the urgeney attached to i,
both heing important matters on which mem-
bers shonld be enlightened before they arc
asked to angree to the passing of such a
measure. The wrgency is due to the fack
that at \Westonia the position regarding the
flooding of the mines is serions on account
of the proposal to eluse down at an carly date
one ming in which a great flow of water has
oeenrred, and from whieh it is absgolutely
gertain the water wounld find its way to other
mines and practically flood them out of ex-
istence. ‘The matter is also wrgent because
arrangements were made in aceordance with
2 decision of the warden in s court case
that pumping operations should he con-
tinued until the 16th of this month, certain
mines contributing towards the cost of such
pumping: Asg this is the 12th of the
mnonth, we have just four days in which to
avert what might he a disaster unless legis-
fative power is granted to meet the difficulty.
[ received a wire from Westonin dated the
3rd November as follows:—

«' ~ Edns May cloged down and are withdrawing

‘pumps as negotiations fallen through with

Coentral, the- lattor discharging hands end

pregent week. Situation most critical. If
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aomothing not done immediately possihility

all mines being flooded. Will you seud ro-

aponsible officer at oneoe investigate situation
avoid calamity Westonia. Sent on hohalf
leading citizens Westonia,

Mr. Hudson : By whom was that sent ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was sont
on behalf of’the leading citizens, end I am ad-
vised that it practically came from the road
board. I sont the Assistant State Mining ¥n-
gineor to Westonin at once, and obtained o
report from him to enablo membors te under-
stand the position, T propose to read the re-
port ho submitted, but I do not propose to
mention the names of the mines.

Mr. Duff: Tt is very necessary to igention tlte
names of the mines.

The MINTSUER FOR MINES: If the hon.
momber has no objection to them being men-
tioned, T have none, but T think the member for
Claremont will understand the difforont minea
to which I shall allude without my mentioning
their names. Certain statements are made in
the report, and, from the point of view of the
mines thomselves, it might not he desirable to
publish those statements. Thercfore, T do not
propase to mention the namos of the mines, but,
if any member dosires that the names be mon-
tioned, I shall givo them. The report stotes—

The Under Secretary for Mines. TFurther
to my report of the 4th inst., 7 heg to add the
following information obtained during my
rocont visit to Westonia. The mines are nmuch
in the condition aa sct out in my previous re-
port. The LEdna May is pumping until the
16th of this month, after which date the pumps
will be drawn. The water level in this mine
at present is 320ft,, 315ft. from the surface,
but when allowed to rise will flood lirst the

Central and then the Consolidated, unlesa the

Contral can hold with their prosent pumping

plant. Owing to tho water being allowed

to rise to slightly above the J00ft, level in

Edas May, the stopes started running through-

out the whole mine, T wvisited the 300ft.,

225ft., and 150ft. lovols, and they have all
collapsed, the hanging wail in the 150ft. crosa-
cut having eracked back for a distanco of 50ft.
from the lode. T do not know whether mueh
good can bo done, but I consider the Inspector
of Mines should be asked to report on the
pituation as it has a dircet benring on the
safoty of the . nine. The inspee-
tion must be mado before the pumps are drawn
on the 1Gth inst. When the pumps stopped
in the Edna May, the water roso to 308ft., the
flow of water in . . increasing from
15,000 o 30.000 gallons per howr in conse-
quonce. As it was evident a wator course
exists between the two mines, the managoer
of . . . . . decided not to experiment
further, and at prosont ia koeping the pwnps
on Edna May in operation simply because he
haa paid the latter company for pumping up
to the 16th inst. The position in . , . .
now is that the Western eection of the mine
ahove the 300ft. lovel is closed up and flooded,
and as soon as tho pumps ceass in Edne May
the eastern section will aleo bo scaled up., In
tha meantime dovelopmont work is being
carried on in the eastern section at the bottom

(400ft.) level to try to prove tho lode at that

depth to nscertain whether it is of higher
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grade at this than at the other levels. The
. « . . mine is, according to the maneger,
in & very bad state and very low in payable
Ore TeRervoR=—

The member for Claremont will know the mine

reforred to there. The report continusa—

Unfortunately hoe was too ill to discuss the

subject at length but as far as the water ques-
tion is concorned, this mine will be hopelessly
flooded if the water rises much above the 200ft,
level. I had a conforence with the managers
excluding Mr. . . . . of the . . . |
who was too ill to attend, and after discussing
tho questions invelved in a gencral pumping
scheme, it waa evident that it ia impossible at
prosent to bring about co-operation between
the . . . . andthe . . . . for such
o project. Tho manager of the -
considers his mine is safe from water whatever
happons, and if ho is justied in thia surmise,
he is certainly justified in the attitude he takes,
On the other hand, the manager of the
is positive -that ho will not recommond his
board to carryonthe . , , . mineifhois
forcod to pump the whole of the water, which
means working at & loss on their grade of ore,
The managoer of the . . . . favours joint
aotion, but from financial reasons eannot bo of
much assistanco. I very much fenr that what
will really happen in the next fow woeoks will
be the cessation of all wotk on the . . | |
and . . . . and if so both mines will be
irreparably ruinod, for onee the water reachos
the old stopos they will collapse for a certainty.,
Furthermore, if such a condition iz brought
about, I consider the . . . . mine also
runs a considerablo risk of being flooded from
the scepage of water in the oxidised zone, and
possibly trouble from collapse below. My
utmost endeavours wero exercised in trying to
get these managers to submit & tangible scheme
to which possibly some finaneial help might be
given, if only teraporarily, by the department ;
and tho hopelossnoss of the situation can be
gauged when the managerfor . . , , gaid
“ Tha only thing he could see for the State
to do was to pump the Jot.” In addition to the
managers, I also met the members of the road
board, Tho wire sent to the Minister virtnally
camo from this body. They are as & body, I
think, sincere in their anxiety for the welfare
of their town and distriet, and apparently
wore not fully apprised of tho seriousness of
the situation until quite recently. They
pointed out that there are some 1,400 inhabit-
ants dependont on the mine, end the disabil-
ity these folk will suffer if work ceases was
frecly emphasised and is doubtless very true,
and to be much regretted if & collapse of the
locnl minos oventuates. I am still of the
opinion that unless tho minca co-oporate the
easo is pretty hopeless, and I consider it is
for their mutual benelit and safety to do so.
Furthermore that if they did the mines would
probably last for quite a conaiderable time,
paticularly . . . . and . . . . ., T.
Blatehford, Assistant State Mining Engineor,
7-11-19.

partmont. Thereupon I put up a minute to the
Under Secretary for Mines as follows :—

I have read Mr. Blatchford’s report and con-
sidor this matter is of so much importance that
we have to take an unusual course, and I sug-
gost that we immodiately proceed to prevent
what is almost sure to take place without our
intervention. We will have to do the pump-
ing of these mines, and while doing so let it bo
understood by the managemonts that wo are
proposing to seek power through Parliament
to apportion the costs, with the right of appeal
ta arbitration. In the meantime the urgent
matter is to save tho minea. The question of
flooding the mines which are adjoining is
becoming very pronounced, and I have in
mind the Sand @ 1con and Gladsome at Comet
Valo. Wa must, if it is possiblo, do something
to avoid disaster overtaking our proved fields.

The matter was further discussed in Cabinot,
and I was authorised to see if thero was any other
way out than that of submitting legislation and
asking for prompt action by Parliament, But
I could find no other way out. Alrcady, un-
fortunately, difiiculties have arisen in the Comet
Valo district through very much the same thing
happening. Remedics may be obtainable by
an action of law in that case, but tho dificulty
o far ag the mines are concerned ia that whilst
an action at law is being fought, the flooding is
continuing and the State iz not being holped
to produce that commodity which under oxiat-
ing conditions is of so much value, As the
Ministor in chargo of the Minos Dopartmont T
am not concerned as to who is going to succeed
in a law caso, but as to how wo can provent a
praved lield from meoting with disaster through
what i3 happoening. The powers I am sceking
may appear drastic. I want to be perfoctly
candid on the subject. The powers are drastic,
but if it is poasiblo to aveid putting them inte
operation I shall avoid doing so. On the face of

facts it Is quite apparent to me that each of
the mine managers in the Comet Vale and
‘Westonie districts and elsewhero has his own
opinion as to how the difficulty can be got over,
We are not able to obtain any agreement what-
ever botweon them. And meentime disaster ia
approaching, Therefore, I am asking for two
powers in this Bill. One of them js—

Whenever in the opinion of the Minister
there is an inflow of water to any mine from
any other mine, or such an inflow is likely to
happen, the Minister may, by his servants
and agents, cnter upon the last mentionod
mine and do all things he may think fit to
dischargo the wator therefrom.

Mr. Duff: “ In the opinion of the Minister.”
You are taking a great responsibility.

Tho MINISTER FOR MINES : I admit there
ia great responaibility attaching to these powera.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And very likely heavy
expense a3 well,

Tho MINISTER FOR MINES : Not so. The
hon. member will perceive, from what I shall
say later, that there is no desire to incur any ex-
pense oxcept for the purpose of maintaining a

When I perused that report, I was extromely proved lield. If the cost of keeping down the
eoncerned, and I became more concerned when water in tho Westonia field turna out to be so
the mamber for the district, ag well as the mem. great that the gold is not there to repay it, if
ber for Claremont, saw me and urgod that, if thero is only a amall quentity of gold yet to be
possible, somothing should be done by the de- obtained in Westonia, thon 1 shall not ask even
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the companies to go to any expense in doing
that which would prove unprofitable.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Under the Bill yon will
have powor to put machinery on abandoned
mines.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : That is so.

Mr. Troy : It is at the Minister's option.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Where is the
differance betwoen putting machinrery on & mine
in ordor to save a proved field, and putting a
drain into some swamp, say &t Jandakot, in
order to save some land ? Hon, members do
not complain of a rabbit-proof fence being erected
from the south coast to the north coast in order
to save our agricultural and pastorsl lands from
the ravages of verrain, Is there not a claim on
the State to do anything that is necessary to
save an industry so long as it will pay the State
to do it ? This Bill is not a direstion to the Minister
to do anything, but en authority to the Minister
to save o proved field. If thore ia machinery
on & mine, the Minister can practically com-
mandeer thoe machinery by paying rental for it
in order to carry on tho operations for which the
machinery was lirst installed.  Of course,
thoro is no obstacle in the way of a mutual
arrangoment boing arrived at, if, for instance,
the owners of the machinery are prepared to sell
it at a roasonable prico,

Mr. Duff: The owners of such machinery
would be pleased to sell it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Probably. In
tho caso of one mine, the Central, it depends on
whether the valies obtained at a certain level
iustify further operations. If we can keop the

" plant there by paying the owners fair rental and
deprociation for its use, it might prove to be
worth while to continue mining operations.
Evontually the Government might tind it worth
whilo to purchase the plant outright.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You said just now thap
the owners of the mines were not prepared to do
it. -

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The owners
of the mines will not come to an agreement.
Ono mine manager said, ** We can do without it
entirely,” although chere was o difference of
opinion on the point. Another mine manager
said, “ We cannot afford to pay the amount
necessary to keep tho water out of our mine
unicss the other mine does something.” And
thus an industry based on leaseholds obtained
from the Crown is going to be ruined for want
of an agreement among the mines. 1 have
always held the view that if it is possible to
arrange mabtters of dispute by mutual agree-
ment between tho various parties, that is the
better course, and the State should not inter-
vene. But here it is a question of a proved
field, and of an industry which, aiter all, bolongs
to tho State, an industry which constitutes one
of our national nssets. [f the poople who held
piccos of paper from the Crown entitling them
to work certain ground will not {ake the neces-
sary steps for the preservation of the field, and
the Government under the existing law have
not the power to compel them to do it, the
Govornment ought to be pgranted power to

bring about an arrangement whereby each of-

the minos will have to pay in accordance with
the heneciits derived by it from the preservation
of the field. 1f a person reccives no benelit from
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those operations, that person will not have to
pay. But I think mines should not be allowed
to close down until it has been proved. that it
would not pay to continue to work them,

Mr. Duff : I suppose the financial position of
a compeny will be taken into consideration ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. Sub.
section (3) of the propesed new Section 173a
provides—

All expenses incurred by the Minister under
this section shall be apportioned between the
ownors of the several minea Denefited by
guch operations hy the withdrawal or the
prevention of inflow of water, in proportion
to the bonefita derived from such operations.
Mr. Duff : How are you going to decide what

the benefits amount to?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : How does one
decide anything ¢ By the opinions of oxperts,
and on evidence, Of courss, a mine may abandon
ita operations at any time, and we cannot com-
pel a continuance of operations in such a case.
But, in tho absence of this Bill, half a dozen
mines may be forced to cloge down by reason of
the inaction of one mine. We cannot allow
such & position to ariso.

Mr. Duff: In the event of a mine closing
down, you will have no puli on it at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If a.man
abandons his mine, he cannot be compelled to pay.
The Edna May people have abandonod their
mino, and a8 a result the water from that mine
is liable to Jlow into other mines and destroy
them as well, I cannot tell the Edna May
people that they must continue operations on &
mine which they have abandoned. But we
can gobt the water out of that particular part of
the field where it exists, and apportion the cost
to the adjoining mincs in proportion to the
benefit each of them derives. Personally, I
think this is a matter which could also be dealt
with under the Mining Dovelopment Aect. I
under that Act the State can help a tributer to
develop a mine, why cannot it also help to save
p proved field ?

Hon, W. C. Angwin : ¥ou cannot corapare the
two cascs.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The positions
sro almost on all fours, What is the differonce
botween the Government spending money to
keep the water out of a proved field, and spend-
ing monay in providing a bore in order to prove
o fiold ?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You put it another way
just mow. You said it would not pay a mine
to keep the water ocut,

The MINISTER FOR MINES : T said it might
turn out so. If the gold poters out of a mine,
tho mine must close down. By the Bill the
Minister will bo able to prevent n disagreement
botween various mines permitting a flow of
water from one ming into other mines and thore-
by ruining them,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pom.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thero is little
further for me 0 say in submitting this Bill
excopt to draw attention to that part whioh seeks
to deal with a position such as that which haus
arigen at Comet Valo, Tt provides that—

Any owner of a mine mey, with the consont
in writing of the Minister by himaself, his ser-
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vants and agonts, entor upon any othor mino
in which operations underground have been
wholly or partially suspended, and with the
like consent do all things that may be doemed
necesgary to provent the inflow of water thore-
from to his mine, and for snch purposc may,
with the like consent, use any pumping plang
and machinery on the mine so ontored upen,
subjoct to tha payment to the owner thereof of
such sum for ront and deprociation as may he
agreed upon, or, in default of syrcement, ns
may bo lixod by arbitration.
This provision will deal with mines where the
underground operations have coasod and the
mincowners are holding their leages by com-
plying with the labour covenants through treat-
ing the tailings on tho surface. Thoy offered
to make a conditional surrender but that was
rofused beenuse thoy reyuired u tailings arca for
tho whole of the leasy, comprising the whole of
the surface rights. That would cxelude anyone
clse coming on to that mine to prevent the water
flowing to s adjoining mine, and thisg provision
in the Bill is meant to prevent the flooding of
minos so affectod. I had & conference with the
representatives  of. the companies coneernod,
and when they lefs me I was undor tho impres-
sion that they had come to an agreement to
permit the ownors of adjoining mines to havu
nceess to the shafb or ag much of the surface
of their property as would enable them to cope
with the water and cnable operationa in the
‘adjoining mines to Yo continued. Nobwith-
standing that fact, they havo failed to agree. [

understand, however, that difficultins have
arisen and it is possible that there will be
a lawsuit to decide what shall happen. That

is one of the dilficultica that arises because no
power has boen provided for a Minister to give
a decision in such a mattor. [ do not suggest
that this power should be put inte oporation
but it is cssontinl that u Minister who is the
responsible person, should have the power to
deal with these maotters ; it was not as if the
House was asked to givoe the power to persons
irresponsible except insofar ag their own in-
tercsts are concerned. A Minister is charged
with responsibilities to Parliament and the
people to maintain our national asset and it is
right that ho should have drastic powers to
prevont & possible disaster to a whole district,
in the casv of & disagreement botween two mine
owners, who, after all, are only leasing ground
which is the property of the Crown to obtain
mineral which is also the property of the Crown,
1 am asking for the power to be given in this Bill.
It is only with the consont of the Minicter that
an ownor of an adjoining mine can enter upon
the mining lease of another mine ownor, and
whore the machinery of such mine has to be
used, that, also ig subjoct to congent of theo
Minister, and the rent payable for ths use of
such machinery is subjoct to arbitration if neces-
gary. Wo are not providing for owners of ad-
joining property to commandeor a plant nnd
the whole transnction is subject to Ministerial
oontrol.  Such aro thu powers that 1 am usking
the House to give to the Minister and 1 givo an

absolute amsurance that no action wifl he taken

without the fullest inquiries boing made and
that these powers will not be wsod unless for the
protection of the mines in the district and the
- people there. Regarding the position at the

- minp is concerned.

| ASSEMBI.Y.]

Edna May mine, arrangemonts have been mado
for pumping operations to contibue until tho
16th of this month. After the 16th, the lidna
May mine, might, for all we know, remove the
machinery and loave us steanded. I do not
want that position to arise, I underatand the
member for the distriet has recoived & wire in-
dicating that pumping oporations are to be
continued until the end of the month, If I find
that that iz the case, I have no degire to wnduly
preas this measurc for immediste consideration,
but if they are poing to cease pumping operations
aftor tho 1Gth of this month, it is essentinl to
avoid the possibilities that may arise in that
district. I suggost, in these circumstances, that
wo agroo to pass the socond reading of the Bill
and if, on inyuiry tomorrow, 1 find that the
pumping operations are to ocontinno until the
end of the month, 1 propose not to cnferce the
provigions of the Act until it is necessary to do
so. T am hopeful that such will be the ease. I
ask the House to assis in avoiding what mey be
a disagtor on this fiold and beg to move—

That the Bill be now road & second time,

Mr, HARRISON (Avon) [7-37]: As the
ropresentative of the district, naturally I am
very anxious that something should be done
promptly, When this House realises that there
are 1,400 people thero, not only miners but
businesa people having shops and dwollings, they
will quite realizse the urgency of this matter,
I tho pumping operations at the Edna May
coaso on the 16th there will be considerablo
difficulty in keeping down the water in the
Central. Tf the water riscs, as it will do with in-
sufficient pumping, with cach foot as it goos
highar groator difficulty will be experienced in
pumping operations and longor will be the task
of draining tho other mines. Thoso intercstad
in an adjoining mine will say that thoy have
coped with tho ditliculty thore so far as their
This mine has men workin
two or three hundred feet below the water leve
and should any fisswre oceur it will ondanger
tho livos of those workmen, It is for this House
to consider what might happen in the evont
of a catastrophe in the adjoining mine. 1 am
not & mining export, and I cannot say if tha
nincs have coped with the diffieulty thero and
if they naro porfeotly safe. It may bo correct
that they are, but the position secoms to md
very dangercus. L underatand the oxidised ore
ground 8 in o Dbroken condition, and should
the water rise in these lovels, the chances of
the mines eoping with a vast head of water
would bo most difficult, The existence of these
mines is at stake at the present moment and
their difficultica are increasing hour by hour,
It is cssontial that steps should bo taken to
cope with the difficulty and this should be done
immediatoly, I we are to save that feld
to tho Stato it is essential that immediate nction
should be taken. I support the Minister in his
taking of prompt measurcs by sending up an
officer to report. 1 shall be glad if the Bill is
put through all its stages in the shortest possible
time. T trust that we shall yot have oven hetter,
rosults from the RAold than we.have had in the
past. The goological report stated the bolief
that the ore body would continue to a dopth,
It is not cortain which minc witl go down, bug
the Centeal should beo lielped b the Government
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to got rid of the water {for at loast three montha,
in order to ascortain what the value of the ore
will be at 500 feot on the underlay shaft. If
the ore body is of improved character and will
bear further operations it is possible that in the
future the mine will be able to continue pump-
ing without outside assistance. A rush of water
ropresenting 80,000 gallons por bour has been
kept out by the Edna May for a counsiderable
period ; in fact they have reduced it to a flow
of something like 40,000 gallons per hour. Of
course it has meant a large plant and consider-
able cost. Month after month the Central has
put back into further development work a large
percontago of its earnings, Oro bodics have
boon found, but the management have not been
able to deal with these ore bodics becwuse of
the water. I trust the House will pass the Bill
a8 quickly as possible.

Mr. FOLEY (Loonora) [7-45]: I desire to
support the Minister in the action he has taken
on the news received from Westonia and from
the field represented by the member for Menzies.
The question has beon asked whother the two
cases are paraliol. They are not, hut the differ-
onoe betweon them can casily be met by the
proposals embodied in the amendment bofore us.
In various other pucts of Australia where different
classes of mining are carriod on legislation is
provided to partly cope with conditions such as
have erisen in Westonia and at Comet Valo,
The provisions in the Victorian Act were largely
framed with the idea of preventing flooding in
the alluvial mines, Nobody wants to seo ancther
Austrelasia disaster such as happencd at Deptford
in Giﬁgsland, when the Nicholson River came in
on the mine, The Wostonin field is in tho
problomatical stage. It is not n yuestion of tho
gold cutting out of the Kdna May, but of finding
it in some other property. Thoso who have
knowledge of the subjoct have been able to
determine that the payable ore that was in the
Edna May is not logt to the State, hut ia now in
the other mines. The quostion is whether,
even if thia trouble had not occurred, the Govern-
mont would not bo acting wisely in providing some
emergency smendments for coping with a posi-
tion such as wo have at Wostonia, We have to
ask whether the loss of this fold is of less im-
portance to tho State than the interests of a
certain section of the Westonin ticld. Tf the
Woestonia f.old goes down, my all-in-all shall have
gone. But | am speaking in the interests of
wmining gonerally, Cortain precautions have
been taken in one mine at Westonia which have
not been taken, at loast not to the same extent,
in any cther mino in the world, I refer to the
keoping back of the water by the cemonting
prooess.

Mr. Duff: It has been n snocess.

Mr. FOLEY : 'The men who cvolved that
scheme are deserving of evoery praise, [t has
done all that was agked of it, but tho House has
now to consider whethor it will do wvurything
that might still be reyuired. The member for
the distriét has said thore is % probability of an
inrush of water into the mine they nre working
at & doeper lovel than the Edna May. If the
watbor is allowed to rise in the Edna May up to
that point where it will affoct, tho hroken ground
in the mines to the north, is will be a question
of whether the men will continue to work in

1369

that mine. Every inspector of mines insists
upon boring ahead 20 as to know that the men
are still in the safety zone. The question here
is how much longer that ground will stand the
weight of water it has to bear. I the men leave
the mine the field is loat to the Stato. If any
company up thore refuss to contribute, on the
score that they havo already mado their own
mine safe, the Government should step in and
say whether tho company in safe-guarding
themselves have safeguerded also the interests
of the miners working there. Certain mines are
willing to pay their quota, if all the othors agros
to contribute towards koeping the pumps going
in the Edna May.

Mr. Duff: Thoro is only ono left.

Mr. YOLEY : No, there arv two loft ; indeed
1 think thero will be more than twe. On the
ovidenco before us I am convinced that if all
tho mino-owners: como together and arrive at a
reasonable conclusion in regard to costs and the
gystem to work upon in pumping tho water,
many more minos will be opened up in Westonia.
It the men are forced to work bolow with the
possibility of the water coming in on them and
drowning thom, the Government will have to
congider whether they will allow the men to
work thore, In the cvent of anything like that
being foared, the amendiment gives the Minister
power to atep in and safegnard tho lives of the
men working in tho mines, Another point: In
Viotoria they have a drainage board which deals
with such quostions. The amondment before
us is for one arbitrator to arbitrate on the whole
concern. I think i will be better for the mines
concerned and for the men working underground
if onc man is there. We will not then have to
eall mectings all over the place and pull wires
in the intereats, not of the mine itsolf, but of
those who hold shares in the mine. It i a
question whether much of the water pumped
from tho field is not going back into the mines
notwithstanding that it is being taken by thuming
a considerable distance over tho surface. Irres-
pective of what the companies are calied upoun
to do in the way of pumping, it will be the duty
uof the Government, from the passing of the Bill,
to send up their geologists to go over the strate
of the sountry, and even if it means that the
water has to be taken a mile and a half away
from the mines it should be done, for it will
minimiso the pumping to a very great extent,
Tt is said that the Edna May is not to be called
uﬁxm to contribute to the schome. In any case
they arc abandoning their show. 1t might be
said that they have made dividends. So they
have. Still it must bo realised that while they
wors working the mine they kept it clear of
water and thus safeguarded the interests of the
field generally. Since they have gone out of
the niine, thia is not tho time to raise such an
objection. Those interested should have brought
it forward long ago and asked the Government
to do something. The amendment will give
the Minister power to take action tu keep the
mines going at Comet Vale. Jf the company
abandon their show the proposition of the mem-
ber for Menzies stands good ; that is to say, if
they have finishod with the show let them throw
it up and let facilitics bo given those who will
work it. 1f on the one hand the Ednz May
cannot be called upon, beeause they have aban-
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doued their lease, to pump any water from
it, and on the other hand the mine at Comet
Vale refuse to pump water or to allow the
company next deor to pump it, the cases are
parallel, and the amendment to the Act
suggested by the Minister for Mines will
govern the two cases, 1 am absolutely
certain that every member of this Chamber
fecla that it is a great power that we are
placing in the hands of the six gentlemen
who comprise the Cabinet. We are hand-
ing to the Government something of vital
importance to the State, and I believe that
if any number of men, or if Cabinet itself,
or any single Minister, violated the trust
that is being placed in them, there is not
one constituency in the State that would
vote for any of them to be put back into
office. I hope to see the measure carried,
and I am glad to think, with the Minister,
that there is not the same absolute urgency
about the matter that he thought there
would be last night. It is pleasing to know
that we have lad an opportunity of get-
ting a little more information than we have
have rrevionsly possessed on the subject.

Mr. PILKINGTON (Perth) [82]: T
hope the Government will see their way
.elear to allow spme little time to members
to consider this Bill, It <vas put before
us for the first time this evening, and we
are¢ asked to pass it through all stages
-withont any further cousideration than we
can give to it in the few hours of to-night,
and .also without the assistance of any of
the opinions of persons who understand
more about these matter than the ordinary
layman in this Chamber. The Minister has
said that the legislation is of a very dras-
tic nature. It is indeed of a mosat drastic
nature. Tt is a class of legislation which
to mc is abhorrent. [ am not prepared to
say, without knowing more about the tech-
nical side of the quostion, that this legis-
lation is not justified, but I think it wonld
take a very strong case to justify it. In.
dividual members of the House are on-
titled to some time in which to consider it
before they pass it. T hope, therefore,
:that a motion for adjournment will be
allowed to go through. At present our
position is that any minc owner whb is
affected by water can pump his own mine
JAf he is willing to go to the expense, and
ean make anyone who has benefited pay his
_proportion, in proportion to the henefit he
receives.

The Minister for Mines: That is well
known, but it does not meet the case be-
fore s now. :
. Mr. PILKINGTON: Tt has met the ease
before, T think that legislation of this
kind has been in force in Vietoria for a
- eonsiderable period and 'has  apparently
worked very well there. It works well there
- beeause the person who is affeeted, the
mine owner, ig willing to take the risk of
. the expenditure, and is the person who takes
all the rigk in the first instance. If he is
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satisfied. that he must pump in order to carry
on his work, and is satisfied that he can
get compensation from adjoining mines
which benefit, he vundertakes the work and
does it. That can be done now, except for
the difficulty of getting machinery and the
delay that must ensue as o consequence.
It can be done in any of the cases which
have been put forward.

Mr. Mullany: It has no bearing on these
cases you have mentioned.

Mr. PILEINGTON:; I do not think that
is correct. I know the faets regarding ome
of the cases.

Mr. Mullany: Tt has no beuring on any
case which has been mentioned,

Mr. PILKINGTON: In regard to onne
case, I believe I know all the facts. The
difficulty of the mine owner is in regard
to the delay in getting machinery. If the
power is used here--—

The Minister for Mines:
in either of these cases.

Mr. PILEINGTON: What is not sof

The Minister for Mines: The question
of time being required in order to get ma-
chinery.

Mr, PTLRINGTON:
it was so.

The Minister for Mines: No!

Mr. PILKINGTON: T thought what was
gaid in regard to the Westonia companies was
that the only machinery on the field was at
the Edna May mine, and that it would be
impossible to get machinery erected on the
other mines in time to deal with the difi-
eulty.

The Minister for Mines: That is not the
point.

Mr. PILEINGTON: The mine owner has
the right to do all the baling that is neees-
sary on his mine, and te get compensation
from nany other mine which benefits from
his operations. There is w0 difficulty in
the position. In the case of Comet Vale, the
wuter is flooding into the adjoiring mine.

The Minister for Mines: Yes. It ia not
4 question of the water flowing in; it

That is not so

I understood that

.13 the danger of the ground collapsing, and

that is the danger to the other mines.

Mr. PILKINGTON: If the sole question
is that of the ground collapsing, it applies
to the Edna May and not to the other com-
panies, T was not aware that there was any
danger in regard to the other companies.

The Minister for Mines: There i3 2a
danger of all the stopes collapsing and of
the levels, and everything coming down,

Mr, PILKINGTON: That is a different
power altogether, and quite separate from
the power I speak of, One of the dan-
gers of the BIill ia that the Government,
acting in good faith, may de an immense
amount of pumping in places where there are
several mines adjoining. They may do it
with the best of intentions and incur large
expanditure, and then make the companies
pay out of proportion to the benefit they re-
ceive, The companies have to pay the
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whole of the costs, but in proportion to the
benefit they receive.

The Minister for Mines: ‘This is the
power we take. Do you think we ghould take
less power?

Mr. PILEINGTON: That might invelve
a company in a huge liability for & small
amount, A eompany is not bound to pay lhe
Government the amount of benefit received.
If it cost £1,000 and there were two mines,
each of which benefitedl to the extent of
£50, they would require to pay each one-
half of the £1,000.

The Minister for Mings: That is the
power that is sought. It is not to say tha.t
the power will be used.

Mr. PILKINGTON:
bility.

The Minister for Mines: You would not
suggest unything less than that?

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am trying to sug-
gest that the Bill requires consideration, and
am asking that the Government shounld allow
members to have the debate adjourned.

The Minister for Mines: And I am pre-
pared to give that consideration whiech the
Bill deserves if you will give consideration
to the position which has arisenm,

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am not speaking
against the measure, for I recognise that it
is an important one.

The Minister for Mines: It is no good
closing the stable door after the horse has
gone.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I understand that
the Minister said that pumping would not
stop at the Edna May until the end of the
month,

" The Minister of Mines:
officially informed of that. If I find that is
correct I am not going to press this. I do
not think that alters the power that is re-
quired, for on the 30th I shall still be in
the same position.

Mr. PILEINGTON: But hon. members
will have had an opportunity of considering
the Bill. Continvally Bills are brought here
and we have to discuss them only in a
comparatively few moments, That is an un-
satisfactory state of affairs. This Bill re-
quires eareful consideration. I should like
to have the opportunity of getting the
opinions of those who are familiar with
these teehnical matters before voting upon
the Bill, The Minister hags admitted that
the Bill js a drastic one, and hc must agree
that it shonld not be pushed throngh if by
any possibility this rush can be avoided.

.Mr. DUFF: (Claremont) [8.10]: The
member for Leonora (Mr. Foley) has pointed
to the terrible risk which may oceunr if
this matter is not attended to at once. I
claim to know a little about this field. T
have bheen here sinee its inception, and have
prospected these and have heen there
fortnightly ever since. I only returned yes-
terday morning. T assure the House that
there .is no immediate danger as hon. mem-
bers are trying to point out, in that par-
ticular distriet.

It imposes a lia-

I have not been
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The Minister for Mines: What!

Mr. DUTI: In the Edna May group.
The Minister for Mines: No immediate
danger?

Mr. DUFF: No particular danger is hang-
ing over the heads of the people in West-
onia.

The Minister for Mines:
that.

Mr. DUFF: Hon members say that if the
water rises in the Edna May to such an ex-
tent, and they take the pumps nut, as they
will, it will cause danger in the Deeps mine.
If the water rose to the oxidised zome it
wond make ne difference to the Deeps mine,
The member for Leonera has said that if
flooding takes place the miners will be
drowned like rats.

Mr, Foley: I did not say that.

Mr, DUFF: There are two get-aways in
the Deeps mine, and the Mines Department
caused an extra shaft to be put down. The
Deeps mine has carried out every inatruction
of the Mines Department. They built what
i3 known as & bulk-head door at the 480ft.
level, which is the deepest level in the Edng
May mine. By this means it was possible to
pass through the Decps to the Edna May.
The present depth of the Deeps is T40ft. We
are using sprays just now for the dust so
that there is not much chance of striking
another flow of water at the low levels. Tt
hag been proved by us that the
water level in the group is from 300ft,
downwards. The heavy flow ia at the green-
stone dyke. In the FEdna May it oceurred
at 300ft. Down to 380ft. there was a heavy
flow of water. Mr. Stuckey, the manager
of the Deeps mine, brought into existence
what is known s cementation. By that
means the mine has been built to combat
any inflow of water which may oceur,
The member for Leonora would have the
House believe that if the Edna May fills up
that ecementation would break away, and
the mine would be flooded.

The Minister for Mines:
shattered zone?

Mr, DUFF: That is at 300ft. from the
surface. We are in the oxidised zone at
150ft, and we are Just changing fo the
sulphide country. From 150ft. down thers
is no danger in the Deeps mine. .No matter
how the water may risc in the Edna May
there is no danger there. If it comes to the
surface it will not filter through te the
distanee it has to travel, and will not be of
any danger execept that it may vpercolate
glightly into the Deeps shaft. If it does per-
eolate into the Deeps shaft the Deeps mine
iy guite prepared to conerete outside the
timber in the shaft. T do not know that
there would be any danger in adjourning the
debate on this question to-night. We in
Westonia have had to fight this water
trouble for the last two years, One
mine, the Consolidated, has been prac.
tieally knocked out through the verdict
given by the warden in connection with the
action taken by the Edna May mine over
the pumping operations carried out by that

I do not believe

‘What about the
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mine. The warden s «lecision gave the Edna
Aay compuny a verdiet of something like
£3,000 against the Consolidated ecompany.
The Central company ~have also had their
battle with the kdua May, Now that the
Fdnn May company have gone out, the Ceu-
tral people ure looking for a vietim and they
are easting eyes in the direetion of the
Deeps,  The Deeps have uever been prose-
ented nor hiag there lween a suggestion of a
proscecution. | caunot understand why the
member for Leonora {Mr. Foley) should try
to watke out that there is o certain danger
hanging over the Deeps mine.

Mr. Feley: It is hanging over all those
mines.

Mr, DUFE: If the Minister will cousent
to an adjournment, 1 shall be able to review
the statements whieh have been made by the
menmher for Leonora go far as the Deeps mine
is coneerned.  There is no rewson for in-
deeent haste in conncetion  with this  Bi.
The Central company at the present time
have in hand wo less o sum than £14,000,
Yet they are asking the Govermment to as-
sist them o of their difficulty. Why can-
net they assist themselves? Why cannot they
fa the same a8 any other mining investor is
oxpected to do?

The Minister for Mines: We lhave never
heen approached by the Central company.

Mr. DUFE: Wheo iy it then who has caused
all this agitation? Is it vested interests? If
han. members were to read the Westonia
paper they would see where all this agita-
tion has come from, I noticed on reading
the loeal newspaper the other day that the
assistant Stute mining engincer on the ocen-
sion of his visit to Westonin was aetvally
accorded a civie reception. Dd anyonc ever
hear of sueh a thing?

Mou. W. €. Angwin: Yoau do not think
that o glass of ginger ale would affect any
deeision hic might give?

Mr, DU¥F: He does not drink Rocke’s de-
light. T have here a report of the proceed-
ings.- Tt looks as if there was something
more than the iatercsts of mining hehind
this. T would like the Minister for Mines to
agree to an adjournment of the debate, and
if he oes that, T will be able to bring some
evidence to prove that the tremendous rigk,
the terrible danger which is hanging over
the heads of everyone in Westonia, does not
exist.  True, the Consolidated mine has
closed down.

The Minister for Mines: Only temporar-
ily. .

Mr. DUFF: T want to see that mine at
work again. T am the local direetor and my
interests arc in that preperty.

Mr. LAMBERT  (Coolgarlic) [8.20]:
While the Minister may be complimented on
taking the action he hag donec he would be
well advised to stay his hand so that the
House may get further information. The
position which has arisen is certainly diffi-
enlt, and to my wmind it would he & very
hard one to grapple with even if the Govera-
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ment were to compulsorily acquire the neces-
sary pumping machinery to keep the mines.
dry. Bo far as the water question in this
State is concerned, it is not on all fours with
that of Victoria, That has been distinetly
proved by the experiments which have been
carricd out by My, Stuekey, the manager of
the Deeps mine. [t has been found in the-
mines of Vietoria that it is absolutely neces-
gary to tap the water pressure there in every
wine, If the statement made by the member
for TLeonora were not proved incorreet by
the experimental works of Mr. Stuckey at
the Deeps mine, there would be justifieation
for alarm, but it is absolutely impossible for-
the Minister or any other arbitrator or set
of arbitrators to properly assess the amount
that should be paid by every company at
Westonia. There is one company there which
has the water diffieulty and there is another
sompany which, by a cementing process, has
Yeen able to combat the water difficulty. It
appears to me that it will be absolutely wn-
fuir to ask o mine like the Deeps to pay for
water that shounld be removed by the Central
mine, partieularly it the Central mine are
I a position to carry on that aperation. The
member for Claremont (Mr. Duft), whe is-
interested iu the question, and who is the
local director of one company, las told us
that there is no haste in vegard to this mat-
ter. It would, therefore, be as well for us
to obtain all the information possible. 'The-
‘Minister has shown that he is alive to the
necessity of conserving the interests of the
Westonia ficld, but lhe should not be averse-
to affording the House all the information

whieh is  required to cnable members.
to arrive at n corveet deeision, Members
can get out of their minds that there

is awy analogy Dhetween the water prob-
lem in this State and the water problem in
Victoria. T the Intter State the water
qaestion is very easy to deal with, because,
for a quarter of & centnry it has been defi-
nitely proved that tapping the basaltic rock
lewers the water pressnre.  1f that were the
ease in Westouin it would be neeessary to
take jmmediate action, but it has been” dia-
proved by the cemeunting experiments carried
aut by Mr. Stuckey. In the Menzies dis-
trict a couple of mines are held up on ae-
count of the water diffienlty and there may
be justification for the Minister to take ae-
tion there. There are conflicting iuterests
which it iz impossible to reconcile, and &
settlement can only he brought about by
legislation and aetion on the part of the
Winister for Mines. One minc there is prae-
tieally worked ont and the MHappy Jack
people have declared that they ave prepared
to let the holders of the adioining property
have the lease, shaft and everything else.
A letter fo that effect appeared in the Kal-
goorlie ‘‘Miner’’ a few weeks back over the
signature of Frank Moss.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt is ealled the Joily
Miller now,

Mr. Muollauy: Tt is not the Happy Jack
mine. Tt is the Gladsome mine, bnf Happy
Tack is ecoming in to settle it now.
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Mr. LAMBERT: I do not thiik that we -

should give power to the Minister to launch
out on any extensive scheme of purchasing
machinery, and so saddiing this State not
only with the cost of that machinery but
also with the cost of pumping.

Mr. Mullany: The Bill will give power
to acquire the machinery if it is thought ad-
visable to do so.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister is treating
this matter as urgent and he has stated that
unless sowmething is done within the next
few days, the Edna May people way say,
““We will not let you use our machinery.’’

Mr, Troy: It can hbe taken,

Mr, LAMBERT: Bot we will have to
pay for it and possibly have to pay an in-
flated amount.

The Minister for Mines: That is not cor-
rect. We do uot require to take it.

Mr. LAMBERT: The urgency of the mat.
ter has been stressed by the Minister, and the
reports show that it is essential that the Ceu-
tral mine should be kept dry., So far as the
Gladsome mine is comeerned, however, the
people eontrolling that lecase have been in-
formed that they ean have cverything with
the exception ot the surface equipment. I
quite ugrec with the Minister that where
it ean be shown that conflicting interests ave
helding up the industry it will he well for
the Minister to have the powet he seeks to
acguire now., But in the ease of Westouia
we have been assured by the member for
Clarement that the Central Company have
£14,000 in hand and are quite able to
undertake.any work of nnwatering. I know
that the Minigter is shrewd enough not te
allow himself to be jockeyed into any posi-
tion which would result in the State being
saddled with the responsibility of buying a
plant and earvying on pumping operations
under the civenmstances I have deseribed,
“Phe Minister, T take it, under the extensive
powers given to him would go to the very
limit of his powers before he would say that
the State was involved in considerabls ex-
pense. The member for Leonova has told us
that the values at Westonia are problemati-
cal. That can hardly be said to be the case
in conncetion with the Gladsome mine. That
mine has a future before it, and the owners
have been told that they can have everything
with the exception of the equipment on the
surface. It is s well that the Minister should
have the right to aequire not only the ma-
chinery but also any workings that may be
essential for the proper draining of any ad-
joining property. T regret that the leader
of the Opposition is not here to express an
opinion on the attitude that the Government
propose to adopt towards the mines in ques-
tion, because the Lon. member has had con-
siderable experience of the administration of
the Mining Act and in dealing with those
who are apparently interesting themselves in
hoving this legislation put threngh, T hope
the Miniaster, having shown the urgency for
the legislation, will afford the Ieader of the
Opposition an opportunity to say something
before the second reading is passed, T hope
hon. members will think the matter well over
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and make further inguiries. The member
for Claremont (My. Duff), who is an inter-
esterl party, states that so far as the Deeps
mine is concerned Mr, Stuckey’s opinion on
the water can be relied upon, undl that we
have Mr. Stuckey's assurance that the water
pressure in the Deeps is not likely to imperil
the lives of the working miners. Therefore
the least the Minister can do is to give the
House o -further opportunity to consider the
RBill.

T Mon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre
mantle) 1831]: T have read the Bill very
carefully and I do not see anything in it re-
Iating to the Gladsome, Sand Queen, Deeps
or any other mive. T can understand the
member for Coolgaridic (Mr. Lambert) re-
membering something with a cqueen attached
to it, if he could net rowewber anything
clse. This Bill mercly aims at giving the
Minister power to do something, if ncecessary,
If the position is, as the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. Duoff) stated, that it will nog
affect Wastonia, there ean be no objeetion to
the Bill ’

Mr, Duft:
ward.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 'The officials of
the department have ue doubt come to the
eonclngion that this is o matter of urgency
and, if the Bill is passed, there may be a
possibility of bringing some of the mining
direetors, who are adopting an uunrcasonable
attitude, to their senses. The powers will be
there aud they ean be exercised if neecssary.
What difference does it make to uws whether
there is water in the Edna May or not, so
long as it does not affecct another mine and
there is mothing to fear in the direction of
any person being drowned. Tf this Bill is
carried it will not make any difference in such
i ease. LUf tlere is nmo fear, there will be no
need to exercise the powers, hut it there is
necd to exercise the powers, the Minister will
live an opportunity to prevent n number of
men from heing thrown out of employment.
That is the point that concecrns me. Many
men have built homes of their own in the
distriet and have their wives and families
living there, and some may find it diffieult to
move elsewhere. Tt it is desirnble for the
Minister to have power to compel certain
persons to take action for the protection of
these mines, it is owr duty to give him that
power. T" hope the Minister will endeavour
to put the Bill throngh to-night. If the
leader of the Opposition were hore, he would
agree to the Minister having this power. The
officers of the department think it is ncees-
sary in order to earry on the mining industry
of the State in n manner that will be satis-
factory to the working of the mines, to the
gharcholders, and to the men engaged in the

I said the wrgeney put for-

L industry, .

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [8.34}: T do
not. know the merits of the. dispute existing
ut Westonia which wns diseussed by the nem-
her. for Claremont, bhut T eonsider that, so
far as this Bill is concerned, time is the cs-
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sence of the contraect. 1 do not see in the
mcasure the dire possibilities that some mem-
bers pretend to have found. Some members
think the Minister would take draatic action
and would engage in such responsibilities as
would bring a heavy burden on the State. T
have no difficulty in deciding that, so far as
I am econcerned, the Minister shall have the
power outlined in the Bill. After all, it is
not a very drastic proposal. It may not be
necessary to exercise the powers conferred
under the Bill for years. Such powers, how-
ever, shonld have heen conferred on the
Minigter years ago, If this had been done,
there are many localities which would have
been active mining flelds to-day. I bave in
mind the Black Range mine, which produced
pold and gave the shareholders a profit of
£250,000 in 10 years. Then the company
adopted a dogin-the-manger policy. A weaker
company held an adjoining lease, and, not be-
ing in a position to expend a large sum of
money on a complete plant, were unable to
keop their mine dry, with the result that the
Black Range mine became flooded and could
not earry on. I am convinged, from the
knowledge I have of the underground man-
agor, Mr, Meecham, that if the Black Range
mine had heen worked as it should have been
it would have been a good proposition, in
that from the day it was worked until it
cloged down, it showed a profit of £1 per ton
of stone crushed. If the mine had not become
flooded—the workings have all fallen in—
hundreds of tributers would have been en-
gaged in the mine and would have been mak-
ing n good livelihood to-day. Other com-
panies have pursued the same policy. If
they camnot goet the next show, they endea-
vour to starve it out, Beeause another com-
pany is weak and cannot purchase the neces-
sary plant to develop their mine or unwater
their ming, they go into insolveney. I have
heard it said that the mine which receives no
benefit will be compelled to pray for the bene-
fits received by other mines. I eanmot find
anything of the sort in the Bil. The ex-
penditure incurred is to be paid by the mines
which benefit and if the Edna May, oer other
mines referred to by the member for Clare
mont (Mr. Duff) are in no danger of being
flooded and they receive no benefit from thesa
operations, they will pay nothing. I fail to
se¢ any danger in conferring these powers
upon the Minister. Tt is not an unreasonahle
Bill; it is a perfectly legitimate measure. T
do not view it with that abhorrence which
the member for Porth (Mr. Pilkington) pro-
fesses. Tt may be a step further hut it 13 a
step which should have been taken years ago.
T have no fear that any Minister, no matter
what party he represented, would take any
action which would not he in the best in-
terests of the conntry. We have to trust
Ministers in connection with cvery Aet put
on the statute-book. Much is left to the dis-
eretion of the Minister administering a par-
tieular Iaw, and T am quite prepared to give
the Minister for Mines the diseretion pro-
vided in this Bill. T hope the Minister will
not agree to an adjournment. The position
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at Westonia is such that it might be pos
sible to save this field to the country, and
pressure might be brought to bear on certair
companies to do their part. The sooner thi
is dong the hetter. I ghall do my best t
help the Minister to push the Bill through

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhce) [8.40]:
1 support the second reading. Sueh power:
should have been conferred upon the Minis
ter years ago. The Minister has read re
ports from the responsible officer and he
says there is8 a danger to ihe lives of the
men working in the Westonia distriet
Therefore, the earliest possible opportunity
sheuld be taken to see that the lives of
these men arc safeguarded. We miner
know that very often the watcrshed of &
particular field or line of lode might ncces
sitate one mine doing the pumiping for the
others, and if that mine stopped pumping
the others would have to instal machinery
The member for Claremont says there ia nc
danger at the Deeps as the cedient has done
evorything required of it. [If the natura
water level in the Bduna May i 84ft., and
the water rises to that level, the cemend
may Dbe asked to earry more than it car
carry, and the whole of the field may be
endangered, I ecertainly think the Minis
ter should have the power at all times ¢
take suweh action as will prevent the biek
ering which has been going on in Westonia
for years, and ecnable him to step in and
do the right thing, I hope the Bil] will In
passed as soon as possible becanse it wil
be in the best interests of mining in West
ern Australia for the Minister to have powe
to take such action wherever necessary.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

‘Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [8.41]: 1
trust the House will pass the seecond read
ing of this Bill, As various speakers haw
pointed out, these provisions are necessary ang
shonld have been put in the Act years ago
The question of water hampering mining
operations is mot cntircly new to me. Fo
many months I have been endeavouring te
get the department to .take action to cops
with the position at Comet Vale, but it has
been found that the department have nc
power at present. The wmember for Cool
gardie (Mr., Lambert) said that Mr, Moss
as owner of the Sand Queen, has publishec
a letter in the ‘‘Ralgoorlic Mirer,”’ it
which he states his willingness to hand ove
his lerse to the Gladsome company. The
maemher for Coolgardie is fully aware thal
thie letter in the ‘¢ Kalgoorile Miner’’ bean
no weight. The letter from Mr. Moss &
entirely different from his action when b
comes to the point nf making a catisfactor)
arrangement between the two mines. Th
member for Perth (Mr, Pilkington) mad
some reference to a provision in the Min
ing Aet whereby, if one company is bene
fited by tha pumping operations of othe
companies, those other companies ear
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claim o portion of the cost of handling the
water. That is perfectly correet, but I in-
terjected that eases of that nature had no
bearing whutever upon such cases as this
Bill is designed to meet. It is an entirely
different matter to deal with persons who
aro willing to go on developing their mines
and who are hampered by water from an
adjoining lease when the owners of that
lease make no effort to prevent the water
interfering with the operations of their
neighbours. Various members also raised
the objection that the Bill commits the
State to eompulsory purchase of mining
machinery, but a perusal of the Bill shows
that that will not be the state of affairs
at all, The measurec merely gives the Min-
ister power tfo purchase mackinery where
that course is for the bencfit of the mining
industry and the State generally. I want
hon. members te realise that although the
mining companics are termcd the owners of
those leases, the State is in the position of
a landlord and that the companies are
mcrely in the position of lessees from the
State. The State has a vital interest in
secing that the leases are worked to the
very best advantage. When the owners of
adjoining lenses, or a group of leases in
close proximity, are unable to come to a
satisfactory arrangement for dealing with
water, it scams only just that the State in
its cepacity of landlord should intervene
and adjust the differences in the best in-
terests of all concerned. I think the Minia-
ter and members will agree with me that that
is the ohjeet of this amending Bill. On
the question of unrgeney I :m prepared to
accept the word of the Minister and the
wordl of the member for the district in
which the Westonia field iz ‘situated. It
may be neccossary to use the powers under
this Bill and if it is not nccessary ne harm
will be done. As rcgards the Comet Vale
distriet, which is situated in my electorate,
while there is no question of danger to the
men employed, there is a eertain degree of
urgrenay inasmuch as the Sand Queen Co.—
notwithstanding Mr. Moss’s letter to the
“Kalgoorlie Miner’’—are at present hold-
ing the picee of ground in question and the
water i3 flowing into the Gladsome mine and
hampering operations there. At the same
time, the Sand Queen Co. are complying
with labour conditions by reason of
their employing half a dozen  men
at a lease situated about half a mile
distant. This is so nnder the con-
centration of lahour  conditions. The
Sand Queen company are violating the spirit
of sthe law, but keeping its letter. Their
action to-day i certaimly hampering the
operations of the Gladsome company. Fur-
ther on the question of urgency, there are
some .20 or 25 men at Comet Vale, nearly
all married men with wives and families in
the district. They are anxiously awaiting
news that the Government will take ‘zome
steps to cnable them-to continne their work
in the distriet. They cannot remain there
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unemployed for any length of time, There
is no c¢mployment at Comet Vale but the
employment on the mines. If those men have
six months’ unemployment there, it mears
that for them the mines might as well close
down altogether. I. desire again to compli-
ment the Minister on the introduction of
this Bill, which although somewhat drastie,
is absolutely necessary in the interests of the
mining industry. . 1 fully realise that the
powers under the Bill will need to be used
with great discretion. As other members
have pointed out, the Minister sanctioning
action under this Bill will earry grave re-
sponsibilities. It is not to be thought that
any man will hold the important portfolio
of Mines in this State if he will not con-
sider the importance of any action he may
take under such a measure as this and satisfy
himself” beforehand that it will be in the
best interests of the mining industry. I
support the second reading, and I hold that
there is good reason for allowing the measure
to pass through all its stages to-night so
that the news may go out to the workers
interested that the Government are abouot
to step in for the purpose of protecting the
interests of the mining industry of this
State.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon, J.
Seaddan—Albany—in reply) [8.51]: I de-
sire to say that I appreciate very much the
ione of the discnssion, and the evidence that
hon, members are prepared, when called upen,
to realise the great responsibiliy that rests
not only upon the Minister for Mines but
also vpon Parliament in taking the action
that is being taken to-day. It ia well that
the publiec of Westonia should know and ap-
preciate the aetion of this House, for we fre-
quently hear statements made by interested
parties—and the same thing is occasionally
printed in the newspapers—that Parliament
just jogs along doing nothing of importance
and only talking. But the fact must be
realised that to-day is private member’s day,
which now occurs only every other week, and
that private members have been quite willing,
withont raising the slightest objection, to
forego practically the entire sitting in order
that this important matter may be dealt
with, Sueh a fact affords proof that Par-
liament when called upon to shoulder a re-
sponstbility does not hesitate to do mo. I
make these rtemarks in order to help the
people of Westonia to a proper appreciation
of the position. Next I want to say tp, the
member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington), who I
regret to observe is not in his place, that this
is not a question of law. I want that cireum.-
stance to be realizsed. It is a question of
making a law which does not exist, a ques-
tiom of making a law jin order to meet a
diffieutty which may have a Qisastrous effect
unless something of this nature is dome.. I
know what the law is at the moment. True,
I'do not know it quite 30 well as the member
for Perth knows it, because . he has recently
been -engaged in a: mining law suit. But it
is because the present law does not meet the
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position which has arisen that .we require
this amendment. I want the member for
Perth to realise that whatever may be the law
at the moment, whatever may be his opinion
of that law, it does not affect the fact that
the present case cannot be met by the exist-
ing law, T want to say, too, to the member
for Perth—enlarging upon what the member
for Menzies (¥Mr. Mullany) has suggested—
that the men wining upen Crown lands under
lease have obtained leases in order to work
mines with a view to obtaining mincrals which
belong to the State. Therefore cach of them
has the right to work his lease, but has no
right to ruin an adjoining lease. While a
man has the right to work his lease in order
to obtain mincrals, the State as landlord
eannot permit any action, or any want of
action, on the part of such a man to force
others out of lensos which they hold for the
same purpose. Although the legislation pro-
poscdl by this Bill appears to the member
for Perth intensely drastic, I have to point
out that the State as owner of the property
merely authorises a lease holder to do cer-
tain things ou Crown Iands and that the State
has the right to say to a leaseholder, *‘You
shall eontinue your operations for the bLenefit
of the general community,’’ or ‘‘You shall
cease your operations for the benefit of the
general community.’’ All that we say by this
Bill, therefore, is that if a mine is aban-
doned and the water from that mine is
lishle to do injury to adjoining mines, the
Govermment may, if the mines cannot agree
to do certain things, step in and do those
things, wherenpon the mines shall share the
expense.  The member for Claremont (Mr,
Duff) astonished me when le said he eould
assure the House that there was no imme-
dizte danger. From all the information that
T have obtained, I believe there js immediate
danger. Tt is not merely a question of a
flow of water from one ming to another and
baling it away, We have nlready been as-
sured by the assistant Government Mining
Engineer that in one place, where an cxperi-
ment was tried, the whole of the stopes have
collapsed. Onece the stopes in a mine begin
to collapse wholesale, it is liable to affeet
the adjoining mines.

Mr, Duff: I was only veferring to the
question of urgency. ‘Two or three daye
eannot make any difference.

The. MINISTER FOR MINES: T give the
hon. miember an agsurance that the power I
ask for will be exercised if it is estential,
and not otherwize. T also give him an assur-
ance that 1 will not put the power inte op-
cration until T have the fullest reports from
all sonrces. But I am not going to allow
any ore section to encroach to the detriment
of the whole community, Therefore I ask
the House to pass the Bill, realising that the
existing law will not permit the Government
to do that which is cssential under the com-
ditions prevailing. Now let me reply to the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert). This
Bill, if passed, will not eall upon the Minis-
ter, and that is to eay, the Government, to
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purchase any plant. But the measvre wilk
give the very power to which some reference
wag made by the member for Mount Magnet
(Mr. Troy)—a power which, I think, should
be cxercised in cases of necessity. A mine
on certain Crown lands held under lease may,
by reazon of having a rieh run of lode or
rcef, he able fo carry on operations more
speedily and extensively than an adjoining
mine, and thus may bs worked out more
quickly, The owners of the rich mine have,
amongst other plant, certain machinery
which is nceessary for pumping or baling
aperations in the ordinary way. Then, be-
cause they want to force the owners of the
adjoining mine into letting them have an
interest in that property as well—supposing
the reef has gone into the adjoining pro-
perty—they may take up the attitude of say-
ing, **Tf you do not et ug in, we will remove
all our plant and leave yon stranded.’’ That
may he all right from the point of view of
& company or an individual trying to get a
pull over an adjoining property, but it is not
alt right from the standpoint of the State.
I contend that hefore the plant is removed
it should he made available for the purposes
for which it was installed by the people who
obtained the advantage of the minerals in
the first mine. Under this Bill the Minister
will have the right to lease that machinery,
paying a fair rate for rental and for depre-
cation, But there is nothing in the Bill to
prevent the Government from purchasing
any plant on the mine. At the same time,
there is nothing to compel them to purchase.
If the Minister finds that the machinery will
be required for an cxtended period for
pumyping purposes, it is due to the owners
that “they shoudl have at least an oppor-
tunity te sell to the Government and thus
rid themselves of the respounsibility of lold-
ing the machinery until suel time ag it be-
comes fit to be serapped; that is, if it is not
going to be of any further use to them. But
the machinery may bo required by the Gov-
ernment for a period of only n few weeks, og
two or three weeks, to test certain lodes—
say the lodes whieh are said to exist in the
Central mine. In sueh cases the Govern-
ment will pay rental for the use of the plant,
aud nlse depreciation. Such 2 eourse is in-
finitely better than compelling the holders
of adjoining leases to hunt round for mach-
inery simply because the owners of the
nmiachinery choose to take up a sclfish, dog-in-
the-manger attitude, saying, ‘‘We will re-
move that which is of little value to us
when removed, and which is of great value
to you wherc it is gituated.’” That iz all
T desite to say, except that I believe the
position to he so important and so urgent
that the powers asked for in this Bill should
he granted, subject to an assurance from me
that I will not operate under those powers
until auch time as it is found wise to do so,
and that T will not operate under them ex-
¢ept after thorongh and complete inquiry.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.

Bill passed through Commitiee without de-
bate, reporied without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil,

BLLL—POSTPONED DEBTS,

Read a third time and trangnitied to the
Legislative Couneil,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1919-20.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Stulhs in the Chair.

Vote—Pulice, £140,352:

Hon. W, (& ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle: T had heped that the Minister
wounld have something to say on his Easti-
mates.

The Premier: There is nothing to intro-
duce.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: I know that Woods
and Forests are under the control of the Min-
jster for Mines, bhut seeing that the Police
Department has been mixed up with these
other departmentd, T expected o hear some
introduetory remarks from the Minister
about police matters. T want to point out
that a systemm has bheen adopted of late in
connection with our police foree under which
the members of the foree are allowed to carry
armg. T am unable to find avy provisions
in the Police Aet which give power to the
police to carry armg, T know there is power
under ®eetion 0, which gives the Commis-
sioner powcr to frame rules, orders, or regu-
Iatiens whereby he can provide for certain
contingencies.

Mr. Smith: TIs there anything to prohibit )

them from carrying arms?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No. Section 9
preseribes the class of arms which police-
men ¢an earry, but I am umable to trace
either in the Police Act or in the Criminal
Code or in any regulotion, mle, or order
made under Seetion 9 of the Police Aect,
anything giving that power to a police con-
stablee. We have to-day in the Kalgoorlie
digtriet a fair number of policemen and
specinl constables armed with vifles,  The
Commissioner has no power to authorise the
arming of these men unless he has frst made
an order under Section 9 of the Police Act,
and has veceived the approval of his Minis-
ter. T have the latest regulation dealing
with the arming of the police. It ia dated
. 18th September, 1914—the Labour Govern-
ment were then in office. T will read this
1egulation for the information of hen. mem-
hers—

In accordance with the provisions of
Section 9 of the Police Act, 1892, the Hon.
the Minister has been pleased to approve
of the following: instructions relating to
the use of arms by the police for -general
anidauce:—The attention of all members

of the force is directed to Section 233 of
the Criminal Code Act, 1413, the provi-
sions of which must be strictly adhered
to.  Seetion 233 of the Criminal Code
provides ns  follows:—* When a police
officer i proveeding lawfully to arrest,
with or without warrant, & person
for o effenee  which is  such  that
the éffender may be arvested without war-
rang, and the person sovght to be arrested
takes to flight in order to avoid acvest, it
is fawful for the police officer, and for
auy person lawtully assisting him, to use
such foree as may be reasonably nceessary
to prevent the escape of the person sought
to be arrested. But this seetion does not
auathorise the wse of foree whigh is in-
tended or is likely to canse death or griev-
ous hodily harm, exeept in a ease where
the person songht to he arrested is reason-
ably suspecteq of laving  comuitted an
offenee punishable with death or imprison-
ment Tor life under this Code, nor uatil
the person sought to be arrested has
been called upen to surrender.’”’  The
section materially alters the Ilaw re-
lating to the use of arms by the police,
and it ig now only in case where the per-
son sought to be arrested is reasonably
suspected of having committed an offence
punishable with death or imprisonment for
life wnder the Code, and has first been
enlled upon to surrender, that a constable
would be justified in using a firear, or
any other foree intended or likely to canse
death ov grievous bodily harm. However,
there is still no  doubt that where an
offender himsclf turns a deadly weapon
againsgt a constable with the intention of
taking life, the latter would be justified

- in usingr o firvesrm.,  Under Secetion 74 of

the Prisons Act, 1903, a police officer
charged with the custody of any person
under sentence of death or penal servitude
or imprisonment for any term may fire
upen any such prisoncr while attempting
to escape from any prison or other place,
or while attempting to assanlt any guard.
gaoler, warder, police officer, or other per-
son as aforesaid, ov any other prisoner,
provided that such firing shall appenr to
be neeessary to prevent the eseape of snch
prisoner, or the assault commmitted or at-
tempted by such prisoner was of o char-
acter apparently dangerous to the life or
likely to caunse bodily harm to the person
assaulted or threatened. A safe rule for
all oceasions is to maintain a cool deq
meanour, to aveid threatening, and, when
extreme nceessity arises, to aet with
promptuess and determination.  Seetion 8
of the Police Aet reads as follows:—
“‘The Commissioner of Police may from
time to time, with the approval of the
Minister, frame rules orders and regula-
tions for the general government of mem-
bers of the police foree as well with re-
spect to their places of residence, their
clagsifieation, grade distribution, partieu-
lar services and imspcetion as to the des-
eription of ariis and accovtrements awl
other necessaries to be furnished to thom.'’
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As far as I ean gather, this is the only regu-
lation which deals with the arming of the
police.
The Attorney General: Ts it illegal for
anyonc to earry arms? .
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, unless they
are licensed within the towns. The Police Act
does not provida for it, exeept by regulation
or rule. This regniation cdoes not provide for
it. The Criminal Code states distinetly it
can only be used in the case of a prisoner
who is punishable for his crime with death
or imprisonment for life. There is no other
regulation, .
The Attorney General: There ought to be.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: What there ought
to be is one thing and what there is is an-
other, There is none, and in consequence
the Government are breaking the law.

Mr. Pilkington: Do they require a regu-
Intion to authorise them to wear boots?

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: I am not sure,
But the Act states definitely what .they have
to provide for. .

Mr. Pilkington: What they may provide
for.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: They have to
state definitely the deseription of the arms
and aceoutrements.
boots under this,

Mre. Pilkington: If they are not described
it does mot prevent them wearing ordinary
boots.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There is no law
which states that they can carry arms, ex-
cept a regulation be made. I am not going
to say that a thoroughly trained person is
likely to do mueh injury by the possession
of arma, but T do say that when special con-
stables are sworn in, somz of whom have
never had a gun in their hands, there issome
danger, and therefore when men are armed
and paraded with arins, it has a tendency to
cauge disturbance, it has a tendeney to lead
men to violenee.

Mr. 8mith: And n tendency to keep them
quiet,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Make no mistake
about that. Before the Government arm a
body of men they should first abide by the
law; they should first be sure that the person
to whom they issue a rifle knows how to
handle that rifle and therefore will not be a
source of danger to the publiec.

The Premicr: People who earry revolvers
are atill more dangerous,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T am not going to
argue that at all, but there are ecrtain pro-
vigiong in the Police Act to he carried out.

The Attorney General: Not in regard to
the arming of constables,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Well, why is it
there, why was it necessary to issue special
regulations ¥

The Attorney General: Regulations have
nothing to do with the carrying of arms.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Regulation 459a
has to do with the carrying of arms by the
police. The regulation was framed in ac-
cordanece with the Act. To-day the Govern-

They might describe the °
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ment are acting legally. There is a proper
method to be adopted. It has not hbeen
adopted, and in my opinion the Government
are acting illegally. I do not blame the
police Lor everything they have to do. I
realise they bave sworn to earry out certain
duties. 1 think we have-as good a police
foree in Western Australiz as has any other
part of the Commonwealth. At the same
time, we pay them less than police are paid
in many other parts of the world.

The Minister for Mincs: Not now.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, now.

The Minister for Works: Pay does not
give a man shility to use a weapon.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: The pay of the
police force in England is as follows:—On
appointment, 70s. a week and allowances,
inelnding  house rent; first year, 72s,;
seeond year, 74s.; 3rd year, 76s.; 4th year,
78s.; Sth year, 80s.; 6th year, 82s.; Tth year,
§4s.; 8th year, 806s.;. 9th year, 88s.; 10th
year, 90s.; up to the 17th year, 92s. 6d.; up
to the 22nd yoenr, 93s. Those arc the weekly
wages in England, approved by a special
commission. In Western Australia a pro-
bationer gets 8s. 4. per day with £29 a
year allowance if he lives out. If he lives in
barracks 5s. a week is taken off his allow-
ance. Up-to three years he gets 93 4d. a
day, from three to five yenrs 9s. 10d.; from
five to 10 yoars, 10s, 4d.; from 10 to 15
years, 10s. 10d.; from 15 to 20 years, 1ls.
4d.; trom 20 years and over, 11s, 10d. That
is the difference between England and West-
ern Australia.

The Minister for Works: Those wages are
only reecent, There was not that difference
two years ago.

Mon, W, C. ANGWIN: The wages we pay
to-day are not what we paid two years ago.
That is the differcnce to-day. In Queens-
land, for the first year a constable gets 10s.
a day as compared with our 8s. 4d.; from the
second to the 5th year he gets 10s. 6d. as
against our 9s, 10d.; from the Gth to the
10th year he gets 1ls. in ¢omparison with
our 10s. 4d.; from the 11th to the 15th year
he gets 1ls. 6d. as against our 10s. 104,;
from the 16th to the 20th ycar he gets 12s,
as against our 1l1s. 4d.; and for over 20
years he gets 12s. Gd. as against our 1ls,
10d. The pay of sergeants and other officers
is comparable with ours in the same way. Al
policeman has to live, just as has any other
person; he eannot live on air, It is true that
ke has certain allowances. If he ig in a bar-
rack he pays no house rent; if renting a
house he has an allowance to meet it. But
the same thing applies in England over and
above the wages I have enumerated, and
they thire get 1s. 6d. o week to keep their
boots in repair. Here they get nothing what-
ever for that. The police in Queensland got
their honse rent. As a matter of fact if we
take the police force right through the vari-
ous parts of the Empire we find they are paid
1$ss in Western Australia than pnywhere
else. " ’ ’ ’

The Minister for Mines: The pay is prae-
tically the same throughout Australia,
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, in Queensland
it is fixed by Arbitration Court award. In
Tngland it is fixed by a eommission. Fancy
a man with a wife and family having to live
on 9s. 44. a day! How is it possible for him
to live!

Mr. Smith: How is it possible for him to
build houses?

Mr. Jones: It is the lowness of the pay
that makes it posgible; you know that.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T lave a house, but
I built it myself in my spare time,

The Minister for Mines: You would not Le
permitted to do that now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, I have not the
time. The Minister and his eolleagues keep
me here 12 hours a day. However, I have
managed to onlarge the honse since I have
been in Parliament. I am mercly showing
that in all probability some of these police-
men are building .houses in their spare time.

The Premicr: More power to them if it is

s0.

Hou. W. G, ANGWIN: All will agree with
that, But in Western Australia they have
to put in more time on duty than in any
other State, In the other States the police-
man, if called upon for extra duty, is paid
for if, but it is not so in Western Australia.

The Premier: Here he iz paid for seven
daye a week.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: But in other ecall-
ings if a man works on Sunday he gets
double time, It is time the Minister gave
the police force greater consideration in re-
gard to selary. The men are not paid suffic-
ient to live upon. I know some with large
families who have great difficulty in main-
taining those families.

The Minister for Mines: They have a lot
of spare time.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Some have 10 or
12 children to maintain. I do not know how
they manage to live on 12s. a day with com-
modities at sweh high prices. The Minister
shonld feel he is not doing his duty to the
men by paying them so small a pittanee.
These men work very long hours and are al-
ways at call, When we have men who carry
oub their work in a proper manner, Parlia-
ment should be only too pleased to fittingly
pay them for their services. In regard to
the trouble at I'remantle, T say there is more
trouble in the headlines of the newspapers
than in Fremantle itself, Than Fremantle
there is no more contented, more orderly, sca-
port town in any part of the world, T ad-
mit there wag a disturbance on the 4th May;
but in all walks of life we find men getting
over the odds cccasionally. We have done it
here. The Minister for Works did it the
other day, when he wauked out of the Cham-
ber.

The Minister for Works: That was only
an incident.

The Minister for Mines: We ought to have
declared him black,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The fact of the
police in Fremantle having been armed has
made it appear to the public that things
there are in a worse condition than they
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readly are. It is as quiet a port as any or-
dinary port is.

Mr, Troy: It is only the usual port town.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: It is perfectly quict
down there,

Mr, Troy: I take your word for it.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I was in town on
Yriday evening about 10 o’clock and saw
nothing of 2 riot. A man was arrested but
I saw no disturbance, although on the fol-
lowing morning the paper referred to a riot
at Fremantle. This man was arrested for
using bad language. Another man asked
the policeman to let him go but he too was
arrested, and is said to lave pulled out a
revolver, There is nothing in the matter at
all.

The Minister for Mines: They will not
give you time to look down the barrel.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: There were three
routes by which these two men could have
been taken to the police station, each route
beiug about the same distance. At one place
I was addressing an open air meeting
at which some 300 persons were assembled,
and yet the police chose that particular
route for taking these men to the police sta-
tion. The result was that I lost my and-
icnee, for everybody followed the crowd.
There was a big crowd gathered about and
as a resuit it was said there was a riot in
Fremantle, There was no row at all. In
a fow minutes T saw about 20 policemen in
the strcet and wondered what had happened.
Things were as quiet as possible,

The Minister for Mines: That is evidenee
of alertuess on the part of the police.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: Yes, but it is also
evidence that we are paying out the finances
of the State in direetions in which they are
not required. There is no necessity for
maintaining a large police force in Fre-
mantle. T have lived there for about 28
years, and I say that Fremantle iz as
orderly as it was when I first went, there.

The Minister for Works: You will not
guarantes it against disorder.

Mz, Troy: We cannot guarantee jyou
againat disorder,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I cannot guaran-
tee myself agninst disorder. So far as Fre-
mantle is concerned, there is no seaport in
the Commonwealth that is as orderly,

The Minister for Mines: That may not be
saying much,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I{ saya a great
deal. OQur police records will bear out what
I say.

The Minister for Mines: It may not be say-
ing much to compare Fremantle with other
ports, '

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Day after day not
a case is heard at the police court unless it
he that of an occasional drunken person., As
one of the representatives of Fremantle, I
gzy that the action of the Commissioner of
Folice and the Government is casting
a slor upon the town. I thope the
Minister will see that less money is spent
there on police protection, and will give the
town a chanee of proving that it is as
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orderly as any other town in Western Aus-
tralia. I trust the Minister will reconaider
the amouut of wages that he is paying to
members of the police force and place them
on the same footing in reguard to rates as is
the case in other parts of the Commonwealth
and elsowhere.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [9.35]:
I am glad the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Angwin) has brought up the
question of special poliec coustables, par-
ticularly those who are carrying arms. T
was under the impression that there was no
power to arm the police, especially speeial
constables, as was the ease on the goldfields
the other day.

The Attorney General: There is ne doubt
about that power.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is power to
niake regulations,

Mr. LUTEY: T have vot seen any reguln-
tions permitting this to be douwe. Tt was
not right for the aunthorities to arm speeinl
constables who are known to be bitter par-
tisnns, The fact of snch people cavrying
rifles might easily have incited a riet on the
iEastern Goldfields. There is no more law/abid-
ing community in the world than on the
FEastern Goldfields, especially at the Boulder.

The Minister for Works: Are not they a
law unto themselves?

Mr. LUTEY: They are law-abiding, Tf
everybody lived in the way these people do
it wonld be a good thing for all the werld.
It was a wrong action on the part of the
authorities to arm men in the way that was
done last Monday. It was pure camouflage
and there was no necessity for it. T balieve
it was done for a partiewlar reazon, namely,
to give the impression that was given re-
garding Fremantle, that it was nceessary to
bave these men armed. I do not know
whether the Minister knows anything con-
cerning the cases of arms and boxes of am-
munition that were sent to the goldfields.
They were sepposed to consist of machinery
that was being seat to Hampton TMains.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They took them from
Fremantle in an ambulance wagon, and 1
snw them shifted.

Mr. LUTEY: I' believe they were well
guarded, and it was not long before they
reached those hands which the authorities
thought it proper should take them. Ii was
a serious thing to do to send rifles to the
goldfields. There was not the danger up
there that some people would have one he-
licve. There was a great fuss when the men
were ot the Chamber of Mines. T am as-
sured by those who were present that there
was no revolver shot fired on that day,
and yet we hear that there was a revolver
shot and the mine managers were intimi-
dated. There are many asgsertions going about
which are all astray from the trmth. It is
quite true that a number of mien did rush in
throngh the open door of the chamber, but
I am informed that the episode of the re-
" volver shot is n myth. T do not believe even
on ‘the Thureday tha$ there would lidve been
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any fnss if it had not been for the faet that
one individual puiled ont a revolver on the
crowd in his excitewent. Tf it had not beeu
for Detoctive-Sergeant Reid, who grabbed
thiz individnal, and also for one of the offi-
cers of the AW, U. who grappled with him,
oatything might bhave happened. If this
person had fired o shot somcthing very soo-
ious might have occurred. T do not know
whether this individual is responsible for his
actions and am not aeguainted with him per-
sonally. T believe, however, he was in an
exeited state, and that was the reason for
the excitement which ocewrred nt the time.
During the last few days on the goldfields T
am informed that speecial constables have
heen sworn in ot the soldicra’ institute. That
ig not the proper place for this sort of thing,
1t should have been done either at the Town
ITall or at the Police Station..

The Minister for Works: You eould swenr
at them anywhere,

The Minister for Mines: T suppose you
did.

Mr. LUTEY: It should lhave been done
at the right quarter, as I have said. The
wardens on the goldfields, or the mayer of
Kalgoorlic, should have enrolled them either
at the Police Station or Town Hall. With
regard to the gold stealing staff on the gold-
fields, some 18 months ago T asked a ques-
tion, and found that two-thirds of the gold-

fields deteetive staff  had  their salay-
ics paid by the Chamber of HMines,
and that the CGovernment paid the

other third. There are six imen and a ser-
geant on that staff. These men should be
solely undler the contrnl of the (iovernment
and be paid for by the Government. We
have frequently heard how these men are
sent by the Chamber of Mines to rejort
political meetings aud take o note of what
oceurs there, in order to inmstitute proseccu-
tions later. Since my reference to this mat-
ter T have noticed that these men lave kept
away from political meetings. On Saturday
night last, however, at a meeting held at
Boulder, .these men were again present in
the audience, I do not know whether they
took any notes, but T am certain that they are
in the pay of the Chamber of Mines and the
Covernment.

The Minister for Works; They are there
to obey orders.

Mr. LUTEY: Whose orders? Does the
Minister mean to say that-the Chamber of
Mines has no control whatever over this{
T there any country in the world where such
dual control would be permitted in the cnse
of officers of the law? I blame both the
present and past Governments for allowing
such a state of affairs to exist. In the fae-
tories in England there are special constables
paid for by the industries conecerned, In
South Afriea in the diamond mines there are
also special constables paid for by the com-
panies, and in America the same thing ap-
pertaing. Here we have 'the Chamber of
Mines paying two-thirdg, of  the wages of
these meri, and we see them af political meet-
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inge taking notes of what is being said with
a view to instituting prosecutions,

The Minister for Works: The ingtruetions
would be given by the police and not by the
Chamber of Mines,

Mr. LUTEY: The Minister appears to be
quite innocent in this matter. The practive
now in vogue should be abolished. If the
Chamber of Mines want a speeial staff of
deteetives, instead of paving two-thirds of
theiv wages they should pay the full wages
of four of the men and have the sele control
over thewm.

The Minigter for Works: Thex would not
Lave the authority they bave wow iff they
did that. You would not tolerate a private
policeman, They must he Government police-
wen if there ave any policemen at all.

Mp, LUTEY: They do it in other couu-
trics, and why should they not do it here?
I hope the Govermment will have the arrange-
ment completely altered. Tt has been a sore
peint with me for some time. T believe it is
wrong in prineiple and practice. At the cost
of living meeting, which was held in Eal-
goorlie some time ago, the nane of the leader
ot the Opposition waa taken and he was fined
for somcthing which was supposed to have
Teen not in order. It is scandalous that
deteetives shonld Dbe allowed to attend
these meetings for the purpose of instituting
prosecutions later, when they are in the em-
ployment of a rival political ecamp, as it
were, The memhber for Perth referred to
the question of Lloots. There is an Act
which says that the legal fraternity, when
appearing in court, must wear wigs. They
have to do this cven on hot davs,

The Attorney Gewneral: And they do not
Hko it

Mr. LUTEY: I do know that oceasionally
the police, especially mounted men, do wear
a special kind of boots.

The ATTORNEY GENERAT (Hon. T. T.
Draper—West Perth) [9.45]: I have risen
merely to reply to some of the legal ques-
tions which have been asked by the members
for North-East Fremantle (Mr, Angwin) and
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr. Lutey). I am fully
conscious that I am addressing hon. members
who would be ag ingistent as any member in
this House in maintaining law and order, no
matter where. There i no reflection against
Kalgoorlie or any other town at the present
time, Anyone who has had experience of
poldfields towns knows what work they have
doue in conncetion with the war, There is
in every portion of the community at the
present time considerable wnrest, a certain
seetion rvefusing to pay that regard for law
and order whieh we have a right to expeet
and which in normal times would be shown.
The member for North-East Fremantle sug-
gosts that there is a regulation which by
implication would prevent the police carrying
firearms. . The member for North-East Fre-
mantle hag not quite undlerstood the purport
of that regulntion which deals with Section
217 of the Criminal Cole, The Code con-
tains a section which wae iuserted for the
yurpose of justifying forece on the arrest of
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a person suspected of eritme .of a serious
nature, and who would be likely to cseape
unless force were used. There is no (uestion
iti that scetion about the vse of arma.  The
only word unsed is ‘‘foree.’’ In couuncction
with the trouble which was expected at Kal-
gooviie the other day, and which I am glad
to say did not take place, the section in the
'odle referring to such matters is 238, which
proviiles that it is lawful for any person to
nge such foree as is necessary to suppress a
riot.

Hon. T. Walker: There was no riot.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But before
mepsures can be taken to suppress a riot
it iz soggested that we must allow the riot to
take plage and then arm the police. It must
he obvious fo how wembers when proceedings
against law and order are anticipated, that it
is the «uty of any Uovernment to take such
mensarer ax will prevent any unfortonate in-
cident happening, and it is clearly the duty
of the Government to not onlv tuke measures
to ser that the people whom they ask to pre-
serve law and order, earry out justroetions,
Lut it is their duty also to sec that those
people are properly armed so that they may
be able to deteud themselves, There is ne
Inw whatever in this State which prevents
anybody carrying arms excet the Gun Li-
cenging Aet which applies to the earrying of
firearmsg within five miles of n wmonieipality,
andl this Aet recognises that the police
may be required to earry arms because it
specially exempts the police from its pro-
visions, It is therefore clearly recognised
by the Statute law of this State and com-
men law in England that if neecssary police-
men may carty firearms for the purpose of
performing their duty. The regulation the
member for North-East Fremantle referred
to has nothing to do with the carrying of
firearms but it merely applies to the indi-
vidual,

Hon. W. €. Angwin:
regulation there is.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Another
objection was taken, though mnot seriously,
as regards the place where special constables
are sworn in. Special constables may be
aworn in by any justice of the peace. Pro-
vision is contained in the Folice Aect,
Sections 34 and 38, They may be sworn in
when a riot or & serious disturbance oceurs
or when there iz reasonable ground for sus-
peeting that a disturbance or a riot will oe-
eur. Tt is idle for any hon. member to say
that there was no reasonable ground for sus-
peeting serions trouble, bearing in mind the
times in which we live, and we were perfectly
justified, and as a wmatter of fact it was the
actual duty of the Government, to see that
there was a sufficient foree in Kalgoorlic re-
eently to maintain order. Special constables
therefore were sworn in for that purpose and
T belicve some were armed.

Mr. Lambert: Do you think it was right
to arm active participants in the disputef

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: It wag
undounbtedly right to arm those who were
sworn in aa special constables, Of course if

That is the only



1382

the hon. member e¢arried that further there
would be no ong at all sworn in as speeial
constables, because in these days, whother we
like it or not, we are all participants in dis-
putes which arc taking place. Unfortunately
we cannot help ourselves. The position is
foreed upon us, There is nothing illegal in
what has been done and everything that the
Government have done in this respcet has
been Jjustifiable.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kangwna) [9.55):
The Attorney General has admitted that
these are extraordinary times and that they
are not confined to Ealgoorlie or to Perth or
to Australia. T have here a copy of the Lon-
don ‘‘Sphere’’ which shows a photograph
displaying the social conditions existing in
Canada. The heading is ‘“The Epidemic of
strikes in Winnipeg. How the middle classes
defend themselves.”’ The portrait shows a
marching mob of middle class people—not
all workers or strikery, but middleclass
people avmed with elubs and batons mareh-
ing through the streets of Winnipeg. All
through the world to-day there is commo-
tion. The foundations of socicty have been
stirred by the events of the past five years.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The whole of the police
of London who are gvnardians of the law re-
cently went on strike.

Hon. T. WALKER: 7Yes, the police them-
selves went on strike and it is not so long
since there was a strike in the Government—
some refused to go on. These are times when
the lowest stratum of soclety is struggling in
the light and beginning to breathe the air
that smacks of independence, This is the
time when they are struggling for life. They
have been held down in bendage and seridom
for centuries past.

The Minjster for Works: They will not
allow the other fellows to have it.

Hon, T. WALKER: No more than the
hon. member would allow any thief to take
from his premises what rightfully belonged
to the hon, member. Labour i3 the right of
the man who lives alone by labour, and when
others come in to try and break up their
right to labour, to break up their organisa-
tions and put them at the merey of their em-
plovers, then they have the right to protest,
they have the right to take cven stronger
measres,

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Minister for Works
fis 2 member of the engineers’ society.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly, but
what have the Government dome in this in-
stance? There has been o fend existing and
we cannot get rid of it, until we get a re-
turn of the solidarity of the labour move-
ment.  There has been a fewd which has
héen fanned, fostered, and intensified by the
employers. There is a solidarity on the part
of the employers. The Employers’ TFedera-
tion has determined to break up the unity of
the laboor organisations throughout the whole
of Australia, - T ‘

‘Mr. O'Loghlén: Thére is also an or'g'aﬁi:épd.-

attempt to keep-hien of 9s. 7d.'a day.
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Hon. T. WALKXER: The whole purpose is
to keep wages down, to keep the labouring
classes conscious of their misery and to con-
tinue them in slavery—I say slavery advis-
vdly, because the man whe is not allowed to
develop his qualities, his capacities and as-
piratiions i3 a slave, The ,man who has to
¢rush hiwself, to vepress his ambitions, to
corb his tastes—his intellectnal and his ar-
tistie tastes—in o der that he may barely
live, i3 o beast of burden. He is in the bonds
of slavery. He is not a free individual, he
ig a slave, That is the position sought to be
placed on a certain section of the workers.
Wherever we find one who is willing to help
the Employers’ Federation break up the work-
ers, wherever we find one ealling himself w
Nationalist, who is willing to break a strike,
te toke the side of the employers as against
his brethren in the case of a confliet between
the two, he is applanded, flattered, glorified,
is granted the privilege of carrying a rifle in
the strcets of IKalgoorlie as a special con.
stuble. He is dignified, uplifted and re-
warded in every way. He is a hero for the
time being—that is to say, it is pretended
that he is a hero. And, unfortunately, his en-
vironment and his heredity lave been such
that he is carried off his feet Ly this nursing,
this patting on the baek, this praise in the
Press, this landation in our courts; he is
earried right off his feet and he thinks it is
something glorious to stand in opposition to
hiz brethren, to those who arc fighting to
make homes comfortable, to be able to live
without having to sojourn in kenmels, tubs,
and miserable hovels, That iz the position
to-day. or is it confined to Australia.
Therve ig a simjlar state of things in Canada,
in the Tnited States, in France, and in Eng-
land itself, No wonder we hear a howl of
execration if anyone dare to ask for betier
conditions under all the cireumstances, fa-
miliar to everybody, of the wholesale profit-
cering that has gone hand in hand with the
sliibboleth of patriotism. The truest patriots
we have had before the rccent struggle have
heen the workers, They have fought the
battle for the world. They are still the true
patriots in being the creators of the wealth -
of any country in swhich they live. But for
the present moment the man whe stands up
and faces a profiteer and says, ‘‘I am going
to have my fair share of the world’s good
things; wmy wife shall not go ill-clad, my
¢hildren wnshod, my habe unfed. I, teo,
want my share of what the world has to offer
and what these hands, hard with labour, have
helped to ereate, Of what these hands, this
sweat of my brow, have created, my family
ghall have an adequate share.”’ Beeause of
that he is locked upon as a clags agitator,
as a traitor to society; he is branded as dis-
loyal. And let him have a little moral pluck
and exceed by one iota the usual decorum of
a calm advocate of his rights, and straight-
way you aym your police and march them
carrying rifles. And you swear in, not police-
men anxious to dee that disorder does not
oceur, but astual advoeatés,’ actual “enthusi-
asts, actnal “fanatics opposed to those very
men who ave working' for the Détterment of
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their lot.  You arm them, Could .you more
embitter human hearta than by this conduect?
These very wen whoge lot the unionists are
fighting to better, having got in the clutehes
and under the spell of those who have been
for nges their masters and still want to be
masters in the most objectionable sense of
the term, turn upon their comrades, menace
them with firearms, threaten them with blad-
geons for wanting what is their just due,
Could there be anything more opprobrious
than conduet of that kind, anything better
ealenlated to incite a mob? Give the erowd
80 insulted the chance, and bloodshed would
be imevitable. I think the people of Kal-
goorlic have just eause for complaint. There
is no riot, no threat of 2 riot. There is a
determination that those men who are sworn
enenlies to their clags—that is the class that
has to live by work and wants to live honour-
ably by work, wanta to live without starva-
tion constantly haunting them—enemies to
their class and their own kith and kin, shall
take their proper places. To arm these
people and turn them on their brothers,

to woive these people power over the
. backhone of the country, these who
have made the wmines, those who have

built np the wealth of Awstralia, these who
have madc Western Australin what it is and
given it its world-wide fame, is to invite
civil war. When the true history of these
events is written, when these class distine-
tions have disappeared and humanity has
become the byword, the leading prineiple
for the guidance of men, this act and acts of
a like nature will be held up as evidence of
the savagery, the brutality of this partienlar
pericd of our history, just as we frighten
now ovur children by the story of the Black
Hole of Caleuita or other like atrocities of
a ruling power. There is worse than this.
In order still more to exeite feeling, still more
to emphasise the crisis, a magistrate takes
an active part in these affairs who, because
of his known proclivity to favour the Cham-
ber of Mines and the ruling demagogues of
that part of the world, is execrated by the
ordinary run of citizens. Time was when
we respectod our magistrates, respected them
beeause of their impartiality and their fair-
ness, their sense of justice even to their bit-
terest opponents. But here is a man on the
bench whose character is snspected to the
extent that he iz adjudged to be unfair to
a large section of the working population,
HMe is the man who takes an active part, he-
comes conspienous; and in the performance
of his duttes, which he may or may not have
rightly performed, he goes out of his way,
nof to swear in these men at the place where
special constables usually are sworn in, in
his courts or in the precinets of his courts
or in the preeinets of the civic halls, but he
wants an association, something that ap-
peals to the imagination of the people,
something that apreals to the imagina-
tion of Western Australia, something that
appeals to the wavering clectors faced with
the coming events of the Federal conflict.
He goes to the barracks of the soldiers, 2s

[52]

‘it will not end where it is.
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if this were par excellence the erowning of
the patriotic deeds of the loyal soldiers who
have cowe back here from the war. TUe
swears them in as spetial constables and
places in their hands rifles, and they march
in the neighbourhood of the mines, cavrying
the very symbols of war with them. It is
dramatie, it is another faree played Ly a
tovernmment that talks of being really nation-
alist, He scts class againat class. These are
the taeties that put the poniard into the very
hearts of the citizens and poison them againat
the elass that could be so bitter, so reient-
less, se eruel in the furtherance of ita own
agims. Tt is that T object to. The act that
has heen done fosters class hatred, No one
wants more than I do the general unity and
comradeghip of all ecitizens in a true com-
monwealth, a wealth common to ns all in our
glorious democracy. But thig is impoessible
whilst we bhave a Government aiding and
abetting the enemies of the workers, arming
them and intensifying the apirit of class
hatred in our midst. Tf this is persiated in,
I hope to good-
negs it will not be persisted in. T hope
that hurts may be healed and differences un-
derstoord, and that we may have again the
cementing and union of that body which ere-
ates the wealth of the world, and wavnts to
participate, wants to have its share therein.
As sure as we are living more evil things
will follow, if not to-day, later on, with more
violence and with worse consequences, The
spectacie of the fall of the Czar of Russia
is an episode in one nation; the fall of Lonis
XVI. in Franece was an episode then, but an
episoile that was a culmination of accumu-
lated injuries and wrongs perpetrated by the
ruling classes. If we perpetrate these insults
and wrongs to those who are human beings,
despite their hopeless positions, an hour will
¢eme when the wheel of fortune will tum
and the law of equilibrium will asgert itself
and justice will be obtained in the triumph
of the oppressed and, unfortunately, perhaps
by the suffering and misery of those who
have been the oppressors in the past. I say
it is a scandal that theze men of Kalgoorlie
should be brought down to Perth for trial,
and that the inciters of these very men, thosg
who have pgoadaed them inte doing whatever
they have done, should be allowed immunity
to escape not only the penalty of their insnlts
and irritations, but the penalty of the fur-
ther insult of taking sides, aided by the Gav-
ernment and menaced even with the foree of
arms. I want to leave that subject
now and ask what are we doing morct By
these methods, we are corrupting the man-
hoott of a large portion of ounr valuable eiti-
zenship, for, fortunately, the Labour Govern-
ment even made citizens of the police and
gave them citizen rights. They are common
with their comrades; they are citizens with
their fellow men; they are brother workers,
if I may so express it, with these men they
have brought in their custody to Perth, T
am speaking of the police. FProm what I have
seen of the general bulk of them, they are
as fine a body of men as could be found for



1584

the preservation of peace and order in any
country in the world, but we are corruptiog
them and Aividing then from ¢itizenship,
and making them hired spics against their
follow men. We are making them traitors
to the eommunity from which they ave
sprung and to which they helong. We are
arming them against those who are ﬁg]}tmg
to botter their lot, for geoduess knows theiv lot
i miscrable enough. Their pay is wretehed
and they are wretehed in their hopes for as-
cension or hetterment. A whole life migl}lz
be spent in the police force, and a man - is
very Ntthe hetter off at the end of it thaw
when he hegan.  We are corroding and spoil-
ing the Lest of thetr qualities and, if we wish
te findd an acgentuation of that speiling pro-
cess, we have only to take another brawch of
the force, for which 1 eannot have the re-
spect T shonld like to have—T mean the de-
tective hramch.  There we bave an organised
bady  ostensibly to preserve peace, not to
carry out the laws and prevent mischief, but
to find! demizens for our gaocls, to be sure to

keep the gaols fuil, to get hold of a person

amd, by the skill of manutactured evidence
aml the suppression of every fact that would
tell in favowr of the acemsed give him no
opportunity to escape. 1 mm speaking of
what T know. The detectives are getting
bl of citizens and making it impossible for
them to eseape from their elutehes.  Sowe
day or other we must have an independent
and tearleas emnmission te investigate the
criminal investigation brancll of the police
fovee. T object to the methods adopted to
make the police the tools of the employiug
class of the community, the leisured class of
Wegtern Australin, T say our police shoull
be what the police in England are—to keep
people ont of offences, to prevent erime and
only, as a very last resource, to take into
custody and charge. The police should be of
assistance to the community, and should not
bhe mere spies npon the community, not mare
Funting dogs, bloodhouuds, secking to track
down the person who has made the slightest
alip ur is found in a suspicious situntionm.
Our police shonld he differently drilled and
differently ambitioned.  They should have
some other end than that to which they are
get to direct their energies at the present
time,  They should be well paid. Just as in
China, where the doctor is paid when the
patient ig well and his pay stopped when the
patient beeames sick, so shoulidl onr guardians
of the peace he paid well so long as ¢rime
does not exist.  They should not he taught to
expoet promotion and stripes upon the uni-
Torm in aceordance with the nnmber of con-
vietions thev caun obtrin, The very opposite
method should be adopted. We conld afford
fo pay owr police weil if we had not to pay
{for the maintenanee of eriminals  and
warders in our gnols.
[Mr. Piesse touk the Chatr.]

Mr, Smith: Why did not you attempt to

do that when yvon wore in office?

Hon. T. WALKER: T Qid and what help
dih T et from the ““Sonday Times,”’ that
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one paper which, like the lhangman, rejoives
in the sight of the gibbets?  The hon mem-
her should be proud of the paper of which he
is now proprietor, which everlastingly howls
at anything in the unature of sentiment,
whetlier lbumnne or otherwise. The ery of
that paper is cver for blood and death, the
lagh and the flogying, in every issuc it makes.
I coutrast my conduct when in office with the
conduet of the hou. member, the proprietor
of a paper, who eould do mueh good if he did
not run the paper for the mere pecuniary
profit of the wolves of society, the profiteers
of this community,

The CHAIRMAN: Ornder! The vote has
nothing to de with the ‘“Sunday Times,

Hon, T. WALKER: But my remarks have-
solmething to do with the interruption of the
memher who owns the “‘Sanday Times, '’ We
should  alter entirels the attitnde of the-
police fowards the rcitizens; not that we-
shoulil sympathise with ecrime, no one ean
do that, although we miay e alde to explain
that crime has produced dishonest men and
wonien and thrown them off their mental bal-
an¢e or moral foothold by just such treat-
ment ag we are giving to the citizens of Kal-
woorlie, Crime is ereated by these very con-
ditions  of society. There are digerlers of”
society ereated by the elass avarice of a sce-
cion of the community lorling it over the
great bulk of the connuunity. This produces.
the erime we have in onr midet. T trust that
ag we bave a new Minister for this depart-
nient, a man who has sympathy in the diree-
tion to which I bave referred, we shall have
some alteration, and that he will put a stop
te this avining of the cnemies of the workers.
to menace them at a time when a Kederal
clection is at hand, that prejudice may he
created agatust the workers in ovder that
there wmight be a win for the hypoeritieal
party ealling  {hewselves nationalists for-
purely politieal and trade purposes.

The MINJSTER FOR MINES (Albany)
[10.26]: One must adwit that the wmember
Tor Kanownn {Mr. Walker) hay made a most
cloguent  speech, 1£ he had had o hetter
foundation for his remarks, he might have
impressed members more than e has done.
This is not a2 question of a dispute between
two classes of the commnuity, ns he osserts,.
There is no dispute, of which T am aware,
hetween cmplaver and employee. It ia a
question of a difference of opinion regarding:
the methods of ene scetion known as work-
ers and, irreapective of our opinious, the fact
remaing that a majority, for ¢he time heing,
tried to overwhelm the minority even to the
extent of ewmploying force. While this might
be very regrettable, the fact remains, mnd 1
do not think we are entitted to fake anv
other attitude than to insist npon what the
member for Kanownn has claimed as the
vight of a eitizen, the proteetion against he.
ing molested, o dwty which devolves npon
the police. T wenld remind those hon. wmem-
Perg who have listened to the member for
Kuanowna that, as o matter of actunl fact,
every policoman lietore he can aceept oflice,,
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or perform his duties, must take an oath,
and it would be well to read the form of
that oath in order that it might be wnder-
stood., It is as follows:—
¥, A.B., engage and promise that I will
well and truly serve our Sovereign Lord
the King, in the office of (Commissioner
of Police, inspector, sub-inspector, or other
officer, or constable, as the case may be),

without favour or affeetion, malice, or ill-

will, wati! T am legally diseharged; that

I will see and canse His Majesty’s peace

to be kept and preserved, and that T will

prevent, to the best of my power, all of.
fences against the same; and that, while

I shall continue to hold the said oifice, I

will, to the Dbest of my skill aud know-

ledge, discharge all the duties thercof

faithfully according to law,
There is nothing in that onth which calls
upon a polieeman te do other than perform
his duty without tear or favour, matlice or
ill-will to any class of the community. To
suggest that because one section of the com-
munity desived to set aside penceable methods
which might have been omployed te scttle a
difference of opinion, and that becanse we
ealled wpon the poliee to prevent malice being
used against one set of individunls, s set-
ting them against a class and supporting the
employing class, is quite wrong. [t has ne
foundation in fact. So far as T am person-
aily coneerned, T wonld desire that we should
earry on the aflairs of State, and live as a
British community, without any need for the
police foree,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And without the
ueed of bullets like this, whieh came oug
of a police rifle,

The MINISTER FOR MINKS: Quite
true. We have ne need for anything like
that. T regret exceedingly that citter the
bullet or the life-preserver was peccssary in
a free am! democratic country such as we
have in Australia. With all the impassioned
ramarks of the member for Kanowna (Mr,
Walker), T say that no one regrets more than
T do that in the country in which I was born
it ghould be necessary for a civilian to walk
abent looking for a policeman with a thinyg
like this—a loaded stick—in his hand.

Mr. Troy: Where did you get it?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: A police-
man got it

Mr. Jones: How do you know that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: How do
I know it? I know it because a policeman
knocked a man down with his baton and
took it from him.

Mr. Troy: Who was he?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member knows, but I am not concerned about
the individual.

Mr. Troy: T could carry that about my-
self.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know of
wome persons who carry more {gngerous
weapons than this, but some day they may
be taken from them,

Mr. Lutey: Not amongst the workers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
elaim to he amongst the workers, Tt is
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most regrettable that we cannot carry on
our peaceful oceupations in this country
when we have in our own hands a law that
will settle any Qifferences of opinion
that may exist in any dispute that may
avise, We have a lawful method by which
we can have any dispute settled without re-
sorting to violence, Bo far as the police
at Fremantle are concerned, I was consulted
about the matter, While I am in charge of
the poliee I will mot ask any individual to
perform the duty which he has sworn to per-
iorm, as he has in this case, without giving
him a fair chauce, in the evert of a brawl
amongst 4 lot of ruffians, to defend himself,

Hon. W. G. Angwin: We are all with yon
there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope so.
I instructed the Commissioner to advise
these men that T was giving them a chance
to protect their own personal safety by arm-
ing them, and that they were not to use
these arms uniless it was essential for their .
ewn protection that they should do so. The
recent happening at Fremantle was brought
ahout threugh some man pointing what was
snid 1o Le an empty revolver at a constable.

Me. Jones: It was empty.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If 1 had
in my pocket a loaded revolver and a man
had peinted an empiy revolver at me, I
would not have asked any questions as to
whether it was loaded or not. I would have
vsed my own as quickly as possible. When
& man points a revolver at another he does
1ot do it for the purpoese of letting him lank
down the barrel to see whether it is londed
or not. The constable, although armed, ab-
solutely deelined to use hig arms, which is o
magnificent evidence of restraint on the parg
ol the police.

Mr, Jones: He conld not do so.
tou busy twisting the fellow’s arms,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Was hel
T thonght he was able to use his baton ex-
eeedingly well,

Hon. W, C Angwin: Tf they are sueh won-
derful men, why do yon not pay them pro-
periy?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I want to
Justify their very justifiable actions. T am
not going to ask a police constahle when we
have, sueh as oceirred here, a deliberate and
arranged attack upon the force by a set of
ruffians, to carry out his duty without being
provided with some means of protection.
His very uniform cnables im to he picked
out from the crowd, and he is compelled by
oath to go in where others wonld fenr to go
inder these conditing, He should not be
compelled te do these things with his hands
behind his back, so to speak. For my part
I will not do it.

Mr, Davies: Turn the other check.

Hon. 'W. C. Angwin: No one asks yon to
do it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then
what is the bon. member romplaining ahout?
Has there been any evidence s'nee these meu
have been properly armed in Fremantle o
show that they have tried to use their arms?

He was
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Men, W, . Angwin: Here is a bullet
which went into the foot of a respectable
citizen as he was going home from work

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It might
very well have gone into the head of a res-
peetable policeman.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: But it came from a
policeman,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: All these
things come from the revolvers of policemen
when they are picked up. T have not heard
a single whisper that these men have be-
trayed their trust in using their arms for
any purpese. I have not heard that they
have cven drawn them.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: I did ot say they
had.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then the
hon. member cannot complain very much. T
take up the same attitude on this question as
T would take up in connection with any pen-
aity under any of our Aects of Pariiament.
Lf a deed ought net to be domne there is no
penalty too severe to prevent it. If people
do not desire to commit a crime by rioting
or unruly conduct without any canse, or even
if there is a cause—thoungh there is no ground
for rioting in a community like this—they
need not be afraid of the police being
armed. The police to-day are not the same
elags of people that they were 20 years ago.
Our policemen of to-day are good ecitizens,
They have been brought up as we have been,
under a free compulsory edncational system
and are all the better for it.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Some of them have not
much discretion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is all
very well for the hon, member to talk about
diseretion. I have seen policemen with more
paticnece that I could show in like cireum-
stances, times without number. I have not
sech many whoe are so foolish as to draw
arms in a public place. ’

Mr. O'Loghlen: They do other things
which provoke trouble.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Who does
not? Even the Minister for Works amiling
across the Chamber caused a commotion the
other night.

Hon. W. . Angwin: You would not admit
that when 1 said it just now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: These
things happen in this Chamber. In view of
the provocation the police had, I marvel at
the way the force behaved itself. The mind
of the public is disturbed, and it is not going
to be put back into a sound condition again
for a long time.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
bread and butter, )

The MINISTER POR MINES: T am not
disputing the necessity for persoms getting
their bread amd butter.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt is a deplorable position.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The latest
dispute has not been on a question of bread
and butter.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt has,

Mr, Jones: You know it has.

Till the workers get their
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: It has
not ‘been the canse of the dispute.

Mr, U‘Loghlen Suppose it was, would
a protest he of any avail?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. I
admit that any body of men is entitled to
make a protest, but there are methods by
whiel they ean make their protest an effective
one.

Mr. (’Loghlen: They arc following these
wmethods and are starving.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: I koow
that there ure cases of want in the com-
munity, but there are fewer in Australia than
in any other part of the known world. 1t is
dne to the faet that we have cmployed
methods different from those which are being
employed now. We have battled hard and
strenruously and for long. We have taken
political action in order to redress our griev-
ances, and in order that our men and our
girls shall not be worked exeept under fair
conditions and at a living wage.

Mr. Troy interjected,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
know that the hon. member would be over-
anxious to outbid those who are employing
labour if he had to move in competition with
them. It is the conditions under which we
live.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is human nature. I
suppose I would do the same.

Tie MINISTER FOR MINES: If we
pass legislation to compel the employecs to
do a certzin thing, some of them will do the
opposite thing if they can. So long as em-
ployers will noet give fair conditions in the
trade they are a menace to the balance of
the employers as well as to the employees.
‘We know that happens, but there is no place
in the world where there is more freedom,
not even in Russia where the workers are
supposed to be in possession, or where people
may more frecly express their opinions with-
out let or hindrance, than in Australia.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What erime dld the author
of ¢‘The Circulating Sovercign’’ commit in
Scotland.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
see any cireulating sovereigns these times.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The man never eommit-
ted a crime in hig life. He merely wrote a
book.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T know
that guiltless men sometimes suffer. Us-
doubtedly that occurs. Were it not that we
know of such happenings, we would not con-
sider it necessary to employ men understand-
ing the laws in order to show where a per-
son is wrongly accused. But a defendant
bas a fair chanee here, as compared with
other parts of the world.

“Mr. Lutey: Do you think that these men
who have been brought from Kalgoorlie to
Perth ‘are- getting a fair opportunity to de-
fend themselvés?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Kanowna himself gave the answer to
that question when he said the opinien on
the fields was that the warden was a par-
tisan. Whether the fact is or is not so, if
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that opinion is held on the fields, surely it is
desirable that the men’s ease should be heard
by some other magistrate.

Mr, Lutcy: Would it mot be better to
gend n stipendiary magistrate from Perth to
Kalgoorlie to try the case theref

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1In view
of the state of mind prevailing in Kalgoorlie
it is better that the case shonld not be tried

. there.

Mr., Troy: The argument of the ‘‘West
Australian’’ has alrendy convieted these
men.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member canpot convinee me that any article
in the ‘‘West Australian’’ or any other
newspaper in the world would conviet a man
in our courts.

Mr. Troy: Prejudice is ereated.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
““West Australian®’ eannot influence the
trial in the slightest degree. I only

want to justify the police. T know there
may be individual cases of indiseretion on
tho part of the police, us on the part of
other people; but, as a body, the police of
Western Anstralia are well behaved and
show good discipline, and exhibit as much re-
straint as any similar bedy of men in the
wide world,

Hon. W. G. Angwin:
anything to the eontrary9

The MINISTER FOR MINES: So far
as I am personally concerned, the police
shall have a fair chance if they are called
upon to quell a disturbance. T am not going
to ask them to bare their heads and let them-
selves he struek with waddies such as the
one I have produced here,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have brought no
evidence of any such danger.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
evidence of it. That waddy was captured
during a trouble which oeeurred in Perth.

Mr. Jones: In Perth, do you say?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. 1
ahsolve the member for Fremantle from re-
gponsibility as regards that waddy, unless it
came up Erom Premantle with him. Just as
onr soldiers had the protection of weapons
during the war, so T say we are entitled to
employ every means to proteet our police.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do it according to
law.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I have got
the Attorney General to counvinee me on the
question of law, and T am satisfied with his
opinion,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Did you ask him hia
opinion?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes; and
T am quite satisfied that our action is all
right. Otherwise I would not have taken
that action. As we found, when cntering
the war, that we had to equip our soldiersin
order to give them a chance, =0 we must
equip onr poliee in such a manner that they
will have a chanee to cnsure that the peace
is kept by others. When public excitement
runs so high as in Kalgoorlie reecently, when
we have unquestionable evidence 4hat bru-

Has anybody said
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tality has been used by some men on others
who differed with them regarding a very de-
batable matter, the police will not be asked
by me to go with their hands tied behind
their backs into an anruly moh. L tell the
eommunity right now that no ene who main-
taing our laws has anything whatsoever to
tear from our Western Australian police
force. . '

Mr. Lotey: The man who polled the re-
volver in Kalgoorlic, which was the cause of
the trouble, was just as likely to shoot a
policeman as to shout anybody clse. The
pulling of the revolver was the cause of the
trouble.

The MINISTER FQR MINES: Oh!

Mr. Lutey: Tt is all very well for you to
sucer; but you ought to go up there and in-
wire.

1 The MINISTER FOR MINES:
that statement is not correet.

Mr. Lutey: It is correct.

The MINISTER FOR MINES; I say it is
uttorly incorveet. Somebody happeuned to be
foolish enough to draw a revolver, and the
hon. member admits that that man was im-
mediately taken up by a eonstuble.

Mr. Lutey: Yes. T admit that.

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: A con-
stable immediately came along and ecollected
that man.

Mr. Lutey:
policeman.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But he
did not, The policeman went in, and was ex-
pected to go in. .

Mr. Lutey: That was the cause of the
disturbance. If a man pulled a gun on you,
¥ou would not wait to see whether he was
sericus or not. You wounld shoot.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If a
erowd of 2,000 proclaim that they will re-
leagse men who have been arrested fbr what
is gomsidercd a crime, and if they march in
a body, are not a few policemen going out
to mect them entitled te be armed?

Mr. Green: Where did that occur?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not a
thousand miles from Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Green: It did not occur at Kalgoorlie.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I am not
going to pursue the matter further except
to say that T am going to give n policeman,
the same as anybody else, a fair chance.

Mr. Green: So wonld all of ua. You are
only beatine the air.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: If T have
convineed the member for Kalgoorlie, T have
not heen beating the air. The police are
getting a fair chance now.

Mr. Green:; You should explain why wvou
sent riflcs and ammunition to arm speeial
police, not nolice constables,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: May I
ask what is the hon. member’s objection to
the .arms and ammunition being there?

Mr.. Troy: There was no necessity for
them, - :

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If that
is so, there iz no nccessity to complain about
their heing there.

Mr. Green: That is a fine argumentt!

I know

He might have shot the
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
eare a twopenny dump if the yard next to
my place is loaded wp with rifles and am-
munition so long a8 these things are in the
control of people who I know will not use
them except for lawful purposes. I do not
mind, because I am not going to break the
law deliberately.

Mr. Green: But these people could not be
trusted, because they were not policemen.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: How did
they act

Mr. Green: They acted hadly.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:  Very
badly! I comsider they have acted with
extreme ecaution. I consider that they have
been well handled, and their conduet is a
eredit to the Inspector of Police at EKal-
goorlic and also to the officer in charge of
the special eonstables. That applies to the
whole lot of them.

Mr. Green: How were they talking? It
is only a spirit of terrorism that yon have
instituted,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 &id not
institute it, except in so far as T have sup-
ported the principle that a man who is called
upon to go abroad for the purpose of keep-
ing the peaee in a speeial uniform which en-
ables him to be readily distinguished in a
erowd, should have a fair chance to perform
his duty without injury to himself.

Mr. Green: Bo does everybody clse hold
that view. You have been beating the air

for half an hour.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: T have
on various occasiong heard the statement

that in the event of a strike men who are
out on strike should be obtained to act as
special eonstables. T have not merely read
that in newspapers published in other parts
of the world, but I have heard it from men
in Australia, and in Western Australia, too.

Mr. Green: Do you adopt that view?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know, .

Mr. Green: Yon do not Inow?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
think they went on strike at Kalgoorlie, did
they?

Mr. Green: No.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: The dif-
ference of opinion is ome which conld be
gettled by lawful means,

Hon, W. G. Angwin: Do you know that
when the police were removed from Fre-
mantle it was the men thaf kept the town
orderly and quict?

The MINISTER IP"OR MINES: I should
not wonder. I go to Fremantle pretty fre-
quently, and I am pretty well known there.
I know some of thoze who were occasion-
ally accused of being unruly at Fremantle,
and I endorse the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber interjeeting. But that does not get
over the fact that men who have had a few
drinka can easily create a disturbance. When
public apinion becomes exeited as it has heen
in recent months, the spectacle of a mman
bheing arrested is apt to lead astray others
whe imagine that the arrest is for some
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trivial offence. The policcman mnst be pro-
tected against the mob,

Hon, W. G, Angwin: Do yon know that
the man who caused the trouble was taken
away on a ship and nothing was doue to
him?$

The MINTSTER I'OR MINES: I am hot
coneerncd with that phase of the question. I
am not a magistrate and I am not even At-
torney Gengral, Therefore, I am not called
wpen to administer the law. As the minis-
terial head of the Police Department, how-
ever, I want to declare that I am not poing
to ask the members of that finre body of mea
in the State, the police foree, to maintain
law and order without giving them a fair
chance. When the member for North-East
Fremantle or anyone eclse ean produce evi-
dence that the police have uvsed arms for
other than their own personal proteetion, [
will give instructions to withdraw the use of
arms at once.

Mr, Jones: Tt is the moral effect.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The moral
cffect has been excellent. Tf wnder tiw eon-
ditions that have hesn prevailing at Fre-
mantle there ghomid le oecasion when a
crowd get together and excitement hecomes
inbense, all that a person who may e inno-
cent and does not want to create a distur-
bance, hns to do is to walk away, If he
dees net do that and some dnmage is done
te him or his property it will he his own
fanlt. T will not permit a2 mob to ride rough-
shod over the police while they arc doing
their duty.

Mr, GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [11.55]: T have
Leen waiting for the Minister to make some
statement with regard to the Kalgoorlie
trouble. Up to date he has entirvely failed to
do so. As a matter of fact it was his duty
immediately the trouble ovcurred fto explain
how it was that he cauged 600 rifles and
10,000 rowmds of ammunition te he sent to
Kalgoorlie by cxpress to he used agaiust the
workers of Kalgoerlie and Bounlder.

'The Minister for Mines: That is not
correct.
Mr. GREEN: ‘When the challenge was

made last night the Minister did not deny
it.

The Minister for Mines:
any notice of it

Mr. GREEN: X have every reason to be-
Heve that a large number of rifles and a
quantity of ammunition were sent to Kal-
goorlic for the purpose of being used by the
special constables and the police in order to
overawe the workers of Kalgoorlie. No one
in the State knows the men on the Golden
Mile befter than the present member for
Albany, and under the circumstances it is a
sad thing in my opinion to find that he is in
a position wherc he does mnot exercise the
glightest julgment.

The Minizter for Mines: I knew them
when they readied up voad metal for me one
night,

My, GREEN: So long as the Minister he-
haved himself he was always treatod well.

I did not take
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The Minister for Mines: My Dbehaviewy
will compare with yours at any time,

Alr, GREEN: The Minister has not be-
haved himsgelt ag far as the workers are con-
cerncd. We have seen it in the Press that
GO0 returned men were enrolled in Kalgoeorlie
and we got a beputiful account of it in the
COWest  Austrudian.”” Did  the  Minister
renlly helicve that what was published in the
O Weet  Australian’’ owas  corveet, knowing
the man who wrote it? e is weil aware
that he became panicky, ns a result of which
he sent 10,000 rounds of ammunition to show
those men what e thought of them. The
thing was a positive disgrnce and 1L am
aghamed of him.

The Minister for Mines:
that you are ashamed.

Mr, GREEN: Tt ig vot a personal matter
s0 far as T am comeerned. T have thought a
grent deal of the Minister on occasions, and
but for the people on the goldfields against
wlhom he took the action 1 have deseribed, he
would never bave cntered politieal life. T
would be 2 traitor to the cause if T did not
rpise wmy voice against the attitmle of the
Minister. There may have heen some exense
for a man brovght up in an atmosphere dif-
ferent from that in which the member for
Albany was enised politieally, T could un-
derstand such action on the part of a man
brought up in a liberal atmosphere, but T
would not attempt to try to make the House
believe differently of the hon. member be-
cause I know that he has in late years changed
withe hig envirenment, The Minister knows
foo that a great deal of the tripe we get in
the morning Press, for instiunce soch as that
which appearad on Friday Iast, is otter non-
sense so0 far as the workers are concerned.
He knows well that the man who wrote that
stnff is o paid hiveling. The writer himself
knows that what he contributed to the news-
paper was not true so far as the workers
wore coneeraed.  This man—T. ¢, Morrison
I think his mune is—was Dbrounght up with
the workers,  On oue oveagion when the mem-
ber for Mt ¥Magnet {Mr. Troxy) had an in-
dustrial arbateation matter in hand, beeanse
this did not swnit Mr. Morrison who was a
working winer at Marvel Toeli at that time,
this individual eaused o strike—divect action.
Vet we find in the ““West Australian'’ of
Friday movning an artiele by this very man
written in what kind of langnage?

The Minister for Mines: Was it correct?

Mr. GREEN: Absolutely incorrect. T am
not after aewspaper kados. He wrote, ¢ And
the fred flag? and ‘solidarity’ are prime fav-
gurites among a eertain element. Tf Aus-
tvalin stands for this sort of thing then—'’
When the writer got to that stage words
failed him. Tn Kalgoorlie as in other parts
of the world we will find a few who are in-
spired by such songs, hut it does not say that
the great mass of the workers are in sym-
pathy with them.

The Minister for Worka: T
red, white and blue flag myself.

Mr. GREEN: The colours might appeal
to the Minister for Works, but T prefor the

I am rather glad
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Auwstralian tlag before anything else. 1 would
like to tell hon. members something about the
indlividual who wrote this article. -The mem-
her for Mt Magnet {(Mr, Troy) got an ar-
bitration court award for the Marvel Toch
miners aml this insnryectionist writer of the
article not heing satisfied with it, he paid &
special visit to Perth, which speeial visit cost
the union officials in Walgoorlic econsider-
able upeasiness.  What Morrison was aftec
was diregl  action, awd the member for
Mt. Magnet after an interview with him in
Brookman's Buildings, took him by the seat
of his pants and kicked hiwm incontinently
downstairs and out of the building. That
was beeanse e would not belave himself, He
says in his article—** But the doctrine of the
0.B.U." ~—gev how wuch reliance we ean put
on his deseviption of the trouble!

The Minister for Works: What
Q.B.11,?

Mr, GREEN: 1t means *“Oue Big Union.t”
You witi be sehooled if you live to 150,
but not before, This writer says, *“'The
doctrine of the (KU, is being  preached
hefore the post office in Hannavs-strect as
I write.”? That is a deliberate lie. T was
in the streck at the time, One man was
gpeaking, the only man, and he knons no-
thing of the O.BXI. The only spcaker in
Hannans-street  that  evening  was  Perey
Brunton,  ¥et this  writer wonld try to
puison the minds of the people agninst the
warkers of Kalgoorlic whe have never yeot
flashed either rifle or vevolver during the
whole of this trouble, would try to lead the
people of Perth to  believe that shocking
things bad been dene.  Even the workers
who were not there say, on reading this, *‘Ts
it not terrible? Tt is n great pity they went
so far.?’ Thix gentleman, sent np as a
special conuisyioner to wrife these articles,
saxs Your representntive was not able ro
he present.”” T know that he was not able
to be present, amd T know why, for T saw
him doing the grand in Hannans-street with
fwo voung ladies, Of covrse he hal not time
to o out to the seat of the tronble.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He was after
wnion himgelt that moring,

Mr. GREEN: And so he writes, ¢ Your
representative was not able to bhe present.’”
He scented danger, and so he stayed away
and wrote on what lie ealls vory velinble iw-
formation. On the strength of what somebody
told him, he sits down and writes a graphie
first-hane nccount of the whole of the fracas
that occarred on the Goliden Mile three miles
anay.

Mr, O'Loghlen: T thonght it was a eub
reporter who had written that,

Mr. GREEN: I ean exeuse the hon. mem-
her's  mistake. Tt was written because
people in- Perth and clsewhere are anxions to-
believe that the workers of Kalgoorlic lost
their sanity. Tet me point out how they
kept their samity. They went out at 7 o'elock
in the morning with determiuation not to
work with nen-unionists. They decided that
hy resolntion, Bnt fhey teok another reso-
lution or referendun, namely, as to whether,

is the
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in the fortheoming trouble, in the signing of
the new agreement on the fields, they wowld
resort to strike eor to arbitration—these men
that the member for Albany hag sent up 2
great number of guns to quell,

The Minister for Mines:
correct. A

Mr. GREEN: These turbulent spirits de-
cided by large numbers to one in favour of
arbitration Yet the Press would lead the
peeple to believe they are an awful body of
men. L know the men brought down to the
gaol. T was at Maylands this morning, and
I saw the police ear there. I promptly rang
up the Trades Hall to give them ‘¢ Ahey”’
when they should arrive at the police court.
I have been in industrial troubles in
Ameriea and T see the foreshadowing here,
introcduced by the member for Albany, of the
Pinkerton system which has been the disgrace
of Ameriea. At a time when even the miners
share in the spirit of anrest that is every-
where, it is pitiful that the Minister should
so far forget himself as to nse extremc mea-
sures to cxcite the passions of people.

The Minister for Mines: You have been
exeiting them for months,

Mr. GREEN: The men on the Golden Mile
are determined not to work with non-
unionists,

The Minister for
non-unionists.

Mv. GREEN: T call them non-unionists,
I am not going to use any stronger term,
The workers went out to the differcnt mines
with looks, not guns, in their hands, books
in order to make membera of the AW.U.
And they made several, about 60, Some
were asked to join the AW.U.  Working
miners are not angels. Some of the non-
unionigts refused, and the start of the trouble
was that one man, when asked, ‘‘Where ia
your ticket?’’ said, ¢‘There is my ticket’’
and produced a revolver.  Detective Reid
afterwards said he had handled a few men
in hig time but had never encountered so
much diffieuity in taking a revelver from any
other man. What happened? One man took
charge of the person who had produced the
revolver, saying, *“L will give you your squirt
in.’’ He plngged him in the jaw and dropped
him. That man was trodden on by the mob.
e wag supposed to be desperately wounded
but, even so, he managed to walk home.
There are twoe men uwp therg, hrothers, named
Hehwan, a good old Anstralian name!

The Minister for Mines: Both of them
were born in Austealia. Both are as good
Australians as you.

Mr. GREEN: Neither of them was ever
in a trades union.

The Minister for Mines:
men than you.

Mr. Lutey: They were never in a union.

Mr. GREEN: And the Minister would
have been the first to repudiate them if he
had not twisted. The position ia that these
men are two big bullies with one idea, and
T say they require to be eareful.

Mr. Lutey: They are good enough for the
mob they are with.

That is not

Mines: They were not

Both are better
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The Minister for Mines:
good enongh for you.

Mr., GREEN: If there are any men in
Australian we wint to beware of it is men
with German names, who flash the Australian
or the Iritish flag and try to make out that
they are better Australians than those of
British descent,

The Minister for Mines: They are as good
ns you, and 2 little better,

Mr. GREEN: When the Minister tries to
make ont that such men are better British-
ers than are British people, T say he ia only
trying to play up to the hosses. Methinks
he doth protest tos mueh.

The Minister for Mines: You are doing all
the protesting.

Mr. GREEN: Oune of these gentlemen also
pulled a revolver and was promptly clouted
by two or three. Bully Schwan said, f Wait
till T go back for my c¢oat.’” He then nsed
a favourite method of his, which he used
repeatedly during the counseription campaign.
His long suit is what is known as the King
hit.

Mr. Chesson:
amall man,

Mr. GREEN: And as he torned round, os-
tensibly ‘to get his coat, he swung off and
knocked a man dowmn.

The Minister for Mines: That ig your tale.

The Minister for Works: Has thai not to
come out in the police court: why try the
case heref

Mr. GREEN: Because they bave no chance.
He had to be handeuffed by the poiice be-
cange he was in such a towering rage. No
man was sent to the hespital; no unionist
drew o revolver, Two men on the other side
did draw revolvers and werc smacked out,
and T have the anthority of the member for
Albony for saying that if a man covered
him with a revolver and he had the oppor-
tunity, he would shoot him. These men did
not shoot. Some of them may have had re-
volvers.

The Minister for Mines: Did you have
one?

Mr. GREEN: Never mind that. These
men kept their heads cool encugh to see that
the others were dealt with in the gocd old
British way, per fists.

The Minister for Works: You gave them
an object lesson there.

Mr, GREEN: Schwan is supposed to have
sistained a fractured rib. He began in
Hannan-street hy picking an argument with
n small man whom he knocked dowh. Re-
reatedly during the conseription campaign,
Schwan was guilty of this sort of thing, and
he was always careful to ¢hoose a small man.
On this oceasion he was untterly beside him-
self. He was the only man who should bave
heen incarcerated. He went to 2 business
man in Kalgoorlic whose shop happened to
be painted red. It seems to be a ¢rims nowa-
days to lhave one’s shop painted red.
Schwan said to the proprietor, <‘If you
don’t change that colour by one o’elock to-
day I shall bring a bedy of returncd soldiers
to smash up your premises.’’ This Schwan

And they are

That, and looking for a
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is o prominent member of the Returned Sol-
diera’ Association. He was not in the late
war; be was in the farm-burning stunts in
South Africa.

Mr. Lntey: And he did this off his own
bat,

Mr. GREEN: Yes, entirely without the
authority of the Returned Soldiers’ Associa-
tion, Sehwan was reported to the police by
the proprietor of the shop, and 300 miners
eame in to see that this shop was not broken
up,  These men, who werc prepared to pro-
teet property, are the men to whom the Min-
ister has sent up guns and ammunition.

The Minister for Mines: That is not cor-
reet.

Mr, GREEN: These men kept order, but
yesterday nurning Sehwan was still at large.
Among these men who have never used re-
volvers, are some who have heen commmended
by the ‘‘Kaigoortic Miner’’ for leading the
rank and file so well. It is quite a fallacy
to talk abont the leaders leading the men
astrav. That ‘is all nonsenge. It is the rank
and file who have to be kept in subjeetion
during an industrial  trouble. The level-
headed men who maintainedl order were ar-
rested Dut others who did not maintain order
were not .arrested.  Yesterday morning it
one oclock, two men went to the loco. sheds
in Ralgaorlie and presented revolvers at the
heads of the men there and told them to
hiow the cugine whistles as a riot was on,
These two men are still at large. This is an
exarple of the justice we are getting on the
goldfields to-day under the administration of
an ex-Labour man who has control of the
police in this State. I should be lacking in
my duty if I did not protest against such an
action. His netion was caleulated to disturb
the peace.

The Minister for Mines: What rot!

Mr, GREEN: The Minigter made frenzied
ntternuces about the police. He aspoke about
how they should he armed, and probably
everyone agrees with him; but why does he
nse men wlo are not police, men who are
frénzied by accounts written up by an ex-
Labour man in this State to endeavour to
incite the quiet unionists on the fields to do
deeds of violence?

The Premier: That was after the event.

Mr. GREEN: That man was in the town
when the threat was made on Dillon’s store.

The Premiar: There were many others in
the town at that time.

Mr. GREEN: He thought Percy Brunton’s
meeting was good enough to star as an
0.B.U. meeting, but he conld not see any-
thing wrong with this Australian-German
threatening to destroy an Australian’s shop.
The Minister econtrolling the police has erred
wher we might have expected him to keep
his head. Under a Labour Government, he
would not have sent those men to the fields,
but he did so under a Government which is
net J.abour,

The Minister for Mines; And no one got
shot.

Mr. GREEN: But no thanks to the Min-
ister.
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Mr. TROY (Mt, Magnet) [11.15]: I do
not pretend to know what has oceurred at
Kalgoorlie, because I was not there, but the
article in the ‘‘West Australian’’ on Friday
last is not caleulated to give a fair deal to
the men about to stand their trial,

Mr, O'Loghlen: A refiection on journalism,

Mr, TROY: From what I know of human
nature, I am satisfied these men will be tried
by people who are already prejudiced against
them. T have sufficient knowledge of indus-
trial disputes to know that, wheu prejudice
operates against a labour man, he has a very
poor chance in this country. Let members say
what they will, under the laws of this coun-
Lry, as the Minister for Mines has often said,
it is hopeless for a labour man to go into a
court, no matter how good his case, and fight
a claim for libel. He will go under every
time, because of prejudice. Regardless of
what may be said about labonr men and
unions, the conviction, born of hard experi-
ence, is held by labourists that a labour man
has no hope before a jury, because juries
are gencrally composed of bLusiness men. I
have not forgotten wmy experience of the
Youanmi conspiracy case heard in Perth when
ordinary language, used on all occasions on
the goldficlds, was twisted and turned to bear
quite a different meaning, The language used
during the course of this discussion to-night,
if put bofore the same court with all the
weight that legal utterance eould give it and
all the dignity whieh the law could afford,
would have made the other appear mild, Vet ~
the ordinary language used on that occasion
was construed into threats to take life. I
was there at the time and I know that the
language used during that dispute was not
any worse than what has been used here to-
night. T was present at the trial, and the
language was twisted in such a way that the
defendants were represented as damued
criminals and a menace to society, just as the
men pi¢tured by this newspaper have becu.
As a result of that eourt case, the men had
to pay £2,000, including costs, The action of
the manager of the mine on that oceasion
makea me pretty seeptical concerning the fair
words used by Mr, Hamilton at Kalgoorlie
the other day. The mine manager there gave
me his word as a man that if the dispute were
fixed up, there would be an end of the pro-
cecdings. Yet, after giving me his word as a
man, he went to the court and gave evidence,
and it was his evidence which brought forth
the judgment of the court which resulted in
the union being almost broken up. I have
had some experience of these matters, and I
maintain that a Perth jury should not have
to hear such cases at all, City jurymen have
no knowledge of what oeeurs on the fields
when the minds of the men are agitated by
disputes, In the case to which I have re-
ferred, this is a sample of the manner in
which the language used was distorted: The
lawyer asked a witness, '‘What did John
Jones say?’’ The reply was, ‘If yon go to
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work, L shall knock off your blamed head.’?
Then the lawyer commented, **Did he really
say that? It was n threat,’’ and the witness
agread, Then the lawyer added, ‘* He meant
it, did he?’? and the reply was, ““Yes,”' Then
he followed it up by asking, ‘“And you cx-
pected vielenee as a result?’?, and the wit-
ness veplicl that he did,  That is the way
language was distorted. The whole thing is
a humbug and a fraud on justice. T am not
in the least influenced by the pretenee of
soma people that the workers are always in
the wrong and do things which wonld not be
done by other people. In a atrike of this
<haracter, it is unfortunate indeed that we
should have oue hody of workers apgainst an-
other hody of workers, one a seabbing, hogus
union. No wouder there is hitterness, When-
ever such a dispute ocenrs, there is a great
possilility .of bitterness, Tn the casc of the
Chambers of Mines, the Chamber of Manu-
factorers, or the Chamber of Commeree, im-
mealiately a man sins against their code they
turn him down for good. Men have becu
black-ballel in business heeause they would
not agree to the proposals of the combina-
tion with which tlhey were assoejated, This
is all done very quietly but it is none the
less effective, The wnfortunate worker who
-occupies a position of dependeney eu the
goldficlds has to make a neise about it. He
has to agitate in order to be heard. Be-
canse he makes a noise we have men of this
vharacter gent to the golidfields, and he posts
«lown an article of this description, concern-
ing people he admits he has never seen, for
the porpese of inflaming the minds of the
vitizens down here,

The Premier: Did net gomething happen in
Kalgoorlie?

Mr. TROY: OF course something happened
there, but o one knows what veally dud
happen.

The Premier: Yon know somcthing of it

Mr. TROY: T know there was strife at
Kalgoorlie, and there always will he under
present eonditions. Wherever we find a sham
or bogey union, and the fecling of the major-
ity of the workers is that the union is eom-
posed of men who exist for the purpese of
working the intercsts of the hosses to the
detriment of the workers, one can well under-
gtand it. Tn the lawyers’ union the Attorney
General will admit that if they had a man
of that charpcter amongst them they would
soon get rid of him. I know that the
Farmera and Settlers’ Association have con-
demned members who wounld not deal with
the eo-operafive movement.

Mr, IMarrison: T de not think you
prove that.

Myr. TROY: And who ostracised them for
this.

My, Harrison: Nonscnse!

Mr. TROY: Tt is only natural that they
should do so if people refuse to deal with
the co-operative movement. . They say teo
them, *‘If you are not for us you are
against us, and are working for the people
who are our opponents and our enemies.
“Therefore you are our enemy.’’ So it is

can
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with the workers. There is an organisation
which exists to-day for the purpose of in-
juring an old established nnien on the gold-
fields comprising so many of the workers of
the district. 1 regret that this strife does
exist at Kalgoorlie, The workers them-
selves are so dependent upon the cmployers
and upon socicty gencrally that no matter
what action they take they will always have
to hear the evil results. Tf the workers were
» business association they would get rid
of their opponents by means of quiet action,
but they eannot do go. They are dependent
o the employer for work and the only way
the worker ean seecure what he deems to be
justice is to agitate, to cxplode, to wmake a
noise, and sometintes do things which T de-
plore should be done. T am sorry that the
State of society does not give the workar
some opportunity of securing justice for him-
self in the same way that ofther members
of the community ecan get it. T have noth-
ing to say about the arming of the rolieo
to deal with ruffiang if they exist, and [
agree with the Minister on that point.

Hen, W. C. Angwin: We all agree with
him on that poeint.

Mr, TROY: T have never stated that the
pelice should take risks or go dnto hrawls
unlegs they are protected. It would be wvu-
fair to expeet them to do a0, But these mou
on  the goldfields are net ruffians. Thev
unever have been so far as any of us know, T
am as well tequainted with them as any other
man in the eonutry, They are ordinary de-
cont people, though they may be inflamed
by what they deem to be am injustice, They
may bhecome inflamed Dbecauwse of Dbitterness.
They are net mnfair men and can readily be
aprealed to. Both sides are to blame in this
matter. T do not object ta the action of the
miners on the goldfields, They fought for
themselves. They have approached the Ar-
hitration court and they have had to fight
for their resistration, bt have found that
another body ean come in above them :and
resurrect the registration of o union which
vas dead years ago. This registration is
now heing used for the purpose of under-
wining their interests. They say that in this
union there are men whom they believe to he
vatrue to the canse of the workers. This
has inflamed the other men, and it would
inflame me, too, if I found a body of men
acting in this way.

The Minister for Mines:
means of redress.

Mr. TROY: They have no redress. The
men that T refer to are working in the in-
terests of the bosses, and are hanging on
to them for whatever favours they can get.
T have the utmost contempt for them. T em-
tircly despair of these men geiting a fair
trial in Perth. A great deal has heen said
about respect for law and order and about
the reprehensible attitude of the people on
the goldficlds. When Don Cameron was
chased by a mob into the Weld Club was
there any condemnation of this action by
the Press of the country?

Mr. Green: 1t was treated as a joke.

They have a
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Mr. TROY: Yes, and if he had lost his
life, when the mob said they would throw
him into the Swan River, it woull still have
been treated as a joke. The Press were in-
flaming the minds of the public at the time
because this man had the courage to spesk
his convietions, They quite justified, the
moh in assanlting him then, and they made
a joke of the whole thing.

Mr. Lambert: What about the wmob
sinashing almost every Italiau lhotel in the
place? Were the police brought ont?

Mr. TROY: Publiec opinion was inflamed
at tho time.

Mr. Johnston:
tion there,

Mr. TROY: The Press had ne condemna-
tion for the mob then bmt rather sooled
them on, Thero was no talk about law and
order in those days and no respect for it,
but now thia hypoerite comes along and says
thore in no reapect for law and order. The
very peopla who demanded law and order
lhave now stood Dbehind the faction in the
country which has been responsible for wen
being put into yaol without a trial,

The Attorney General: Do yon objeet to
law and order?

Mr. TROY: No; but T want the Attor
ey liencral to be consisteny in the matter.
He stands behind the faction which has put
men into gacl without a trial, which has
taken men from their homes without a trial,
which has deported them without a trial,
and as a result left their families to starve,

Mr, Lambert interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
refrain from interjecting,

Mr. TROY: The repression, the violence
aud the injustice that have been rampant
during the last five years in Australin have
bowotten all this agitation. T do not address
my rowmarks te any Minister. T am talking
about n hirher power than this Durlizinent.
T am  talking about other wmen in  other
plaves, wen who, in their vilenese nad op-
pression and eatumny, ativibute to  their
former friends and anpporters the taking
of German mongy, and eall them slnckers
and disloyalists and wasters.  That feel-
ing of vileneas still finds expression, and 1
do not think it will abate for some time
to eome. T wish it would, T sincerely wish
it would. 1 regret to sce *his unuccessary
strife, by which one body of workers is
being used by eertain clements i the com-
munity whe have ne sympatby with the
prineiples .of the workers, and wkose object
is to disrupt the movement thal in the end
will menn the emaneipation of the workers
of this country.

You had pelice protee-

Mr. CHESSON (Cwe) [11.317: We kuow
that this State hus a very eflicient body of
police, whose <uties are arduocus, whose
risks ave great, and who are badly paid.
Our poliez have to pass an examiunation in
order to gualify for prowmotion. But when
they have passed the examination, what
does it avail them? Nothing. In New Gea-
land the passing of the qualifying examina-
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tion carries with it & rise of sixpence per
day, but in Western Australia it means ab-
golutely nothing, cxeept that it qualifies for
promotion; and c¢ven then there are prob-
ably twenty or thirty semior men sgimilarly
qualified aud awaiting promolion,  Really,
there is next to no inducement to pass the
examination here. The figures quoted by
the member for North-East Fremantle as
to rates of police pay in the Old Country
and New Zealand show that our police are
very badly paid, To this comneetion T pro-
pose to deal at some little length with the
agreement under which the Queensland po-
lice are now working, Here a  constable
starts on 8s. 4<. per day, in Queensland on
Ws.  Here married constables ave allowed
1s. 8d. per day for house rent, in Queens-
land 2s. The Queensland rates of pay are as
follows: senior sergeant 158, 6. per day,
sergeant 143, 6d., acting sergeant 13s. Gd.;
coustnbles, first year 10s., secomd to fifth
year 108 Gd., sixth to tenth  year 11s,
eleventh to fifteenth year Tls, Gd, sixteenth
to twentieth year 12s, and over twenty
years 12s, id, T quote from the Western

Australinn " Police Review?’' for  Septem-
her last—
Rent.—The new  agreement  provides

that every married non-commissioned offi-
cer and constable not provided with quar-
ters shall be paid 2s. per day rent allow-
anee in lieu of sech quarters. "lravelling
allowanee.—An inerease of s, per day
hus heen granted in this conueetion, thua
bringing same up te 8s. per Jday for mem-
bara of the general poliee, instead of Ts.
per day as heretofore. ‘Ie new rates will
e paiill on the principle laid down in the
Avbitration Cowrt award, as published in
the Februavy issue of the ““Journal’’

The Queenstand  travelling  allowance s
mueh greater than that allewed  in this
State.

Clothing allowance.—Tn oxdlar te¢ moet the
inereased cost of clothes, the sum of £20
per annum has been provided as plain
clothes allowaunee for members  of  the
Criminal Tnvestigation Braueh and Plain
Clothes Staff.

The ¢lothing allowance herc is only £12 per

annum.
Amual leave.—A period of 28 days® an-
nual leave has again been provided for,
and an additional two weeks’' per year
for each year of aceumulated leave shall
he allowed to each membsr who allows
his leive to accumulate. Tong service
leave.—Every  non-commissionedl  officer
and constable shall be entitled to  six
months’ long serviee leave om full pay
after comvpleting 25 years’ serviee, Such
leave shall be grauted at the diseretion
of the Commissioner, but within en¢ year
after application is wmade. T{ for any
reason a member entitled to long servieo
leave retires or discontinaes his service
before entering on such leave, he shall be
entitled to six months’ full pay in lien.
If he dies before or Quring that period,
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his widow, or if no widow his dependents,

will be entitled to pay in lieun.
Turther, in the event of a dispute between
the Queensland Commissioner and one of
his staff, there is an appeal to the Arbitra-
tion Court judge. Here there is no appeal
from the Commissioner’s Jdecigion, As re-
gards the trouble which has arisen at Kal-
goorlie, I know very little of it beyend
what T have read in the newspapers. But
it is self-evident that there are bound to be
digpntes where two unions are working side
by side, one under an Arbitration Court
award, the other practically as a bosscs’
nnign, The mwan who, while receiving
higher remuneration as the result of a
union’s cfforts, refuses to join that unionm,
is nothing more or less than a bloodsucker.
T have no time for such 2 man., From what
I have read of the happenings in Kalgoor-
lie, it appears that an old Cooclgardie union,
which had been defunct for some years,
though its registration had not been can-
celled, has been resurrected. Tn my opinin,
there is not the slightest gnastion that sinee
the amalgamation of the Kalgoorlie miners’
union with the A W.U., only onc union re-
presents the men, and that is the AW.U.
Those who stand out of :hat union are
looked down upon by their fellow workers,
and this has led to strife. T regret ex-
tremely that occasion has arisen for the
making of arrests. The only effect can be
to create more bitterness, I have been eon-
cerned in a few industrial striggles in my
time, and my experience tells me that if
only the parties can be brought together
there is always a chance of settlement.
When the parties held aloof from each other,
and wore cspecially when legal proceedings
are taken against one party, the prospect
of a acttloment is remote. T sincerely trust
that the existing diffieulty will be disposed
of amiecably, and without unperilling the
existence of the mining industry on the
Golden Mile.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forresty [11.397:
Just a few words before the conclusion of the
debate, a8 we have missed our trams and
traing. Like other members, I have no per-
sonal knowledge of the occurrence at Kal-
goorlic which has occasioned some econsider-
able heat to-night and has been responsible
fur the bulk of the debate, As regards the
constitution of our police foree, however, I
for ene am not going to utter one disparag-
ing word. I know a great number of the
men who constitute the force.  Many of
them were formerly constituents of mine,
with whom T have worked. I say those men
are just as good men to-day as they were
when following other avocations, A polico
congtable, of course, is subject to instrue-
tions; and when instructions are issued to
do certain things, the policeman is there, lika
a good soldier, to carry out those instrue-
tions. I know also that there are occasions
when the polite, like a member of Parlia-
ment—T am looking now at the Minister for
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Works—do not always use that discretion
that they should uwse. I was interested in
the observations of the Minister for Mines
regarding the wide open fleld existing here
for the workers in Australia to achieve {heir
puwrpese by constitutional means, by pelitical
action, and without resorting to the employ-
ment of forece. That is a maguificent ideal,
gpiendid in theory, but owing to the colossal
calloasness in evidence in the community it
is not always capable of achievement. The
position i3 that I, like the Minister for
Mines have long held the idea that every-
thing could be secured for the working, K man
without resprting to force. I hope I still
hold that opinion, but there are difficulties
and obslructions in trying to achieve that
pnrpose by constitutional means, and after
all, the ageney of the police is never sought
until an industnal erisis prompts action on
behalf of law and order as we understand it
to-day. During the period of the war when
people’s minds were abnormal, when the
household as well as the nation was divided,
when the father was apgainst the son, the
the mother against the daughter, and the
hrother against the sister on the question
of conscription, great bitterness was caused,
and as a result the baser passions of man-
kind came to the surface, That i3 tho reason
for the industrial unrest in evidence in Kal-
goorlie and eclsewhere. The reason for the
industrial unrest stands out as plainly as a
mountain peak; it js due to the intolerable
position the working classes find themselves
in to-day. We know that no working man
in Western Australia would ask for an in-
crease of wages if he conld get his goods at
the same price as in 1912, Last week I ad-
dressed meetings of my constituents, and T
told them not to expect any benefits from me
as a member of the State Parliament; I
atgked them to concentrate their attention on
the Federal arena, I told them plainly that
they were hoping in vain if they expected
help from the State Parliament, constituted
as it was to-day. 1 pointed out that there
was a reason for everything, and that the
very hed rock of activity amongst the worle-
ors was trades unioniam, The eream of the
working classes belong to the genuine trade
unions,

Mr. Mullany: There are good men who do
not belong to the AW.U. to-day.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Tt is remarkable that
the inflated figures of the Coolgardie Miners’
Union are so pronounced. 'The hon. member
knows as well as T do that there are scores
of men on the Golden Mile who will say
that they do not want to join the AW.U.
The hon. member too has had enough exper-
ience to know that there is that element in
the community that does not command the
reapect of honest men,

Mr. Mullany: T have had that experience.
There are sound unionists in the Coolgardie
Union to-day.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There are men in that
union to-day whom it is hard to deseribe—a
combination of hyprocrites, wearing the coat
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of Joseph and with the tongne of Judas. I
once heard the pregent member for Kalgoor-
lie, Mr. Heitmann, deseribe a non-unionist.
He said@ that the man who went out to gar-
rot a fellow man in the street was a better
man that the non-unionist, because in gar-
refing he took a rigsk that the man he was
about to attack was a better man than him-
self who might knock him out. Ever since
the existence of the goldfelds there have been
men there who would rob their fellows of
the results of what they have ploughed and
sown without eontributing anything towards
the cost of the harvest.

The Minister for Works: I thought they
objected to political levies more than any-
thing else.

The Minister for Mines: I can tell you of
men who were never members of the union
and who are on the other side,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: There may be a few
but on broad grounds that co-operation
amongst a body of men is justified, and with-
out trade wnionism this world would not be
worth living in. If thoso men are desirous
of bringing about a eomplete solidarity they
deserve onr respect,

The Minister for Mines: Some of these
men hava heen unionists ever since they have
been working.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: What union have they
becn in?

The Minister for Mines: The union that
has been in existence all along,

Mr. Joues: The Fremantle National Work-
crs’ Union.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I hope resort to foree
witl never be necessary in Australia, Every-
one must deplore this-ill-fecling which exists
in the commnnity. Tt brings one back to the
position in the Great Western Republic to-
day and which has existed for a couple of

decades. I have read a recent report by
the Hon. J. P. Carey who inguired
into the industrial conditions existing

in Amertea, and the mayor of the city
of New York congratulated all America
in taking up political nctiou beeause politics
were unclean there. We say that if polities
are unclean here, it is the duty of the worker
to step in and take part in the cleansing pro-
cess. The report inte industrial conditions
in Ameriea showed that fifty women and
children were burned in their tents at Col-
orado. The wmilitia were ealled out and
twenty thousand people demonstrated, Am-
eriea is 2 country of luge contrasts and
Carey -pointed out that there were 23,000
children working in the Southern States
more than there were twenty years apgo.
Carey inspected the work of millionaire J. P.
Borden and he saw there thousands of little

boys working in the bleaching vats.
In Aunstralin  we resort to political ae-
tion, and I am prepared to admit
that wntil the workers ecapture their

citadel, they have every right to complain.
The repori which appeared in Friday morn.
ing’s paper, dealing with the XKalgoorlie
trouble was that of a biassed journalist, and
when I heard it was the work of a man ex-
pervienced on the Press, I was sorprised.
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When I suw that report I realised there was
a possibility of a lot of election dope being
in it. If not one Labour man goes into the
Federal Parliament next month I will not
quarrel, because no shadow of o property
qualification bars the door of that Parlia-
ment. If not one solitary Labour man goes
back, still the eleetion will represent the
judgment of the people of Australia, and it
v of no use resorting to force to alter that
judgment,

Mr. Green: No, but it will be a judgment
migled by the lies of the Press.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is an unfortun-
ate factor, whieh has ebtained as far back as
I can remember, I claim to be as tolerant
as the next man. I recognise that in the
human make-up therc are good points as
well as bad. There is that generous sym-
pathy, even in ny political gpponents, which
is capable of being utilised. But I want te
point out, in justification of the attitude the
workers have adopted in regard to the in-
dustrial unrest which is puzeling the brains
of Governments all over the world, that it is
avoidable. In Australia certainly it is

. avoidable, but no definite action has been

taken, My indictment is not against the
State Government, We have had the War
Precantions Aet, which gave the Federal
Government unlimited power. There are
men whom I could instance, wmen in Aunstra-
lia who during the last four years have made
considerable wealth and built up bank bal-
ances without any regard whatever for hu-
wan suffering. They have been making hay
while the sun shone, We cannot blame them,
but we can hlame the system that allowy
them to do it; and the charge can be laid
against the Federal Government that they
have not eurbed the rapacity and greed
of those men who have looked to
their own future while the nation bled.
Those men are to-day making undve
profits while the workers are moaded
to desperation trying to make a liv-
ing. I have always stood for constitutional
action, but I honestly believe 1 have adopted
the wrong course. Had my constituents
taken direct action they would have had to-
day =a little more bread and bntter, My ad-
vice to them has cver been to stick to eon-
stitntional means.

The Minister for Mines: If you refer to
the timber industry, the timber employers
are making hnge profits.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: One of those em-
ployers has kept his men on 9. 7d, per day.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: What is he the
owner of?

Mr, ¢’'LOGHLEN:
the State Sawmills.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
pany!

The. Minister for Warks: On a point of
order. I do not know whether the hon. mem-
ber means me. I am not manager for a
French firm.

Mr, Troy: T suggest that both the mem-
ber and the Minister are out of order,

Mr. (LOGHLEN: Possibly there aze
three out of order, Thousands of my con-

He is the manager of

For a French com-
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stitusnts have to carn their living in a pri-
mary industry. Australia as a whole pro-
duges more raw material per head of popu-
Intion than any other conntry., Wa have
abpndance of hread, butter, meat, and wool
v Australia, and if the workers are getting
those commodities they are not badly off.
But the position to-day is that if they want
to buy eclothing or boots or food they have
to pay such exorbitant prices that they can-
uot keop out of debt. I will take any hon,
member to my electorate, to the homes of
married people, and show that those pecple
cannet meet their store account at the end of
the month. Two men have given evidence in
the Arbitration Court during the last two
luys.  One gave evidence to-dazy. He has
seven children; his wife takes in a little
washing, and when his normal day’s work is
over he goes out and docs odd jobs for the
loeal farmers, notwithstanding which he ecan-
not keep out of debt. We have gone to the
Arbiteation Court and tought the employers.
tt has cost us thousands of pourds. We were
mled out on the first oceasion and defeated.
Wo now lave a hearing in the Tfederal Ar-
bitration Court and are submitting our cvi-
dence . the thope of an award
that  will give bread and butter to
the  werkers, 1 was asked the other
day why we did not go te the State
court.  The answer is beecause there iz an ab-
spnee of logie in the decisions of that insti-
tution. The State Arbiteation Court awarded
9%, Td. per day, or £2 17s. a week, for mar-
vied men with six awd seven children, while
it gave a single girl in Perth £3 14s.

AMr. Johnston: How long ago was the tim-
her award given?

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: A little over 12
months, The case put up warranted a de-

cision that would give them a living without
poing into debt.

The Minister for Weorks: A rive was
given \\‘ithoul; any award of the cowrt.
Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister for

Works joined up with the other empoyers in
resisting any inercase, and as a result the
workers have been on 9s.
five weeks ago.

The Minister for Mines:
e out of compelition.

A, OTLOGHALEN: T have sat under the
hon, member, I was an apt pupil for five
o1 six yoars. I was an enthnsiastic snpporter
of his, and theught that he was a second
edition of Providence. T heard him gay on
overy platform that the Government shonld
he w1 model employer.

The Minister for Mines: That is true. Bnt
the point is that we are running a trading
voncern in competition with others who have
an advantage over wus.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I will shift the argu-
ment, I will take it away from the State
sawmills, competing with other sawmills, and
put it into the improvement of harbours and
the construction of railways. Has the Min-
ister there been a model employert No. The
men got a rise last week from 93, 7d. to 10s,
Gd,, but for the last 12 months they have

Vd. per day until

You emunot pub
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Leen gotting into debt. The Covernment are
to blame. They cannot shelter themselves be-
hind the fact that they are competing with
other enterprises, becanse in harbour im-
provement and railway construction there is
no competition,  Yet the Government have
not paid a living wage.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And have no objection
to the police getting 9s. 4d. a day.

The Minister for Works: You are not fair,

Mr. ®LOGHLEN ; Ever gince I have been in
this House, I have endeavoured to be fair. When
I and others approached the Minister only last
woek he was moved. Whother his constience
wag pricked or whether the overwhelming weight
of ovidonto in frvour of the men moved him,
I do not know. I have no desire to be unfair ;
I am morely stating the facts, and it is o fact
that a fortnight ago the men were getting 9s. 7d.
a day, mon with families to keep and, owing t¢-
the high cost of living and the reduced purchas-
ing power of & sovereign, they find it impossible
to live and keep out of debt.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The police are get.tmg
98, 4d. a doy.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Tho police have always

+been in a very embarrassed position financialy,

The Premicr: They are getting far more than
they were getting six months ago.

Mr, O'LOCGHLEN: Yes, the Ctovernment
gave them a helated rise,

The Premicr: It will cost & considerable
amount,

Mr. LOGHLEN : [ am awaro of that and
I hopeo the policeman carns the monoy the Govorn-
ment; sro giving him.

The Premier: He does,

The Minister for Mines: We havo to got the
money out ¢f somoeone else in order to pay it to the-

olice.

Me: CLOGHLEN : 1 ha.‘.'c offered no objection
to the Covernment doing that, There are peopla
who are ablo to pay and the Covernmeni are
not making them pay in accordance with their
gbility to do s, We have heard this from the
Promicr's Budget Speech. Ho has no intention
of making thoso who arc able to contribute »
litgle more do so.

The Ministor for Mines:
chanc

Mr O’LOGHLE\I Thig is an old cry. We are
always told to give every Premier a chance.
I am gatisfied that we in Western Aastralia shall
have industrial unrest in common with every
other country in the world,

The Premier : It is getting botter every day.

Saeveral mombers interjected.

The CHATRMAN: Half domn members
should not talk at once.

Mr, Q’LOGHLEN : So long a3 you hear what
I have to say, Mr. Chairman, [ shall be satisfied.
The pelice are a tolorant and, in some onses,
w very patient and mild vommunity, In Ade-
laide some little time age 1,100 police ceased
work until their grievances were redressed, In
England, the whole of the tcachers shut up the
schools for the same reason.  Strikes are occurring
in England, in America and, in fact, all over
tho civilisen world. The workers were told
that & now world was dawning, but so far they
have seen nothing of it. They are oppressed by
the present oxcessively high pricos. Yorhaps.
the fsocal system i8 to blame to some extent,.

Qive the Premier
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bat the fact remsins that the raw material
produced in Australia is costing too much. Por
head of the population, we are producing morce
than any other country on carth and yet the
material produced is not available. The wages
paid will not go round and enable the workors
to live in reasonable comfort, I admit it is
a fallacy to go on increasing wages. The mere
fact of incronsing wages will not solve the problem,
Jt is just like & merry-goround ; the workers
£o to the court and are awarded increased wages
and, on the following Monday, the ingrease is
mopped up by the buteher, the baker, and the
tailor, Such = system must lead to chaos and
confusion. What we want iz an effective body
to congrol priccs, and the State (iovernment are
unable te provide such a body. We have passed
a prico fixing Bill in order to bring down prices.
The Bill will not have that cffect. If such &
measure had heen passed threo years ago, it
would have prevented prices from going wp to
their present high level but, once prices have
gone up, a measurc of this kind cannot bring
them down again,

The Premier #* Yes, it will,

The CHAIRMAN: I hope she member for
Forrest is not overlovking the fact that we are
discusging the police vote,

Mr, OLOGHLEN: [ am not overlocking
the fact, but the whole cvening has been taken
up by a discussion of the problems shat lead to
and make nocessary the employment of polico.
The preservation of peace is the whole warp
and woof of the problem. The merry-go-round
gystem of increasing wages and the cost of living
will not lead to any solutivn and, consequently,
the Government should apply thomselves seri-
ously to the problem, The Government, 1
admit, ave practically helpless. We aro an
importing State. The price fixing Bill, which
is designed to bring contentment to the workers,
thus neccessitating a smaller police force than at
present, will not achicve that end.  Aoction should
be taken by the other auwthority which has
power to deal with this question, but the Clovern-
ment will not urge them to take action ; they
will not hit up their own friends. The Federal
Government passed a War Precoubions Act
but, did they honesily attempt to curb the rapa-
city of tho profiteers ? No. In England the
profiteers are put into gaol ; in Australin they
are put into Parliament,

The Minister for Mines: Perhaps the terms
Arp 8y RONYTNOUS.

Mr OLOCHLEN: I maintain that this
itz a fact. In the Federal Parliament, there
have been thres vacancies, and three of the
wealthiest men in the Commonwealth have been
-solocted to contest the scats. When Dr. Carty
Salmon retired from the CGrampians electorate
Mr. Edmund Jowett was selected for the seat.
Noxt to Mr. Sydney Kidman, Jowett is the
biggest cattle dealer in Australia.

The Premier: Iz he a policeman ?

Mr. 'LOGHLEN : No, he is & member of the
National Federation, and will probably be sending
over o cheque to tho Premier's party noxt week.

The Premier : Y shall not be in it, anyhow.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The other candidato
sclected was Capt. Bruce, of Paterson, Laing
& Bruce, Ltd., warchousemen of Flinders-lane,
who made o profit of £250,000 in one ycar.
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‘Then they supported the candidature of Mr
Hodges for tho Swan seat.

The CHAIRMAN: The metwber for Foreest
muat stick to the poliee,

Mr. LOGHLEN : 'That is goud advice, Mr,
Chairman, for then, if ever we are in difficulty,
the polige will atick to us, .

The Minister for Works: Patersen, Laing &
Bruce supplied tho police uniforms, )

Me. O'LOGHLEN: Whorever the polico
uniforms come from, they are costing tuo mueh,

The Premicr: How much do they cost ?

Mr. PLOGHEEN : The Interstate Commission
has pointed nut the enormuous profits madle on
clothing material throughout Australia, These
are the things which tend to cause indnstrial
uncest and strikes. Do the working men go
out on strike for plessurs ¥ 1s it of any il
vantage to be out of ewmployment when they
have wives and families te naintain? No.
When a strike ogeurs, the worker is deprived of
many of the comforts and little Juxurics of life ;
he is deprived of his bit of tobaceo and his listle
drop of beer and his children have to go hungry
vory often, Strikes are nop caleulated to do
good anywhere., 1t is a woenpon used by the
workers, but it is w weapon which causes
them sufforing heeause (thev are the weaker
section, ‘They cannot stand up ogainst the
organised foreea of capital, hut somotimes it is
the only alternative open to them. We have
Clovernments spposed to administer War P're-
cautions Acts, measures to (leal with the profiteor
who bleeds the people and yet, when a man like
Scott publishes a work on the *.Cireulating
Sovereign ™ he ig sent Lo prison for 18 manths,
Othor people were deported to America and
their friends had no knowledge of their fate.
This is our bonsted law and order and free
demoerncy. It is no free demooracy when the
ruling powers cnjoy the privileges, when tho
employer has vory much his own way, and wien
the big captainsg of industry can ask for police
protection if they get intu a bit of trouble. I
admit that in many cases there are good as wall
as bad employers, but the had cmployer, liko
the burglar, only wishes to he left alone.

The Minister for Mines: That is the only
reagon we have for making laws.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: The idea is to preservoe
law and order but very often, in such a crisis,
the Police Deparsment may he absolutely con-
demned and misropresonted by the idiotic pro-
cecding of one man. That applies everywhero,
I do not deay that in our movement we have
men with steaws in their haiv.  All partics have
men of the same tyw:, but ours is a party open
for the whale of humgnity to come inte ita
ranks,

The Premier = Then we shall all come in,

The Minister for Minos: Yes,
Mr. Mulleny interjected.
Mr. OLOGHLEN : The hon. member was

there, and he knows very well that hefore he left
that citadel, he had an opportunity to go bacek,
Ho went out of his own volition,

The Ministor for Mines: To whom are you
referring ?

Mr. CLOGHLEN : To the member for Monzics.

Mc. Mullany : You know porfecthy woll it is ot
oorrect,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: [ make that detinite
assertion for, with tho excoption of four months,
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1 have been president of the movement during
the last four years. Not one of the men was
expellod from tho movement. It does not matter
if we all leave the movement, it will still go on.
8o long as the world lasts this olement of recon-
struction will exist among the working olasses.
Thoy will be abliged by the economic factors
of the world to keep together. Others turn them
down for the timo being in order to take the re-
ward for their apostasy. Although the perty
to which I belong, during the presens trouble,
the Fremantle trouble, or through any other
industrial occurrence that may come about, may
be injured politically, industrially their actions
aro very often justified. Qur actions may drive
this party into the shades of opposition for
Years to como end may kill any remedial affocts
in the way of political netion, but the movemont
will still go on and its mombers with it, and will
. take up what we belicve to bo the cause of the
worker. Their right place is with their own
elags and not with the master class, apologising
o the boss and seeking to serve only the interests
of the boss. There is & magnificont story told
by Senator Givens, who is an old friond of mine.
Ho tells it against himself. At the last eloction
in: Queensland they wanted him fo go north
and he wanted to stand for Toowoombsa.  Eventu-
oliy they induced him to go to Cairne. He was
for 20 years & member for the district.

The Minister for Mines: Are you telling the

 story of yesterday or to-day ?

The CHAIRMAN : T would remind the hon.
member that wo are dealing with the police
vole,

Mr, Lombert : Tell us all about it.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member
keop order ¥

The Minister for Workes : Do not waste time.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: The Minister suggests
that I am wasting time. On the Minister's
FEatimatcs on Tuesday [ had ample material to
cnable me to speak fur a couplo of hours, and yet
I did not avail myself of the opportunity, I
have a right to speak of anything that affects
my district. I am not going to condemn the
Police Department. unduly.

Mr, Lutey : No one is condemning them.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The Minister for Mines
mado a most cloquent specch and set up an
Aunt Sally only to knock it down agam. Hs
thon put hor up once moro and again she fell
ovor.

The Miniater for Mines:
Sallies in the police.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN There aro.

Tho Minister for Mines : You have been trying
to maks them,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Much as I doplore the
industrial unrest, I cannot help feeling that there
i3 o rosson for it. Tho workers by political
action are not going to achiove results, because
tho circumlocutionary methods of Government
instibutions are sc pronounced that the workers
cannot got rodresa for their political gricvances.
There is always a denger in the Govornment
instructing the Polico Force to take extracrdinary
action in special circumstances. There is ons
officer on the goldfields at least who is not dis-
eroot. 1 was summonoed in Parliamont House
for the serious offence of standing in Barrack
Street during tho tramway strike. I was stand-
ing thore because a farmer who was trying to

There are no Aunt
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get o transfer of land and had the document
in hip hand wase asking me to explain things to
him, Sergeant Pilkington took my namo and
hauled me up before the court. I had to spend
£3 in order to bring the farmer to Perth so that
he might explain the circumstances to the court,
There were two plain clothes men behind Pilking-
ton, and these said that I had refused to move
whori I was told. I have related the facts.
Mr. Roe, a good and gonial magistrate, seid that
it was o trumpod up ease and dismissed it with
o pleasant smile, There aro occasions, thore-
foro, when the police are in tho wrong. I only
hopo that after the passage of these Eatimates
the instructions that are issuod to tho police
will be issued in » commeon sonae fashion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [12-15 a.m.] : The
bon. member did not tell us much about the
police.
hMr. O'Loghlen: You tell us something about
them,

Tho MINISTER FOR WORKS: I strongly
resent tho attack that ho hns made upon me
with regard to starving men and not paying
them higher wages.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You havo joined with the
employers.

Tho MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have not
dono so,

Mr. O'Loghlen : You havo not paid the higher
rate.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
mont is not true.

Mr. O'Loghlen : T will prove it,

Tho CHATRMAN : Is the Minister discussing
the police vote ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and I
am going to discuss it in tho samo way that the
hon. member has discussed it.

The CHAIRMAN: You will, with the per-
mission of the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yos, sir.

The CHAIRMAN: And not in your own
way. -

'lxhe MINISTER FOR WORKS : No, air.

The CHAIRMAN : Tho Minister may proveed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will not
take more than o fow minutes to say-

Mr. O'Loghlen : Do not say what is untrue,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
correct. 1 have not joined in with the em-
ployors in regard to wages.

Mr. O Loghlen: It is corroet that you have
not paid a fraction moro.

The MINISTER FOR-WORKS : It is not cor-
reot for the hon. member to aay that I have joined
the employers. Tho torma of the basic wage were
fixed by the Arbitration Court, and they wore
congidored good enough by the various unions
for them to make an agreement with me on that
basia.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Beeauge they eould not cite
you bofors the court. Be fair!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of course,
I am not at liberty to oxplain the matter.

Tho CHATRMAN : The hon, momber ia correct
in refuting the statement made by & previous
spoaker, but after having given an assurance
that it was not so, he iy not within his rights
in continuing. I must ask tho Minister fo
discuss tho vote now under consideration.

The stato-
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wish to
complete my statoment in regard to the agree-
mont that we made with the wvarious unions.
This waa mado on 4 basis of 9s. Td.

Mr, O’Loghlen : Why ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: And this
agrooment had to bo kept. Although the agroo-
mont had a cortain poriod still to ran, we
reoently have voluntarily raised the wages from
93, 7d. to 10a. 6d., and havo stated that if tho
court gives a further advance we will consider it,
and whatever is decided will be made rotro-
apochive,

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies)[12-17 &.m.}: T regrot
tho latonoss of the hour, but would lizo to rofor
to certain stotements which have been made
during the debato I must take the first oppor-
tunity that presonts itsclf of replying te these
statoments, The discussion upon the Polico
Batimates i3 of particular interest at this
juncturo, owing to the situation which exists
on the goldficlds. Beforo touching upon that
unfortunate trouble, I wish to say that I thoroughly
agreo with tho staternont made by the momber
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Mr. Lutey) in rogard
to what is tormod the gold stesling staff on the
goldfields. These policomen are paid partly
by the Chamber of Mines and partly by the
Governmont. It is unsatisfactory that such a
state of affairs should bo permitted to con-
tinue. T the Chambor of Minos dosire oxtra
protection and are prepared to pay for it, no
legitimate excoption could bo takon to that course
boing followed. I do objoct to the Chamber
of Mines or any other organisation outside a
Governmoent department having any control
ovor our polica ofticer. If this system i3 to
be continued, it would bo weli for the Govern-
mont to ingist upon the Chamber of Mines paying
to the Police Department every year a certain
amount for services rendered by men suppliod
from the Polico Department; but thoso men
should be treated in cxactly the game way as any
othor polico officers, and shouid be subject to
the eontrol of the Commissioner of Police, and
subjoct to removal to any part of the State,
in the samo way as all other police offlicers.
Under such conditions, the Chamboer of Mines
wounld have ne control over the gold-stealing
ataff. [ do not intend to attempt to discuss
tho detaila of the unfortunato disturbance which
oceurred in Kalgoorlie last weel. Every membor
who has spoken has admitted that a disturbance
did take placo. But [ do take strong exception
to the romarks of the momber for Kalgoorlie,
the momber for Kanowna, and the member for
Mt. Magnet, in regard to the members of the
“ go-called ' nationalisty’ union. Thoy have been
referred to by cach of these three hon. members
as geabs, or as members of the bosses’ union.

Mr. Groen: I riso to & point of order. The
statement of the hon, member is totally ineorrect
80 far as I am concerned. I never used either
tho cxprossion ** seabs ” or tlie cxpression ** mem-
bers of the bosses’ union.”

Mr. MULLANY: 1 accopt the assurance
of the member for Kalgoorlie, and so I must
withdraw my statoment so far aa he is concerned.
I must have boon mistaken rogarding him, but
I am sure tho imember for Kanowna and
the member for Mt. Magnet usod those cxpres-
giona, and I teke strong exception to auch ex-
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pressions being applied to the members of that
union oither in this Chambor or by any person
outside. I know what T am speaking about. 1
myself was prosident of & branoh of the Foderated
Miners’ Union, then termed the AW.A., at
Menzies in 1807—22 years ago. At that time
that association was the only workers’ union in
oxistence in the northern field outaide Kalgoorlie,
I know there are scores of men to-day in the
Coolgardic miners’ union who wore follow-
unionists with myself at that time ; and therofore
I resent, and will eontinue to resent, those men
being termod seabs or bosses’ unionists, Thay
are nothing of the kind, and the men who uso
thoso terms know it perfectly well. Take the
porsonnel of the Coolgardie miners’ union man
for man, and trace back the record of each of
them in upioniem, and those records will bo found
to compare favourably with the records of tho
members of any union in this State. Possibly
thoro are somo undesirables in the ranks of the
Coolgardic miners' union, but so thore aro in
the ranks of the A'W.U, The member for Kal-
goorlic stated that although members of the
AW.U. to-day in Kalgoorlie are termed extromists,
and although people in Porth and in vther contres
say that the loaders of the AW.U. in Kalgoorlie
conatitute a dangerous eloment, he takes great
prids in tho fact that those so-callod extremista,
at a mocting hold some little time ego, carried
by an overwhelming majority s resclution in
fovour of arhitration,

Mr., Green : Yes, Isay thoy arc not oxtremists.

Mr. MULLANY : I ask, aro they ocarrying
their arbitration principles into effect to-day ?

Mr, Green : This is not a atrike.

Mr. MULLANY : I ask the member for Kal-
goorlie, as & man who knows what arbitration
really mesns, is what we now see arbitration ?

Mr. Green : It is not a strike,

Mr. MULLANY : The hon. member knows
that those men are doing wrong, but ho has not
the moral courage to say so.

Mr. Green: Do not bothor about my moral
courage.
© Mr. MULLANY : If those men are 8o strong on
arbitration as the momber for Kalgoorlio has
told us

Mr. Green: I am not too keen on arbitration,

Mr. MULLANY : The member for Kalgoorlie
knows, and overy member of this Chamber
knows, and many people outside know, that
stops are now being takon by the mining section
of the A W.U. in Kalgoorlic to abtain the cancel-
lation of the registration of the Coolgardie miners’
union, Whethor the offort will prove suocessful
1 do not know ; but if those men are so strong
on arbitration as the member for Kalgoorlie
would bhave us belicve, why do thoy not wait
until that application is brought beforo the
Arbitration Court ?

Mr. Green: That was their vote by four or
five to one,

Mr. MOLLANY : If that is their vote, are
thoy not men cnough te give offect to their
regolution ¢ We hoar a great doal about in-
timidation, and about tho polico being armed.
I am not going to discuss whothor the Minister
waa justified or not in arming the police.

Mr. Green: Not the peliee, but others.

Mr, MULLANY: I do not know exactly
what the conditions in Kalgoorlie were. Un-
doubtedly, however, when those moen went on
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tho mines that morning, they went there to try
to drive the others away,

Mr. Green: No. They wanted the others to
join up,

Mr., MULLANY : Hero we como right te the
point. Why arc thosa others outaide that union
to-day ¥ Notwithstanding that I have had a
vory lengthy experionce as a trada unionist, the
eventy of 1917, whon the workers wore asked to
contribute, in a mannor, to troubles not of their
own secking, to tronbles which originatod not in
this State but in other States, and when such
bitterness oxisted in that union as the momber
for Forrest hns pointod out, T would not con.
tinwe a momber of that union,

Mr. O'Loghlen : Lt is & poor old union in the
West that would not support tho unions in the
East, and vieo versa,

Mr. MGLLANY : In tho opinion of unioniats
just as sound as the member for Forrest, the
unionists jn the HEast wore not entitled to sup-
port in that instance, and the stand that was
taken against them was justified, 1 hear some
member aay, ** Do not attempt to oxcuse your-
gelf.” I do not want to excuse myself. I am
prepared to justify, cithor here or elsewhere,
the action I took, and also the action of tho
members of the Coolgardie miners’ union. When
it comes to talking of unionism, 1 say that the
real unionists arc the men who arc doing some-
thing to further the real interests of tho workers,
the mon who are standing out against the ox-
tremo section that unfortumatcly is in control
of unionism to-day.

Mr. Gireon: You have a rat on that,

Mr, MULLANY : My rat will perhaps carry
me further than the hon, member's opinions
will carry him. Further, as regards my having
a rat on this subjoct, lot me point out that I
fought my laat olection on the samo lings, and
that the uwnionists of the north again returned
me as their representative after six yoars’ ox-
perience of me.

Mr, Lutey: Youn wero returnod with the
help of the poople who first voted againat vou,

Mr. MULLANY : Yerlinps so. But it has to
be remembered that the mon who wore
previously on my clection commibtee were
on my committes on the last occasion. The
momber for Kalgoorlie made some referenco
to tho action taken by the brothers Schwan. |
do oot know whether the allegations are correct,
They are very dofinite, hewever ; and 1 have no
doubt theso gentlemen will have sumething to
say on the subject. A good deal of the discuasion
to-night has controd upon the point whethor
the Minister was justitied in sonding armed
policomon to Kalgoorlie. 1 feel justilied in
asking the Committeo to judge the Minister upon
regults. Ho undoubtedly bad to act on the
advicos which reachud him from Kalgoorlic,
and | say without hebitation that thoro are mer
in Kalgoorlic who can be depended upon to
furnish accurato and fair accounts of what has
transpirod.

Mr. Greon: Thoy aro not fair and accurato
acoounts.

Mr. MULLANY : I trust this induatrinl
trouble will svon bo got over, 1 beliove that
overy mombor on the opposite side of the House
also desires that. Jor my part, I would like to
sop the registrations of both unions canecelled,
and then they should be asked to drop the bitter-
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nose and the dificronces which have arisen bo-
twoen them, mostly for political reasons, during
recent years, end to form o now industrial nnion,
tb be conlined to industrial purposes only. The
oxperionco we haveo gained in the past fow years
will lead right-thinking jeople, with a knowledge
of industrial mattors, tu agree with me. We
want political organisntions’ to let the peoplo
know what progress is nocossary for their benetit.
But in the best interests of industrinlism it would
be well if wo could cut out altogether the pelitical
section from the industrial. I am prepared to
advocate boforo cither of the unions vhe adoption
of this course. 1 would say to the nationalists
ar the Ksalgoorliv minors' union, that if thoy
would drop this bitterness and get right down
te form a union for industrial purposus only,
wo would thon bo assurcd of industrial peace.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: How can you divido the
two ¥

Mr, MULLANY : I want to get to the bettom
of this quostion, and if anyone is going to raiso
pebty diffioultivs the question will never bo
golved. [ am apoaking as an iwlustrialist who
has taken a considerablo part in industrial
matters. I we drop political propaganda work
altogothor that will be o great step towards the
sottlement of industrial troubles in Australis.
I put up the suggestion as being worthy of sorions
congideration,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You cannot divide tho
two.

Mr. MULLANY : { bolicve you can, and tho
member for North-East Fronantle will soon
find & way of doing so. Wo must separate tho
industrial from the political, What 1 mean
most patticulsrly is thot wo have no right es an
industrial orgamsation to say to a man * If you
aro going to work in this industry you must join
thig organisation,” and then say to him, * Be-
eauso you have joined this industrial organis-
atiott you must further contribute towards the
upkeep of a political body with which you have
no sympathy,”

The CHALRMAN: We arc discussing the
Police Estimates, and 1 would draw the hon,
member's attention to she fact that industrial
matters do not come under the item,

Mr. MULLANY: T am about te draw my
romarks to a close. We know that the industrial
organisations of to-day have power by a majority
of their mombors bo vote sums of £50 or £100
dlirectly in tho intorests of a political candidate
or a political party. That is not right, and it
has boon the cause of at least GU or T por cent.
of membors breaking away, Jf that kind of thing
wore done sway with the objection held by a
great number of the memburs to-day would bo
removed ontirely. I ask hon. members not to
be led away by cxtravagant statcments which
have been made here about rifley wnd ammuni.
tion going to tho golddclds. The Ministor for
Mines knows the position, nnd he knows the
men on the goldtiolds as well as any hon. mem-
ber in this House, and 1 am convineed that he
would not take action which would not bo in tho
best interest of the workers and tho peoplo of
the State gonorally.

Mr, JONES (Fremantie} [12:33 am.}: 1
move—

That progress be reporfed.
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Mitinn put and negatived.

Mr. JONES (Fremantlo) [ 12-36 a.m|: The mem-
bor for North-East Frementle (Mr. Angwin) hes
explained how the CGovornmont wero acting
illegally in arming the police in Kalgoorlis, I,
together with other members, am not in the
least surprised at what has besn done. The
present Uovernment stand on the one hand in
in the interests of law and order, the plank on
which the member for Albany was returned to
this House, but they also stand for organised
anarchy when it suits thejr purpose. A men I8

murdered in the Perth hospital, and the widow -

gets o compensation, A man ig flogged in the
¥remantle gaol and someone gote sick leave over
it. Bo far as the police force is concerned there
are some members of it good men that I am
proud o know; but there are algo young
policemen who ars likely to be corrupted by
the fact that the present Comwissioner is not
fit to have charge of a small country stors, lot
alons be in charge of  body of men for whom
hg has no respeet and who neither foar nor reapect
him, and by whom he is known as Black Hand
Bob. Yot we give to such & man charge of &
department holding the power of life and death.
This powor i8 put in the hands of thia patticularly
spotic and corrupt individual.

Mr. Johnston : Jt is a very scrious charge.

Mr. JONES: It can be made still movoe so if
the hon. member desices. On cach occasion
on which I have spoken on the Police Estimates,
I have referred to the dangerous tendency to
Americonise the police force. When we roview
the system under which good men are con-
steained to prostitute themselves mentally,
wo realise that the Amoricanising of the force
beeomoes worse vear by year. 'Lhe police aro
sworn under the feanrful oath read out by ile
Minister to-night ; but most people today can
break an onth as they would break a peanut shell.

The Premicr: What a nice thing to say !

Mr, JONES: The Promier, with all hig fine
ideas of the mid-Victorian age, belioves that it
i8 & shocking admission to make, but we moderns,
living in advance of our own time, realiso that that
is tho actual tendoney to-day. The systom of the
police [orce in Amerien is to obey the instructions
of the man higher up, whether in the matter of

- conniving at brothels or of allowing trade safter
hours, The tendeney of graff, working down
from the Government to the lowest policeman
or spreet swecper, is so well organised that it
i quite possible for a man, by touching a button,
to say whether another ghall be arrested and sent
to gaol or honoured wich a favour. “That tendeney
is in oxistence here. We have had strange ex-
amples of it during the war. The L W.W, cascs
in Sydney provide an instance of how, upuwn
w pure framc-up, upon evidence subscquently
ilisproved, inen can be sent ta gao! for periods of
years, I know it is hard to do anything with
the present CGovernment but, as far as we are
able, T wish to prevent that sort of thing happen-
ing hero. 1 do not wish our police force to
become any more Americamsed than it is to-lay.
Lo provent that state of aflairs, our police must
recoive higher wages. It is awful to think that
the safoty, the liberty of thousands of eitizens
ghould be at the merey of uwnderpaid men. It
is greatly to the credit of the police that there
are #o many honest men ameng thom, Tho
police force should bo more highly paild than
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ate politicians, beesuss their opportunities for
graft are greater. Whilst the older memhers of
the force are, perhaps, beyond the influence of
the present Commiassionor, we have to consider
the younger man, who will sooner or Jater realise
that thoeir promotion rests on & precarieus founda-
tion, that American methods will assist them
in promoting their interests, and that they have
to keep good with the Commissionor to tay in
the force at all. These mon find themselves
in & corrupt environment. Unless the House
decides that the wagos of the police shall be
considerably higher than they are to.day, we
have a black outlook for democrary in this
State. It is easy for members to sit down and
say, “As it was in the boginning, is now and
ever shall ba, world without end,” but as timos
change, a8 we get decper in that class war which
will mesn the emsancipation of the workers,
tho employing class which the Covernment
represent is bound to introduce those methods
which provido the ocasiest way of getting rid of
their chief opponents, the casicst way of dealing
with the workers' leaders on frame-ups, as has
been done in Ameriea, and I do pot think the Pro-
mier wishes that condition of things toobtain here.
I submit that, in the interosts of democracy and
liberty, the wages of the pelice must be increased
to o far higher level than at present. Wo are
not paying the ordinary man enough to keep him
honest. It is practically impossible, at this
hour of the sitting, to reviow the whele of the
mcthods of the gentleman who is Commissionor
of Police, but 1 wish bricfly to touch upon the
methoda of promotion wnder which men rise
in the service. This might throw & little light
on the manner in which tho Commissioner con-
ducts his dopartment. I have said that the
tendeney is to put into practice the American
police mothods, but the Commiasionsr's methods
of promoting men go further back. Thoy
savour of Venice of the 1lth century when the
government of the country was practically in the
hands of a seerct council of 10. Under
similar methods to those in evidence in the
days of the Dcges dces the Commis
sioner of Polico act in the matter of promoting his
officers. There is what is known as a promo-
tional selection board, A few wecks ago we gob
a little information cn this from the Minister
but not nearly sufficient. I should like to know
exnotly what this board is and whether it has
any legal status, We are told it is comprised
of the distriet officers from Albany 1o Gersldion.
I do not know how the members are appointed
or how they sit, or whether they act under a
general notice such #8 I saw in the Ralgoorlio
“Miner” a little while &go headed * Hullo,
Hullo, Kalgoorlic or Beulder” I do not know
whaother the boarl is called together by these
methods or whether any minutes of the mectings
are kept. It would e intoresting to know
how many membera form a quorum, where the
board sits and how much of the minutes is open
to the public and how much of the mectings
ig apcrot. We know that we have a hoard.
the number of members of which is uncertain
and the quorum of which is uncertain, which
sits Heaven only knows when and devides exactly
which officer ghall be and which offcer shall not
be promoted. So far as I can gather, no minutcs
have been kept, If an officor is due for pro-
motion, his name goes in and the Loard deals
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With it and there is no appeal. Ho does not
know what _becomes of it. Ho places his name
in & box, Tt goos bofore this mystic and ghostly
body which sits in the dark hours of the night
or the early hours of the morning, perhaps in
Major Brearley’s airship, and rocords its minutoes
on the clouds that paes by.

Mr. Johnston: If the board recommends
& man, nobody knows whether the Commissioner
appoints him,

Mr. TONES: No, I should like the Minister
to explain the method.

The Premier: What do you want to know ?

Mr. JONES: Porhaps the Premior can tell
us. [ wigh the administration of the Police
Dopartment wore in the hands of the Premier.

Hon, W. O. Angwin: The adminisration of
of the Police Department is always put into
the hands of » person who wishes to show
himsolf a strong man.

Mr. JONES: Yes. I should like to know
why good men, who have shown wondorful tact
and preserved good erder and dome their work
in an exemplary manner and have shown, not
by the number, but by the fewness of their ¢cases

in the police oourt, that they are competent .

men, whon they spply for promotion and are
duo for promotion, are pasesd over, An unbiassed
obsorver who does not protend to understand
the dopartmont would think they were the right
men to he promoted, Their applications go
bofore this strange body, the selection board,
and that is the last they hear of them., They
do not know whether the boatd recommends
them for promotion and if the board does recom-
mend thom, thoy do not know that the Com-
misgioner will promote them. They have mno
appoal.

Mr. Johnston: And they will never find out
while the present Commissioner is there.

Mr. JONES: No. The present aystem under
which the police force is run is absolutely con-
ducive to the riotous behaviour which did not
heppen at Kalgoorlie but which the Press stated
did happen. This is quite in line with the star
ohamber methods of promotion that thess
agsembled black-handed gentlemen bring into
being.  Thers is & seeret servica fund eonnected
with tho police force. I have a fairly definite
recollection that the House carried » motion
ordoring a roturn to be laid on the Table showing
how much monoy had beon spent in the seerct
service, but the Minister in charge of tho polito
in, of course, above Parlinment, He is not con-
cerngd as to what tho House orders, and although
it must be two or threo months since the motion
was carriod, thero is atill no sign of the return,
The Ministor should explain wiether he intonds
to give the House the return, whether he thinkas
the country is entitled to know what its olocted
representatives have, by motion earried in the
House, ordored to bo laid on the Table. Some-
thing more than a mere oursory explanation
about giving the police a chantce should bo offered
to the Houss for the certain oversight in the
mabtor of laying this return on the Table.

The Promier: Is it not on the Table ?

Mr. JONES: No.

The Promier: I think it is there,

Mr. JONES: It is no mora on the Table than
is the Minister in his place ; both are missing. It
i@ not listed in “ Hansard,” and I have gone
through the papers on the Table. I am very
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interosted in this secret service fund, and would
like to know how muck has been spont and where
the moncy has gone,

1 a.m.

Tho Premier : And who got it.

Mr. JONES : Yeos, and the names of the men
who got it.

The Minister for Works: And how much, I
suppoae.

Mr. JONES: Yes, and how much they got.
The country is ontitled to know who got it.
The samo methods of secrecy which provail in
regard to the distribution of theso public funds
appertaing in every branch of tho polico force.
No doubt thore are some things which the police
wigh to keop secret, but when we have & position
such as we have here it is not fair to the country
and is not giving it & chance in any direction.

Mr. Johnston: Perhaps thoy aro preparing
the ligt.

Mr. JONES ; I wish briefly to touch upon ono
or two of the points that have beon mentioned
tonight. If the debato had heen adjourned
hon. members could have approached these
important matters with a olearer mind, and
could have given of the best in them to tho
subjects under discussion, As it is we have to
bring tired minds to bear upon questions of
groat importanco to the country, because this
may be the only opportunity we shall have of
discuseing them, and of dealing with the abuses
which are apparont in the mismanagement
of tho present Commissioner of Police. The
member for North-East Fromantle has fully
explained tho position with regerd to Fremantle.
He has told us that Fremantle is probably the
most law-abiding and poaceful port in the world,

The Premier: There are anme pretty bad
ports in tho world,

[Mr. Piesse took the Chair.]

Mr., JONES : I suggest to the Promier that if
it were necessary to fight for bread for his children
he would fight just as these men at Fromantle
have fought, The occurronce of May 4th was a
regrettable ono and I have no wish to refer fo it.
It is probably ono of the most discreditable
blunders the Governmont have ever made. I
know they are ashamod of it, and I have no wish
to inerease that ghame, boyond saying that this
blunder has had the effect of discrediting the
polico foree to a cortain extent throughout the
length and breadth of tho State. Thoe Commis.
sioner of Polico should realise that the police have
to live this down, and the Government should
agsist the polico to do this instead of making
their task as hard as possible, The Government
forced tho polico into tho position of taking
action, when a little commonsonse and fore-
thought would have shown them that this was
unwise. Beeasuse of this the police are held in
sorne slight disregerd, to say the least of it.
They aro not exactly loved by any of the men
with whom they had a disagreemont. Directly
there is a little trouble at Fremantle, the kind
which the old time police of the port have told me
used to happon thero every Saturday night, and
which in the shapo of & drunken brawl happens
in overy seaport in the world, some of the younger
and more tactless police come along and thore is
troublo. To the dismay nnd annoyance of the
Fromantle police the Commissionor must indnce
the Minister to arm -the foree with rovolvers,
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If thore is anything in the world more calculated

to work up fooling against the police it is thia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The man who gave all
the trouble was put on a ship on the foliowing
day and taken away.

Mr. Green: And loft Fromantle apotless once
moro.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, it was a slur on its
fair name.

Mr. TONES: Owing largely to the action of
the Ministor in nrming the police there is a
feeling against thom. 'This fonling, which was
rankling icss and loss as the woeks went on, has
now to a gertain oxtent increased agsin. Wo
have to begin all ovor again to try and make it
possible for tho police to go into the atreets
without its being thought by the mion that the
police ars their onemies. We do not want that
spirit. We want thy law abiding citizens of
the Stato to fool that the polios aro their friends,
but owing to the action of the Government in
arming tho police they cannot ontertain those
friendly foolings now. In order to make: politioal
ospital for tho forthcoming oicctions the kept
press of tho State must rake up every little
trouble aad overy slight disturbance or any-
thing that they may be able to turn into evidence
of mob rule. They ondeavour to incite tho
people of the State to believe that there is some
fearful socrot socioty, the mombers of which
would Kill every policoman in Western Aunstralia
if thoy could. Thoy aro doing their best to
incite & feoling of hatred on the part of the
workers against their fellow workers in the police
forco. .

Mr. Pickering: You mean a section of the
Prosy,

Mr. JONES: [ mean tho whole of the kept
Presa,

Mr. Pickering : I thought you might include
the ** Fremantlo Herald.”

Mr. JONES: That is not kept: it is free.
If tho Minister i3 anxious for law and order,
a8 ho told the olectors of Albany he was a fow
months ago, and if ho wants to sce constituted
authority observed in the way ho led the people
of the Btate to boliove it would be observed
whon he foiated himse!f upon them again, he
would be wise if he made a boginning by cur-
tailing tho lying statements of the Press which are
ao caleulated o create that vory spirit of unrest
I bolieve he himself does not want.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Some papors would go
out of existonco thon.

Mr. JONES : All the botter. The world would
bo hbotter, freshor, and cloaner for thoir dis-
appearanco.

Tho Ministor for Minos : [ quite agreo with you
that wo ought to have powor to provent that
gort of scare item from appearing in the Pross.
Such items do a great doal of harm.

Mr, JONES : I will support the Ministor if he
brings in s moaguro for that purposo, and 2
protty stringent one, too,

The Minister for Mines : But you would rofuse
to support it, on the ground that it was an inter-
fercnce with frecdom.

Mr. JONES : Continuing on tho incidont of
the iirat trouble in Fremsaatle, which called forth
the issue of revolvers to the police, lot me aay
that, partly as the rosnit of that issuo of fire-
arms, the idea got about—and to some extent that
jdea is justiied—that the police, feeling deoply
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the discredit of thoir defeat on the 4th Magr.
are now looking around to find the men wko
inflicted that defeat.

Mr. Johnston oslled attention to the state of
the Committes.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Mr. JONES : When interrupted by the mem-
bor for Williams-Narrogin, I wes endeavoiring
to explain that the idea is now prevalent in
Fremantlo that the police are seeking revenge
by arresting all thoso who were prominont in the
trouble of the 4th May. 'Chis view is horne out
largely by the fact—of which the Minister may
not be aware—that many of the old Fromantle
constables, the men who have sorved the State
faithfully and well at the port and who have
the respect of all sections of the Fromantle
community, are being romoved from the port
and that their places are being taken by young
and less discreet constables.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Thet is one of the
mistakos the Police Department are making.

Mr. JONES: Yes. At tho prosent timo the
Fremantlo streets aro filled with young police-
men, many of whom are returned soldiera,
There are in Fremantle many roturned soldiers
who are civilians, and froguently the soldier
who has been away dislikes a policoman. The
result is that occasionally when & man showing
many colours across his breagt comes with an
air of importance down the street and moves
on two or three young roturned soldiers in
civilian ¢lothes, they are inclined to say, as they
move away, that the gontleman who has movad
thom on ia & * Horseferry-road cop or some-
thing of that sort. That, naturslly, is resented
by the man in uniform, particularly if it is true ;
and in gome cases he makes an arrest. Exactly
this ia what occurred in the cage referred to
by the member for North-East Fromantle, when
a returned soldier was marched through s meet-
ing which that hon, momber addressed. It is
what oceurrcd on the occasion when a young
naval man produced a pevolver, In view of
the sloguent statement made by the Minister in
charge of the Polico Department regarding that
revalver episode, I want to let the Committee
know that the two hrothers concerned, Messts,
Blaise, had just met for the first timo after e
separation of four yomrs. One of the brothers
had just returncd from service in the Navy, and
tho othor from service in Gollipoli and France.
Ag most: of us would do in similar sircumstances,
they were celobrating their reunion. When
they were moved on by a constable, they in-
quired where the returned soldicr policoman
had done his service. The result was that one
of the brothers was seized from behind and had
his arm twisted, whereupon the young naval
man produced a revolver, which was not loaded,
They weeo not arrcsted therc and then, owing
to tho intervention of an older constable. They
were allowed to go to their home, but later 13
policomen followed them there and effocted
their arrest. I do not want to continue with
these incidents, but they are getting too common
in Fremantle. 1f the Minister, if the Commis-
sioner, if the public should believe that while
that sort of thing is going on, the spirit of dis-
trust between the police and tho people of Fre-
mantle ia being allayed, they are making a big
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mistake. 1 suggest to the Minister that, if he
likes, the civilians of Fromantle will help him to
form a civilian force, and then he can remove &
lot of the young constables from the port.

Mr. Duff: Would you join such a force ?

Mr. JONES: A force of that nature, yes;
because the most peaceful town, perhaps, in
Australin during the week following the 4th
May was Fremantle, with not a policeman in
sight.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There was never any
trouble at Fromantle until the Covernment of
the day handed over the Town Hall to Billy
Hughes's - push—ea Government paid to rule this
State.

Mr. JONES: This idea of overawing, of
ruling by foree, is no geod to the State, because,
as I pointed out on a memorable oceasion in
this Chamber, if the Government propese to
rulo by force, by over-awing the people, the
workers are likely to ploy the same game—and
they are in much the larger numbers. 1 shall
not extend the warning any further. Ti instead
of allowing this despotic, anarchic (‘ommissionor
to endeavour to bluff the people of the State,
the Minister would allow wiser counscls to pre-
vail, weuld allow the older heads of the service
to advise a8 to the most (actful metl.cd of deal-
ing with troubles, there would ke far fower
troubles throughout the State.  Just a Lrief
reference to the position which has keen created
at Kalgoorlic.  Thers is no doebt i the mind of
the casual observer thas the Government realise
how mueh harm was done them by the defeat
they suffered at Fremantle on the 4th May, and
thoy made up their minds that they were not
going to sofficr a similar humiliation at Kal-
goorlie. Consequently, in onder to overawe the
penceful public and put fear inio tlu hearts of
the unionists of the goldliclds, they staried to
have armed lisplays in the wain strects, We
have keen told through the pages of the kept
Press that G000 returned soldiers have Yeen cn-
rollerl and sworn in in order to upheld lav and
orider in Kalgoorlie.  This is a delif ¢rate, frigid,
aml caleulated lic. [ have Len: a manilesto
published in the columng of the ** Kalgoorlie
Miner ™ of the 106h Noveml-er, ‘This was issucd
by the dinkuwm returned soldiers, wnil it is ad-
visable that it should he placed on reoerd in this
dehate.  The manifosto is not displayed with
'I)ig hendlines, as wos the report which appeared
in lagt Friday morning’s Press, neitler did i
reecive the same consideration as the utterances
of the membors of the Chamber of Mings in the
local prper. The kept Press charged the soldiers
80 much per ineh for the privilege of permitting
this statement to appear in the hallowed ond
sacred advortising ecolumns.  This is how i
meads—

A MANIFESTO.
Citizens of the Coldficlds.

Tor the first time in the history of the Golden
Mile an industrial upheaval of the first magni-
tude hag arrived. A cloud of misstatements
antl deliberate falschoods, all converging on
the dispute and all ingended to cloud the
real issucs at stakc hae arisen. They all, in
our opinion, cmanato from the Chamber of
Mines, a reactionary and unreprescutative
exceutive of R.S.A. keing one of the channels
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through waieh the Chamber hope to sail to
& complete victory over a body of people
representative of 80 per cent. of the com-
munity and who ungrudgingly and unspar-
ingly gave of their men and money to assist
Australia’s efforts in the war. What are the
facts ¥ Only six R. Soldiers refused to join
the A W.U. Four hundred and sixty returned
goldiers who are also A.W.U, men, are par-
taking in the strike. We, the cleeted ropre-
sontatives of the Returned Soldiors Unionists,
appeal 6o that love of fair play characteristic
of every British community. Jf weight of
popular mpproval within our own ranks and
the justice of majority rule are to count for
anything, arc we not jistiied in insisting
upon the remaining eight non-unionists joining
our organisation 7 We vnhesitatingly brand
the Manifesto issued by Mr. Ross, secretary
of the R.8.A, as a delikerate tissue of false-
hoods., Twe hundred and ninety men attend-
ed tho meeting which he characterises as being
only attended by 40, A unanimous resolution
was carried pledging our support to ovr AW, U.
comrades in the present struggle. At the
meeting of the Boulder R.SA., which he re-
fers to, only 25 attended. The motion en-
dorsing the action of the Kalgoorlic hranch
wasg carried by a large majority of 12 to 7 ; six
refrained fruom  vouing.,  Citizens, stand by
your eountry, vour constitution and tre de-
moeracy.—<, 33, Mullery, .}, Cavanagh, W.
Mnher.
This was charred for at the rote of 48 an inch.
It is the appeal which the dinkum returned
suldiers have made to the rest of their fellow
countrymen, “ Citizens, stand by vour country,
your constitugion, and true democracy.” In
reply to the appeal of these men the Minister
sent up rifles and ammunition to arm the thugs
who were only too ready and anxious to shoot
down their fellow workers on the Colden Mile.
The men who were sworn im were those who
declared withovt fear or favour—I forget the
beautiful wording of the oath—but these were
the men who were to sce that law and order was
mointeined, and that men were shot down—
bosses, thugs, special constables, police pimps,
the object of evervone of whom was to shoot
and kill, if possible, the workers of the State.
As the Fromantle episoile stood to the discredit
of the Colebatch Administration, so will this
action of the Minister for Mincs at Kalgoorlie
atand to his eternal diseredit. I do not know
to what length the Minister will go. History
relates that the men whu were drawn from the
ranles of the slaves and set up as iask masters
over those with whom they had previeusly
heen associated, used the whip hardest and were
most brutal of task masters. And history is
repenting itself here. Judas himsell betrayed
his Master only onee.  How many times does the
Minister in charge of the poliee intend to crucify
the class that first gave him public life 3 Yer
haps in his quict moments he will realise to what
extent the Inst class to whom he has sold himself
will drive him and use him, perhaps Le will
realise that this brutal terrorisation of a peaceful
commimity an the golidfichds will react hitterly
against the class he is serving at the present
time, that in the minds of the peoplo it is going
to bo piled up against the day of retribution
which will come as surely as to-day's sunrise,
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Item, Commisgioner, £750 :

Mr. JOHNSTON : Although only £672 was
voted last year, no less than £71]1 was paid to
the Commissioner, while the cstimate this year
is £750. I think we should know tho reason
for the incroase, particularly in view of the fact
‘that incroasos to constables have been very small ;
in fact our constables are paid 1s. a day less
than any other policemen in Australia.

Hon. W. C Angwin: You must not forget
thoy have cut down the scerctary.

Mr. TOHNSTON : 1t is all the more surprising
that this inercase should be given when a vory
-capable aceretary has been cut down,  In Queens-
land, class for class and grade for grade, the
police get 28, a day more than in Western Aus-
tralia,

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: The salary
of the Commissioner was increased as from the
1ot January last, which was the time when goneral
increases were made availalle to members of
the force. Although the salary lovks to Lo
high, it must be remombered that the present
Commissioner has held office for a number of
years ot o low galary, As o matter of fact tho
salary ho is now receiving is what was paid
to the Commissioner of Police 20 ycars ago,
and is lesa than what waa paid in 1912-13.

Mr., JONES: 1 move sn amendmout—

That the iten be reduced by £10.

Ungtil the lower paid men are in receipt of butter
wagos, the Committee should not pasgs the increase
granted to the Commissioner,

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.

Mr. JOHNSTON: We have been told thag
& secret board of inspectors recommends members
of the police for promotion. I understand that
no policoman can discover whether or not he
hee been rocommended for promotion, neither
ia it known whether the Commissioner endorses
the rccommendations put forward by the selee-
tion board. This is an unfortunate position
for capable men to be in. Ig is very unfair
that & man, for 20 vears in the serviee without
& black mark, should he repeatedly overlooked,
I bolieve there are several such instances. If
the Commissioner will not cndorse the recom-
meondations of the scleckion board, the rcasons
for his refusal should he laid upon the Table.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt would be a very
dangerous proceeding.

Mr. JOENSTON : The future of men in this
department appears to be more entircly in the
hends of the head than is the case in any other
department. I ask the Minister to sac that
men of good standing shall be given promotion,
One policeman 1 have in mind has passod the
examination for promotion. He has the highest
eredontials from all the inspeetors under whom
he has worked, and a Royal Comumission gave
him & most gratifying tcstimonial of character.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The system
of promotion is by merit, with tho aid of & seloe-
tion board consisting of the disériet officers
stationed hetween Geraldton and Albany, This
system has been in force for at least six vears
and I think the best guide as to whethor 1 has
been satisfactory is the fact thot at the last
annual conference of the police association
that body agreed that the present system should
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net be altered, This shows that the majority
of the police aro satisfied with the system. Of
course, no gystem would give entire satisfaction ;
there would always be one or two who would
be dissatisficd. The point raiscd by the membor
for Willinms-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) is guiie
fair to some extons, although he wants to ga to
the other oxtreme, It would bLe undesirabio
if the reasons of the sclection board—which
tho police agrec is satisfactory—for refusing to
recommend & man for prometion were laid on
the Table of the House. T am prepared to recom-
mend that, when the board makes a recom-
mendation for promation the Commissioner shall
submit to the Minister for the consideration of
Cabinet, if nocessary, the reason why he refused
to accopt the roecommendation of the honard,
I de not shink thore is a single instance in which
he has refused. I know the ¢ase which the hon,
member has in mind, T shall not mention the
name,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You may as well men-
gion it ; we all know it.,

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: His applica-
tion was placed in order of seniority and the
board considered his claims and unaninmously
docided that, ot the time, he was not suitable
for promotion. During that sitting, o number
of constables were scloctod for advancemens
and the number has not yet heon oxhausted]
The bonrd hng not sat since. In future I shall
have selections of the hoard made available
to mo and, if any memhor desires to knoew whethor
the Commissioner has refuscd to accept the
recommendation of the board, T shall be pre-
pared to advise him.

Mr., TROY : 1 was not aware that the police
conforence had expressed satisfaction with the
presont method of promotion.

The Minister for Mines: It is the system in
the Old Country.

Mr, TROY : 1f o confidential clerk attending
on the Minister makes himself persemally accopt-
able and conducts himself in a way that meots
with hearty approval, it is romarkable what
consideration he gets. Thers are instances
where such oflicers have been appointed over cho
heads of more responsible wmen, and probably
hetter mon, who had the misfortune not to come
into contact with the Minister. That is only
human nature, 1f I opme in contact with an
officor who ingratiated himself with me, 1 should
probably have a regord for him, and, if ho de-
sired promotion, I do net think I could find it
tn my heart o refuse hin. - That is what happens
generally,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: "That coulld not happoen
in the police. force.

Mr. TROY : 1t could happen with the ollicers
recomminending.  Some men  sucesed in in-
gratinting thomselves with the officers, and
somotimes they are the poorest charncters of
all, 1 do not propose to mention the name of
the officor whom I think the member for Williams-
Narrogin has in mind. I have known that officor
for many yoears and I can say he is one of the
most honourable and intolligent of mon, and a
family man whose houschold in an example,
[ havo never met a better family in mv life. and
a man’s family life is the test of the man. With-
out making any invidious distinction, I would
aay ho is superior to men who have held mueh
higher ositions,
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_ Hon, W. C. Angwin: The only thing wrong
is that he mado a fool of himself,

Mr. TROY : Yes, he did something foolish,
but he was foreed to take that action on account
of the bad greatment he had roccived. He
camp into conflict with another officer, whom
he reported, and a squabble resulted. Tho
other officer is dead and 1 would not vilify his
memory, but in my opinion the other officcr was
not a good officer. He was addicted to drink
and, on that occasion, was at fault. The in.
gpoctor came from Cue to hold an inquiry.
He told the eomplainant to remain at the station
until he returned. Then he reocived from the
other constable the names of cortain people
willing t0 make statements in his favour.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: He is dead and buried.

Mr. TROY : Sub-inspector Mitehe!l is not dead
and buried and he did this officer an injury.
Bub-inspeetor  Mitchell got statements from
pals of the other constable. They werec not
sworn statements and I am convinced they
would never have been made on osth ; I know
the statements were untruthful, When Sub-
inspector Mitchell roturned, he reported that he
had hoard this etatement and thet statement,
but he did not ask the constable concerned
for any statement. e did not cven approach
him. Without this constable having an oppor-
tunity to stato his case, Sub-inspeetor Mitchell
put in his report, On the ox parte statements
of friends of the other policeman he condemned
thie oificer.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: 1 could tell you of a
dozen policemen as good as he is who have not
had promotion,

Mr. TROY : What he said was “ This man ia
& labour man.” He alse anid that he knew of
& lot of other things that were detrimental to
this man. The policeman was asled for no de-
fence, and yet on that report and on the state-
mwent of & man upon which one would not hang
4 dog, he was removed and dograded. If this
had occurred to me I should have {elt embittered,
and have felt that 1 had not sceured a fair deal.
The whole thing is scandalous. Why should the
silly conduct of a man some years ago stand
sgaingt him for all time ?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I do not think thet had
anything to do with it.

Mr. TROY : This man has given 20 vears of
servioe, and there is nothing against his character
either as & man or as an official.

Hon. W. €. Angwin : There arc plenty of men
in Fremantle with 20 years service as good as
he is.

Mr, TROY : This man is a ¢redit to the com-
munity. I do not sce why his foolish conduct
ghould for all time bar him from receiving fair
consideration, I -should be wanting in courago
if I did not spoak up for & man, even if Le is only
& policoman, I hope he will get o fair deal.

Hon. W C. Angwin: Every member here
could quote inatances of this kind.

Mr. TROY : If the Roynl Commission had
not been appointed, and the police department
had had their way, this man would have becn
dismissed beeause of the prejudice that existed
againet him. The commission gave the man a
high character, and showed that the aspersions
upon his character were unwarranted, 1 am
grateful to the Houss for seeing that justice
waa done $0 the man, and I think the Minister

{ASSEMELY.]

too will give him justice.
prejudiced against him,

‘The Minister for Mines : No.

Mr, TROY : In angry mowments we all do
foolish thinga at times, and I hope he will not lok
thet stand to the man's discredit for ever.

Mr, JOHNSTON : I thank the Minister for
his promise that in future if the Commissioner of
Police docs not cndorse the recommendstions
of the board the facts and the reasons why he
doos not do so will be laid before him as Minister.
That is something we have never becn able to get
before, Until the Minister told us, I was not
aware that the board had not recommended the
promotion of this man to the Commissioner.
I had always felt that his promotion was stopped
by him. In connection with the Royal Com-
misgion which inquired inte the conduct of this
official some time ago, the member for Kanowna
appeared for the constable. After a great deal
of evidence had been teken the hon. member
placed in the witness boex Chief Inspector
McKenna of the Polico Department, and later on
Inspector Brophy, the inspector in chargo of tho
stasion controlled by the constable. Both of
these witnesses, on their oath, gove the constable
the highest character. “There was other evidence
to show the loyalty and patriotism of this officer.
The Royal Commissioner (Mr. Burt) also gave
the constable one of the highest certificates of
character possible.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: I would not say that.
I would take more notice of Inspector McKenna
than of Mr, Burt, for the inspector had him
undor him for two or three years. Ho speaks
very highly of Lim.

Mr. JOHNSTON : In this case we had a con-
sensus of opinion regarding the constable. When
this man was transferred to my electorate T
thought there would be trouble, From what I
have seen of him since I look upon his case as one
of the hardest I know of, fer he has had no pro-
motion for 20 yeers. ¥ven if complsints have
becn made against this official with justifieation,
which is not the case, is it fair that for 20 years
he should be given ne incentive to continue his
good work ? :

I am sure he is not

2 a.m,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : As a protest against
the low wages paid to the police, I intend to
move the reduction of the total vote by £52.

The Minister for Mines: Wo have already
dealt with an item, and therefore it ia not open
to you to do that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : T thought we had kept
60 tho one item all along.

Itom, Constabulary, allowances, lodging, uni-
form, plain-clothes, etc., £113,244.

Mr. LUTEY : With regard to the gold-stealing
staff, I want a definite assurance that the -
tolerable dual eongrol by the Chamber of Mines
and the Government shall coase. I spoke on
this matter 18 months ago, but it scems ag if I
had been talking to the wall. The present
system of control was instituted when Gregoery
was Minister for Mines and Keenan Attormey
General, The staff deaw their pay partly from
the mines.

The Minisior for Mines: The mining com-
panies do not pay this staff.
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Mr. LUTEY : They pay two-thirds of the
salaries of the staff,

The Minister for Mines : They pay that to the
Government in & lump sum.

Mr, LUTEY : I asked a question on the sub-
jeet last year, and was informed that the mines
pay two-thirds of the salaries and thoe Govern-
ment one-third.

Tho Minister {for Minea: The anawer scems to
have misled you, The arrangement ia that the
mining companios contribute to our revenue
two-thirds of the cost of upkeop of the staff.
They de not pay tho staff.

Mr. LUTEY : But the Chamber of Mines
exorcise Bome control over the astaff, I want
tho ataff entirely dissociated from the Chamber
of Mines, so that the State will have full control
of the gold-stealing staff in the same way a8 the
State has control of an ordinary constable or
dotective. Whilst elections were in progress
and {eeling was running high, the members of
this etaif, who are partly controlled by the
Chamber of Mines, attonded various mectings
and took notes of speeches with a view to prose-
cutions. That is utterly wrong. Let the
Chamber of Minea have fifty police of their own
if they please, but no police under dual control.
I intond to bang away ab this thing until there is
som¢ alteration. The present position is scan-
dalous and indecont, After I lirat brought the
mattor up, these men wore absent from political
meetings, Last Saturday, howevor, I noticed
them agnin attending meetings. They are looked
upon with suspicion,

The Minister for Mines: What meeting wore
they attonding ?

Mr. LUTEY : A meoting addressod by Mr.
Mungic and myself in Burt-street. There was
a crowd of about 200 peopls. It raised my
gorge to see these privately.controlled police
again listoning to everything and taking notes.
Not thot I care whother they take notes of my
specches or not ; but the principlo is wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I can only say
that, 8o’ far as I know, the gold stealing staff of
police were appointed by the Government con-
ditionally on the Chamber of Mines contributing
to the Treasury two-thirds of the coat of upkeep
of tho staff, But it was not agreed that the
Chamber of Mines should exercite any control
over the stai’s movements; nor is any esuch
oontrol eéxorcised by the Chamber of Mines, 8o
far a8 I am aware. I shell make inquiries ; and,
if the fact is otherwise, the systom must be
altered. Wo cannot have a State police force
partly econtrolled by somcone other than the
Glovernment ; they must be controlled solely
by the Govermnment, The hon. member secrus
to have an idea that the Chamber of Mines send
membera of this staff to report meetinge. But
that is part of the duty. devolving on the police,
and they are quite frequently told off for that
purpese—tn take notes with a view to prose-
eution,

Hon, W. C. Angwin : Perhapa those particular
golddolds polico have got too chummy with the
bosses and it is time they had a change,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The gold-
stealing staff muat, like all other mombers of the
police force, be under the one control—that of
the Government—and net under two controls.

Mr. LUTEY : In reply to & question here, I
waa informed that the members of this ataff had
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received a bonus of, I think, £100 from the
Chamber of Mines, the amount being distributed
amongst them. That fact placea them in o
different category from what the Minister's reply
tonight would suggest. I have =lso learned
that they reccive a bonus of £5 for each success-
ful prosecution, and this further faet places
thom in an utterly different position from ordinary
mombers of the uniform and detective police.
I am for the present satisfied with the assurance
which the Minister hes given, but I hope the hon,
gentleman will do something. If no alteration
is mado, I will bang away at the thing again.

Mr. TROY : What is the use of the Minister's
sssurance that he will remove these police from
the control of another body, if he knows that
anothor body is paying their salaries ?

Tho Minister for Mines : That is not so. The
Chamber of Mines contribute gwo-thirds of the
cost of the staff appointed for that particular
purpose of preventing gold-stealing, just the
same as you would have to pay for the cost of
police whom you wanted sppointed for some
special purposoe.

Hon. W. C, Angwin ;: Why do not the Cliamber
of Minos appeint police of their own, like the
Fremantle Harbour Trust do ?

. 'The Minister for Mines: I do not know,
18 an arrangement mado yecars ago,

Mr. TROY : If the Chamber of Minas require
a police foree to patrol the gold belt in the intorest
of the mine owners, let them appoint detectives
of thoir own,

The Minister for Mincs : Poes the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe agree with that suggestion ?

Mr. Lutey: Yes. Let the Chamber of Mines
have their own police.

Mr. TROY : In that cose thore police would
not be vested with any legal authority from the
Crown—absolutoly none ; and they would not be
able to interfero in matters in which they ought
not to interfere—the cause of more complaint,
probably, than their operations as actual gold-
atoaling detectives. The presont system T utterly
disapprove of, cspecinlly in view of the informa-
tion given by the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe,
that thoso polico roceive donations from the
Chamber of Mines. 'That is altogether a wrong
practice. If I had to pay any member of the
police force, I would consider that he would
be under an obligation to me. I certainly objeot
to tho police being utilised in this way by private
ingtitutiona,

Item, Constabulary, ete., £113,244 :

Mr, PICKERING : The police force in Wes-
tern Australia aro paid less than are the members
of the police force in any of the other States.

The Promier: Thoy have had a ocouple of
increases within the last six months.

Hon. W.C, ANGWIN : It must be remembered
that things have changed econsiderably in the
last three years. We are paying the police force
less than they are paid in any part of the world
No person has ever been able to put up a better
record for the police than did the Minister for
Minea to-night. Tho Minister has admitted
that policomen have to go intg places whore they
risk life and limb, yot we offer them the missrable
pittance of 8s. 4d. a day.

The Minister for Mines: They have had £8,000
distributed amongst them.

This
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Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The Commissioner
alone got £88.

The Minister for Mines: The constables ore
being paid better to-day then they wore heing
paid 20 years ago,

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN : Su is everybody clse
being paid much hetter to-dey than 20 years
ngo,

The Minister for Mines:
is not,

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN : There are too many
policemen in some of our towns. Fremantle
has ten tpo many,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is the
first | have henrd that we are paying less to our
police forgo than is being paid in any othor part
of Austradin, T will make inguiries and if what
the hum, memher has stated 18 true, I will make
& recoummendation to the Treasurer.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: The only way in
which [ ean bring the matter under prominent
notice is by moving for o reducsion in the vote.
I eannot move to increase it. Perhaps if I
tako the cowrse of moving to reduco it L will
eoncentrate some attention en the fact that tho
police are underpaitl. I move—

That che item be reduced by €52,

Mr. PICKERING : The police have demon-
strated their loyvalty to the State, .

Me, O"Loghlen: 8o have we by remaining
here until chis hour.

Mr, PICKERING : 1 have no fault whatever
to lind with the poliee forece. I cortainly know
however, that their salarics ars not ciual to
those paid in the othor States. ]

Tho MINISTER FOR MINES: I ask the hom,
member not to press the amendment, [ give him
an agsurance that if ho will supply me with par-
tioulars T will huve them chocked, and if it is
found that the police here ruceive loss than s
paid to the polico clsewhere in Australin T will
make ropresentations to the 'rensury. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On that understanding
T will withdraw the amendment,

Amgndment Ly leave withdrawn,
Vote put and passod.

The Commissioner

The Speaker touk the Chair,

Progress reported.

House adjourned ul 2-20 a.m.

— e ——
————
.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., antl reail prayers.

QUESTION—WIHLEAT SHTPMIENT
FROM GERALDTON,

Mon. H. CARSON (without notice) asked
the Honorary Minister: 1, Is it a fact that
the ship which was to load wheat at Gerald-
ton is gow uot to be loaded there? 2, If so,
what are the reasons for diverting her?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: The
ship has oot Been diverted from Geruldton,
but o request has been made by the depart-
ment that a gnarantee shall be given that
she will he loaded if sent to Gerallton,

QUESTION—TECHNICAL SCHOOL

CURRICULUAM,

Hon., Sir E. H, WITTENOOM asked the
Minister for Eiducation: 1, How many sub-
jects are taught at the Technieal School?
2, The nanmws of the subjects? 3, How many
students are there to each subject?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1 am tabling extracts from the Toch-
nieal Sehonl prospectus for 1819, which wilt
give the information desired. The figures are
not yet available for 19419, but those for 1918
will give a good general idea of what is
being done.

BILL-—-TRAFTIC,
Read a third time and passed.

BILL=MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
Suspengion of Standing Orders.

The MTNTSTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
. 1. Colebatch—East) [4.35]: I move—
That so much of the Standing Orders
Le suspendedd for this sitting as is neeces-
sary to cuable the Mining Aet Ameudment
Bill tn Le pnssed throwgh all its rempining
stages at this sitting,
Tn support of this motion I do not intend to
say very much at this juncture. The renseny
for pasging the Bill a8 o measure of urgency



